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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 


Ir came as a matter of some surprise to learn that this book 
was not the simple, easily-understood work that I had once 
fondly imagined it to be, many having told me of the difficulty 
they have had in following the details here set forth. 

Probably the familiarity due to thirty years of study in these 
subjects has made the fine distinctions that must be drawn, and 
the emphasis to be placed on certain parts’ of the passages 
quoted, somewhat clearer to me than to many another, and this 
was not fully allowed for in the First Edition. 

In preparing for the Second Edition, advantage was taken 
to bring the events of the past seven years into line, but as the 
Rapture of the Church is the first prophecy of importance to be 
fulfilled, it must follow that very little can be added now, even 
though we are on the very verge of big events in the near 
future. In several chapters the result of further research has 
been added, and a fuller description of the millennial Jerusalem 
has been given in chapter xxiii. 

It has still been the one endeavour to allow Scripture to tell 
jts own story; but as a guide, leading from one vantage point 
to another, seeks to prepare for that which will be seen next, 
so a few words have been added here and there to make the 
importance of the next view more apparent and more under- 
standable, or to make the narrative more continuous; but with 
the ever present fear of saying too much and causing the main 
thread of the argument to be lost in a multitude of human 
words, and thereby arriving at that undesirable state of not 
being able to ‘‘ see the woods for the trees.”’ 

Following this simile, the many quotations may be taken as 
relatively unknown ground which will amply repay exploration 
again and again, new treasures being discovered at each visit, 
notwithstanding the fact that now and again the exact bearings 
may be lost for a time, and a mist appears to hide some small 
portion of the view, even whilst all that surrounds it is perfectly 
clear and plain. 
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It is to me an inestimable pleasure to make a few paths to 
such a vast treasure ground, but it is not in these paths that 
the treasures should be sought, er are to be found, but only 
in those places to which it is hoped they will lead the explorer. 


CHARLES A. SHIPMAN. 
May, 1915. 


PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 


Tue following pages are compiled from notes of a series of 
lectures given to Bible Classes during the evenings of two 
successive winters, the substance of each lecture being confined 
to a chapter; and at the request of many, they are now issued 
in bock form. 

It is accepted as the fundamental principle, that the Scriptures 
are the Word of God; that it is not possible for them to contain 
any contradictory passages (anything that would lead to apparent 
contradiction being due to misinterpretation), and therefore are 
to be believed from the beginning to the end. 

This is held to be true of the original Scriptures, but as no 
one could reasonably claim that every copyist, translator, or 
printer dealing with the Scriptures is thereby rendered infallible 
for the time being; so we are compelled to admit that there are 
slight variations of the text in the later editions, but claim that 
the whole of these variations combined are exceedingly small, 
and altogether a negligible quantity. The Scriptures, as we 
know them, are a marvellous testimony to the care taken to 
preserve the original text in its purity, and are, for all practical 
purposes, as pure as when given by God through His servants, 
the prophets and writers of the days long since past. 

The Revised Version of the Scriptures has been used in all 
quotations given in this book, as expressing, more nearly than 
the Authorised Version, the true sense of the original. 

To claim that the correct interpretation has been given to all 
the numerous passages quoted, would be an act of presumption ; 
for while the Scriptures are infallible, the same grace is not 
always given to human interpretation of them (as five minutes’ 
study of history will prove); but it does seem reasonable to 
claim, with so many passages of Scripture, from so many 
authors, given under such a variety of circumstances, all 
converging on the period dealt with, the whole of which dovetail 
one into the other with such marvellous accuracy—that, if the 
actual truth has not been revealed, at least the direction in which 
truth lies has been clearly pointed out; for it is almost impossible 
that all the passages quoted have been misunderstood; and the 
whole is so compacted together, that hardly any portion can 
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be removed, or proved to be false, without the entire structure: 
collapsing. 

Inferentially, if these things are as represented, we have a 
very strong argument in favour of the plenary inspiration of 
the Scriptures, for it is impossible for so many writers to agree 
on such a variety of subjects as here dealt with, most of which 
must have been quite intangible to them, unless they were under 
the direct guidance of one great Master Mind, Who, knowing 
perfectly the end as well as the beginning, and also all the 
circumstances which lead to the end, has planned and designed. 
these portions of the Scriptures, so that they show clearly that 
which must be hereafter. 

These things being so, a necessity is laid on every person, 
both in this dispensation and in the next (which must very 
shortly begin, for the Lord’s Coming for His Church cannot be 
much longer delayed), to watch and learn, lest they be taken 
unawares by that which will come; and when least expected by 
the majority of those living at the time. 

It will be seen that the futurist system of interpretation has. 
been adopted throughout the book, not because the historical 
interpretation is wrong, or does not answer and fulfil to a large 
extent many of the prophecies quoted; but rather, because it is. 
believed that the future alone will supply the complete and 
perfect fulfilment of the passages here brought forward in the 
earnest hope that many may be led to think of, and seriously 
prepare for, those things which must shortly begin to come to 
pass. 

CHARLES A. SHIPMAN. 

March, 1908. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEaD. 


THE subject of the Resurrection is of the utmost importance 
in the study of prophecy; in the first place, because it concerns 
us personally; and secondly, because it enables us to allocate 
future events with something like chronological order. It is 
therefore imperative that we make our own the facts concerning 
it, as shown forth in the Scriptures. 

Now, if we are there taught that the saved and unsaved rise 
from the dead at one and the same time, and that a general 
judgment of both takes place immediately afterwards, then, of 
necessity, we must look for all prophecy to be fulfilled before 
that resurrection takes place; but if, on the other hand, the 
Scriptures teach us that there is not one resurrection only, but 
two; and that the first one is not a simultaneous event, but 
consists of several stages with considerable intervals of time 
between each; then we have divisions of time provided, into 
which we can easily fit the future events, and are able to state 
definitely that such and such an event must take place before 
such and such a stage of the resurrection. 

Now the Fact of the resurrection is abundantly proved in the 
Scriptures, and cannot be disputed. It is also very clearly stated 
that there are distinct resurrections, for we read :— 

““T saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for the 
testimony of Jesus, and for the Word of God, . . . and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the 
dead lived not until the thousand years should be finished. This 
is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection ’’ (Rev. xx. 4-6). 

To this division of the resurrection, many other passages 
agree, Such as :-— 

‘‘ For thou shalt be recompensed in the resurrection of the 
just ’’ (Luke xiv. 14). 

‘The sons of this world marry, and are given in marriage: 
but they that are accounted worthy to attain to that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given 


in marriage . . . for they are equal to the angels; and are sons 
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of God, being sons of the resurrection ’’ (Luke xx. 34-36). 

“‘ Marvel not at this; for the hour cometh, in which all that 
are in the tombs shall hear His Voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done ill, unto the resurrection of judgment ’’ 
{John v. 28, 29). 

It is of the greatest importance that we should note that every 
time the first resurrection is distinguished from the second it 
is spoken of as a resurrection from (out from amongst) the 
dead, and it is so rendered in the R.V.; and that, whilst the 
Resurrection is common to all mankind who have died, yet 
there is a special resurrection limited to those who are worthy, 
and to which even St. Paul pressed forward to attain. 

‘‘ Becoming conformed unto His Death, if by any means I 
may attain to the resurrection from the dead ’’ (Phil. iii. 11). ° 


Let us now confine our attention to the first resurrection. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is spoken of as the Firstfruits. 

“ But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the First- 
fruits of them that are asleep . . . For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own 
order: Christ the Firstfruits; then they that are Christ’s at 
His Coming. Then cometh the end, when He shall deliver 
up the kingdom to God ”’ (1 Cor. xv. 20-24); 
and was followed immediately after by a further stage of this 
same resurrection. 

“‘ And the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints 
that had fallen asleep ‘were raised; and coming forth out of 
the tombs after His (Jesus’) Resurrection they entered into the 
Holy City and appeared to many ’’ (Matt. xxvil. 52, 53), 
which fact was so believed by the early Church that it led to 
error. 

““ Men who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the 
resurrection is past already, and overthrow the faith of some ’’ 
Xo (Tim ii: 28); 


After the Firstfruits, no further progress has been made, 
nor can be, until the last trumpet sounds, and the dead in 
Christ rise to meet Him in the air. 

“For tf we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we that are alive, that are left unto the Coming of the Lord, 
shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep. For the 
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
Voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God; and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we that are alive, that are 
left, shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord ’’ (1 Thess. iv. 14-17). 

“* Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but 
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we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. But when this corruptible shall have put 
on incorruption, and when this mortal shall have put on im- 
mortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory ’’ (1 Cor. xv. 51-54). 


This, however, is not the final stage of the first resurrection. 
Years pass by, filled to overflowing with great political, social, 
and religious changes, and with. much persecution, even unto 
death, of those who have come to believe in the Lord since our 
Rapture, and who, under the new conditions then prevailing, 
must ‘‘ endure to the end’’ to be saved; when, in His own 
time, our Lord Jesus Christ will descend to the earth, and all 
who, believing in Him, have been killed by persecution, or in 
the great wars that have taken place, or have died by natural 
means during this interval, will live and reign with Him as 
shown in the following passage :— 

““T saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the Word of God, 
and such as worshipped not the Beast, neither his,image, and 
received not the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand ; 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The 
vest of the dead lived not until the thousand years should be 
finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he 
that hath part in the first resurrection: over these the second 
death hath no power: but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years ’’ (Rev. 
xx. 4-6). 


It is therefore clear that there are two distinct resurrections, 
the first of which is divided into three stages, each stage being 
separated by considerable intervals of time, during which many 
and important events take place; each of which will be dealt 
with more or less fully in our later chapters. 

(To avoid confusion it should be noted that the descent of 
the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven, in 1 Thess. iv. 14-17, as 
quoted above, is not the same as His descent to the earth, as 
quoted in connection with the resurrection of Rev. xx. 4-6. In 
the first case He descends from heaven, but does not reach the 
earth; for those who are raised from the dead, together with 
those living persons who are changed, and have put on im- 
mortality, meet Him in the air, and He returns to heaven with 
them, in order to hold His marriage feast there. In the latter 
case, however, He descends to the earth after the marriage 
feast, bringing His Bride with Him, and stands upon the Mount 
of Olives, remaining on the earth for some considerable period 
afterwards.) 


12 UNFULFILLED PROPHECY. 


CHAPTER II. 
THE JUDGMENT OF BELIEVERS. 


Ir is clearly shown in the Scriptures that every human being 
must stand before the judgment seat of Christ. This being 
admitted, let us enquire into some of the details of this 
judgment. ; 

If it be true that the whole of the dead do not rise at the 
same time, but that considerable intervals of time elapse between 
each resurrection, then it would naturally be expected that the 
whole human race will not be judged at the same time, but that 
there will be several judgments, with intervals of time between 
them; but with the proviso that no person can be judged more 
than once. 

The fact that there are several judgments is abundantly clear 
in Scripture; for we find one for believers, one for the living 
nations of the earth, and one for unbelievers. 

Let us for the present consider the judgment for believers; 
the consideration of the other judgments will follow then in due 
course. 

The first point that strikes one in the study is the fact that 
believers are justified (i.e., found not guilty) whilst yet living 
on the earth. 

“* Be it known unto you therefore, brethren, that through this 
Man is proclaimed unto you remission of sins: and by Him 
every one that believeth is justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses ”’ (Acts xiii. 38, 39). 

“ Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus ’’ (Rom. iii. 24). 

““And such were some of you; but ye were washed, but ye 
were sanctified, but ye were justified in the Name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God’? (1 Cor. vi. 11). 

“ That being justified by His grace, we might be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life ’’ (Titus iii. 7). 


This being so, condemnation in a future judgment is impos- 
sible; to this agree :— 

“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, 
and believeth Him that sent Me, hath eternal life, and cometh 
not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into life ’’ 
(John v. 24). 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are 
in Christ Jesus ’’ (Rom. viii. 1). 

“Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It 
is God that justifieth; who is he that shall condemn? It is 
Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, 
Who is at the Right Hand of God, Who also maketh intercession 
for us”? (Rom. viii. 33, 34). 


* 
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““We know that we have passed out of death into life ’’ (1 
John iii. 14). 

i And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life, 
and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath the life; 
he a hath not the Son of God hath not the life’ (1 John v. 
ftp 2): 

“ But we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through Whom we have now received the reconciliation ’”’ 
(Rom. v. 11). 


The believer having eternal life already, his judgment cannot 
be one of life or death, or to solve the question of being saved 
or lost, but is only for the giving of rewards and praise for the 
work done for God whilst in the flesh. 

“Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one; but 
each shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 
For we are God’s fellow-workers . . . But let each man take 
heed how he buildeth thereon. For other Foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. But if 
any man buildeth on the Foundation gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay, stubble; each man’s work shall be made manifest ; 
for the day shall declare it because it is revealed in fire; and the 
fire itself shall prove each man’s work of what sort it is. If any 
man’s work shall abide which he built thereon, he shall receive 
a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss; but he himself shall be saved ’’ (1 Cor. iii. 8-15). 

“ For we must all be made manifest before the judgment seat 
of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad ”’ (2 Cor. v. 10). 

“ Whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto the Lord, and 
not unto men; knowing that from the Lord ye shall receive the 
recompense of the inheritance: ye serve the Lord Christ ’’ (Col. 
4it. 23, 24). 


The time of this judgment is probably immediately after the 
glorious Appearing of our Lord and the Rapture of the Church, 
for we read :— 

“‘T have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give at that day: and not only to me, but also to all them that 
have loved His Appearing ’’ (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8). 

The scene of it, therefore, is in heavenly places; its sole 
object, the determination of the rewards due to each member 
of the Church, and to those Old Testament saints raised from 
the dead with the Church. 


This judgment is quite distinct from the judgment of the living 
nations of the earth, which takes place in the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat, on the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the 
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earth at the beginning of the Millennium (see Matt. xxv. 31-46; 
Joel iii. 1, 2, 11, 14). It is also distinct from the judgment of 
the Great White Throne, which takes place after the Millennium, 
at which all those raised from the dead at the second resurrection 
are judged (see Rev. xx. 11-15). 


CHAPTER III. 
THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB. 


TuE highest hopes of the Church are consummated in her union 
with Christ by marriage, after which event she is for ever known 
as the Bride, the wife of the Lamb (Rev. xxi. 9). Therefore we 
read of the Church, whilst on earth, as an espoused virgin : 

“For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy: for I 
espoused you to one Husband, that I might present you as a 
pure virgin to Christ ’’ (2 Cor. xi. 2); 
and the true relationship of husband and wife is spoken of as. 
being modelled on the relationship of Christ and His Church. 

““ Wives, be in subjection unto your own husbands, as unto 
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ 
also is the Head of the Church, being Himself the Saviour of 
the Body. But as the Church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives also be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave 
Himself up for it; that He might sanctify it, having cleansed 
it by the washing of water with the word, that He might present 
the Church to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. Even so ought husbands also to love their own 
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his own wife loveth 
himself: for no man ever hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as Christ also the Church; because we 
are members of His Body. For this cause shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the 
twain shall become one flesh. This mystery is great: but I 
speak in regard of Christ and of the Church’? (Eph. v. 22-32). 


Whilst the marriage feast is being held in ‘‘ heavenly places,’’ 
the ‘‘ nations ’’ who are on the earth are gathering and using 
all their armies in deliberate and wilful rebellion against God, 
the complete extermination of the Jewish nation (who are aided 
by some Gentile powers) being the objective; and we find our 
Lord Jesus Christ rising from the feast to take vengeance on 
those nations for their warfare against Him. 

““ Let us rejoice, and be exceeding glad, and let us give the 
glory unto Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
His wife hath made herself ready . . . And I saw the heaven 


THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB. 15 


opened; and behold, a white horse, and He that sat thereon, 
called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He doth judge 
and make war . . . And I saw the Beast, and the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against 
Him that sat upon the horse, and against His army”’’ (Rev. 
XIX. 7-19); 

and it is because of this that He is represented with a sword, 
even at the feast : 

““And out of His Mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that with 
it He should smite the nations ’’ (Rev. xix. 15). 

The Wedding Psalm, which describes the marriage of the 
Son, agrees fully with this, for we read :— 

““Gird Thy sword upon Thy Thigh, O Mighty One... . 
And Thy Right Hand shall teach Thee terrible things. Thine 
arrows are sharp; the peoples fall under Thee; they are in the 
heart of the king’s enemies ’”’ (Psa. xlv. 3-5). 


With such facts as these before us, we are able to piece 
together the future of the Church. The trumpet shall sound, 
the dead in Christ shall arise, the living believers shall be 
changed, and together both shall be caught up to meet the Lord 
in the air, leaving behind on the earth the dead unbelievers and 
the living unbelievers (both of whom will be dealt with in future 
chapters). 

The Church and those with her (i.e., the Old Testament 
saints) are carried into ‘‘ heavenly places,’’ and the judgment of 
believers takes place, at which there is no condemnation, but 
greater or lesser rewards are given for faithful service for God. 
Immediately after this judgment, the Bride having made herself 
ready, and being adorned with all the rewards just given to her, 
the marriage is consummated, the wedding feast held, and the 
Church is “‘ for ever with the Lord.’’ 

“ And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunders, 
saying, Hallelujah! for the Lord our God, the Almighty, 
veigneth. Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us give 
the glory unto Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and His wife hath made herself ready. And it was given unto 
her that she should array herself in fine linen, bright and pure ; 
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. And He 
saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are bidden to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. And He saith unto me, 
These are the true words of God’’ (Rev. xix. 6-9). 


To this agrees the Wedding Psalm :— 
“* Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: 
A sceptre of equity is the sceptre of Thy kingdom. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated wickedness: 
Therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee 
With the oil of gladness above Thy fellows. 
All Thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia; 
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Out of ivory palaces stringed instruments have made Thee glad. 
King’s daughters are among Thy honourable women: 
At Thy Right Hand doth stand the queen in gold of Ophir. 
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear ; 
Forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house ; 
So shall the King desire thy beauty: 
For He is thy Lord; and worship thou Him. 
And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; 
Even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. 
The king’s daughter within the palace is all glorious ; 
Her clothing is inwrought with gold. 
She shall be led unto the King in broidergd work: 
The virgins her companions that follow her 
Shall be brought unto thee. 
With gladness and rejoicing shall they be led: 
They shall enter into the King’s palace. 
Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, 
Whom thou shalt make princes in all the earth ”’ 
(Psalm xlv. 6-16). 


Now at this marriage feast there are many invited guests, 
for 
“a certain king—made a marriage feast for his son—and sent 
to call them that were bidden ’’ (Matthew xxii. 2, 3), 
but it is quite inconceivable that the Bride herself would receive, 
or need, an invitation to her own wedding feast, for she is there 
as a matter of right. We must, therefore, seek for the invited 
guests who are present amongst those who believe in God, and 
yet are quite distinct from the Bride. We find three such classes 
of believers mentioned in Scripture, all of whom belong to other 
dispensations, and have designations quite distinct from that 
of the Bride. They are :— 

Ss friends of God (of whom Abraham is a representa- 
tive). 

““And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him 
for righteousness; and he was called the friend of God’’ 
(James ii. 23). 

“ But thou, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, 
the seed of Abraham My friend ’’ (Isa. xli. 8). 

“ There shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye 
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, 
in the Kingdom of God, and yourselves cast forth without. And 
they shall come from the east and west, and from the north and 
south, and shall sit down (margin, recline) in the Kingdom of 
God. And behold, there are last which shall be first, and there 
are first which shall be last’? (Luke xiii. 28-30). 

2nd—The virgins who are her fellows (to be dealt with in 
chapters eight and seventeen). 

““ The virgins her companions that follow her 
Shall be brought unto thee. 
With gladness and rejoicing shall they be led: 


THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION. 17 


They shall enter into the King’s palace ’’ (Psa. xlv. 14, 15). 

“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 
Bridegroom. . . the Bridegroom came; and they that were 
ready went in with Him to the marriage feast: and the door 
was shut ’’ (Matt. xxv. 1, 10). 

3rd—tThe friends of the Bridegroom (of whom John the Baptist 
is a representative). 

“ John (the Baptist) answered and said . . . He that hath 
the Bride is the Bridegroom: but the friend of the Bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth Him, rejoiceth greatly because of 
the Bridegroom’s Voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled ’’ 
(John iii. 27, 29). 

These are among those blessed with an invitation to the 
marriage feast. 

“ Write, Blessed are they which are bidden to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb ”’ (Rev. xix. 9). 


These three chapters summarize the whole of the prophetic 
Scriptures which concern the Church, as distinct from those 
which deal with the progress of events on the earth she has 
left behind her. Once only is the vail removed, and then we see 
the Bride as a fellow-worker with God, in close association with 
the Holy Spirit, inviting all who will to partake freely of the 
water of life. 

“ The Spirit and the Bride say, Come; and he that will, let 
him take the water of life freely ’’ (Rev. xxii. 17). 


Having thus reached the terminus of this line of revelation, 
we must return and take up a distinctly different series of 
events, which culminate, not in a relatively few believers being 
removed from earth to ‘‘ heavenly places,’’ but in the establish- 
ing of the heavenly city—the new Jerusalem, wherein is the 
throne of God—on the earth, and in God dwelling in the midst 
of His people for evermore on the earth. 

“« Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men... . and He shall 
dwell with them, they shall be His peoples . . . and God shall 
wipe away every tear from their eyes: and death shall be no 
more ’’ (Rev. xxi. 3, 4). 


CHAPTER IV. 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION. 
WHILE it is not absolutely necessary, yet it is well to have a 


comprehensive view of the contents of the Book of Revelation, 
to know the various sections into which it is divided, and the 
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position, relative to the earth, from which each series of events 


is viewed. 
SECTION I. 
Introduction. 


Seen from the earth (chaps. i. to iii.). 


Epistle to the Seven Churches. 


SECTION 2. 


John called up to heaven (chaps iv. and v.). 


The scene in heaven described. 
The sealed book which none but the Lamb can open. 


SECTION 3. 


The more or less parallel view of future events, each 
of which is expressed by symbolism. 


Chapter v. to xi. 
(seen from heaven). 


The sealed book is opened and 


there is seen— 
SEAL. 


1. White Horse ridden by a Con- 
queror. 

Red Horse and Destruction. 

. Black Horse and Famine. 

Pale Horse and Death. 

Souls of slain Witnesses seen 
under the Altar. 

Earthquake and 144,000 of 
Israel sealed. 


aA ZEwWH 


7. Seven Angels with seven trum- 
pets come forth. | 
TRUMPET. 


i. Fire and Hail on the Earth. 
2. Burning Mountain cast into 


the Sea. 

3. Wormwood on Rivers and 
Waters. 

4. Sun, Moon, and Stars smitten. 

5. Locusts and Scorpions from 
the Abyss. 

6. Angels loosed from the Eu- 
phrates. 

7, Earthquakes and Reign of 


Christ begins. 


1 
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Chapter xii. to xvi. 
(seen from the earth). 


A Woman clothed with the Sun. 


A Beast rises out of the Sea. 


A Beast rises out of the Land. 


Redemption of 144,000 of Israel. 


Seven Angels with Seven last 
Plagues. 


PLAGUE. 
i. On the Earth. 
2. On the Sea. 


On Rivers and Fountains. 


On the Sun. 
On the Throne of the Beast. 


The Euphrates dries up. 


Earthquake and Reign of 


Christ begins. 


Section 4. The Appendix (chaps. xvii. to xxii.). 

In this section an enlarged view is given of several 
of the events already past (this is proved by an angel who 
had taken part in the pouring out of the vials of wrath, 
coming and shewing them to John, thus showing also 
that his work was accomplished), together with a view 


of several contemporary events; 


and then, a further 


glimpse into the then future events. 
Enlarged view of Events then already Past : 
The Destruction of the Harlot-Church. 
The Destruction of Babylon. 
The Joy in Heaven at the Marriage of the Lamb. 
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The Contemporary Events : 
The Destruction of the two Beasts. 
The Resurrection of the Dead. 
The Binding of Satan. 
The then Future Events: 
The Loosing of Satan. 
The Rising of Gog and Magog. 
The Second Resurrection of the Dead. 
The Judgment of the Great White Throne. 
The Creation of the New Heaven and the New Earth. 


CHAPTER V. 
THe SYMBOLISM OF THE Book oF REVELATION. 


VERY many symbols of this wonderful book are drawn from the 
Old Testament, which fact is of very considerable help in any 
attempt at interpretation, for it must of necessity follow, that 
the same symbol must have the same interpretation in a book 
written under the guidance of one Person. 

It is proposed in this chapter to deal briefly with these 
symbols, tracing them to their source, and, if possible, to give 
a Clue to their interpretation. 

A very large number of these symbols are drawn from the 
Tabernacle and its worship, as for instance : 


Revelation Compare with 
The Candlestick i. 12-20. Exod. xxv. 31-37. 
The Sea of Glass iv. 6. 1 Kings vii. 23; Ex. xxx. 18. 
Incense Vv. .8. Psa. cxli. 2. 
The Temple xi, I-14. Isa. vi. 1-7; 1 Kings vi. 11-14. 
The Ark xi. 19. Exod. xxv. 10-22. 
The Precious Stones xxl. 19,20 Ex. xxxix. 8-14; xxvili. 15-21. 
The Cherubim iv. 6-9. Exod. xxv. 18-20. 
The Sacrifices v. 6-9. Lev. i. to vi. 
Altar of Gold vili. 1-5. Exod. xl. 5; xxx. I-9. 
First Fruits xiv. 4. Lev. xxiii. 10. 
The Throne of God with Men xxi. 3. Exod. xxv. 21, 22. 


There are also many symbols taken from the Books of the 
Old Testament, such as: 


Revelation Compare with 
The Four Living Creatures iv. 6-8 Ezek. i. 10. 
The Two Olive Trees ; aed, 
The Two pede ie Zech. iv. 1-14. 
A Leopard } 
A Lion xiii. I, 2. Dan. vii. 3, 6, 17. 
A Bear Ub ; 
Trumpets of War or Alarm viii. 2-6. Joshua vi. 3-16. 


The Harvest xiv. 14-20. Joel iii. 9-13. 
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There are also two subjects of great importance which recur 
in this book, viz., 


Revelation Compare with 
The River of Water of Life xxi. 1. Ezek. xlvii. 1-12. : 
The Tree of Life xxii. 2. Gen. iii. 22-24; Ez. xlvii. 12. 


By comparison with the Old Testament, we learn the inter- 
pretation of many symbols, as for instance: 

Beasts mean Ungodly World Power, i.e., a world power, 
not necessarily all sinful, but using blind, unreasoning 
force, and not working according to God’s Will. Compare, 
Rev. xiii. with Dan. vii. oe 

Horns mean the Kings or Rulers. Compare Rev. xiii. with 
Dan. vii. 19-27, and Zech. i. 18-21. 

Trees mean the Men of Israel. Compare Rev. viii. 7 with 
Isa. x. 16-19; Zech. xi. 1-4; Isa. lv. 12; Ixi. 3; 

The Sea means Heathendom (as opposed to Judea), i.e., 
all those nations who are not Jews. Compare Rev. xiii. 1 
with Rev. xvitmars ; Jeri lis-423 sIsa-cix05 ; 7 Danevar 
3; and the many other passages of Scripture where the 
sea is spoken of symbolically, notably in the Psalms. 

The Earth means Judea, and therefore, in a sense, the 
Jews. Compare Rev. xiii. 11 with Psalm xcvi. 10-19; 
XCViii. 3-9. 

An Earthquake means a battle. Compare Rev. xvi. 17-19 
with Hag. ii. 21, 22. 

The Sun, Moon, and Stars. This symbol is the most 
difficult to interpret, although it occurs six times in 
Scripture. Once in Rev. vi. 12-17, where it appears to 
refer to the Kings, Nobles, Rich Men, etc., of the latter 
part of the passage, and if so, then the other five places 
where it occurs are explainable; for in Isa. xiii. 6-13 it 
is given as occurring at the destruction of Babylon; in 
Ezek. xxxii. 2-11 it 1s given as occurring at the destruc- 
tion of Egypt; and in Isa. xxxiv. 1-6 it is given as 
occurring at the destruction of Idumea. Compare also 
with Joel iii. 15 and Matt. xxiv. 29. 

The Euphrates means the Land of Babylon. Compare Rev. 
ix. 14 with Isa. viii. 7 and Jer. li. 36, 37. 

A Day, as a symbol, means a year of 360 days. Compare 
Rev. xii. 6 with Dan. ix. 24; Ezek. iv. 6; Num. xiv. 34; 
Luke xiii. 31-33. 


CHAPTER VI. 
Gop’s PuRPOSE CONCERNING THE JEWS. 


It will be observed that the whole of the unfulfilled prophecy 
relating to the Church has been dealt with in the first three 
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chapters. This, and all succeeding chapters, concern the 
progress of events on the earth, after the Church has been 
removed; and therefore relate to matters in which she plays no 
part whatsoever, however interesting they may be to her as a 
study of God’s wonderful dealings with mankind. 

The central pivot of all these future events is the Jewish 
nation, and God’s purpose concerning it; and unless this point 
is Clear, we shall fail to grasp the teaching of prophecy. 

The Scriptures very clearly show it to have been the purpose 
of God to make the Jew the greatest nation on the earth; no 
matter who was second, the Jew was to be first. 

““ When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, 
When He separated the children of men, 

He set the bounds of the peoples 

According to the number of the children of Israel. 

For the Lord’s portion is His people: 

Jacob is the lot of His inheritance ’’ (Deut. xxxii. 8, 9). 

“The Lord hath avouched thee this day to be a peculiar people 
unto Himself, as He hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest 
keep all His commandments; and to make thee high above all 
nations which He hath made, in praise, and in name, and in 
honour; and that thou mayest be an holy people unto the Lord 
thy God, as He hath spoken ”’ (Deut. xxvi. 18, 19). _ 

‘* And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently 
unto the Voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all Hts 
commandments, which I command thee this day . . . the Lord 
shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be 
above only, and thou shalt not be beneath, if thou shalt hearken 
unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which I command 
thee this day, to observe and to do them”’ (Deut. xxviii. 1, 13). 

“ Now therefore, if ye will obey My Voice indeed, and keep 
My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me from 
among all peoples: for all the earth is Mine: and ye shall be unto 
Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation’’ (Exod. xix. 5, 6). 


*« How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? 

And how shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied? 
For from the top of the rocks I see him, 

And from the hills I behold him ; 

Lo, it is a people that dwell alone, 

And shall not be reckoned among the nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob, 

Or number the fourth part of Israel?’’ (Num. xxiii. 8-10). 

‘‘ For Thou didst separate them from among all the peoples 
of the earth, to be Thine inheritance, as Thou spakest by the 
hand of Moses ’’ (1 Kings viii. 53). 

“ Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that work- 
eth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Greek; but glory and 
honour and peace to every man that worketh good, to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek’ (Rom. ii. 9, 10). 
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It is also made very clear that there was no superior excellency 
in the Jew, to induce God to place him in the front of the 
nations, for they were a stiff-necked generation continually. 

“* For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the 
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto 
Himself, above all peoples that are upon the face of the earth. 
The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, 
because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were 
the fewest of all people: but because the Lord loveth you’’ 
(Deut. vii. 6, 7). 

“* Know therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this 
good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a 
stiff-necked people. . . And when the Lord sent you from 
Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and possess the land which I 
have given you; then ye rebelled against the commandment of 
the Lord your God, and ye believed Him not, nor hearkened 
to His Voice. Ye have been rebellious against the Lord from 
the day that I knew you’’ (Deut. ix. 6, 23, 24). 

_ “From the days of your fathers ye have turned aside from 

Mine ordinances, and have not kept them ”’ (Mal. iii. 7). 

“ But as to Israel He saith, All the day long did I spread 
out My Hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people ”’ 
(Rom. x. 21). 


It is also shown that they were chosen to be the first nation, 
not that they themselves might have the position for selfish 
enjoyment, but that, being first, they might be the channel 
through whom huge blessings should flow to the rest of the 
world. 

“‘ That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the 
gate of his enemies: and in thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed ’’ (Gen. xxii. 17, 18). 

““ And it shall come to pass that, as ye were a curse among 
the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so will I 
save you, and ye shall be a blessing . . . Yea, many peoples 
and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of Hosts in 
Jerusalem, and to intreat the favour of the Lord. Thus saith 
the Lord of Hosts: In those days it shall come to pass, that 
ten men shall take hold, out of all the languages of the nations, 
shall even take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with you ’’ 
(Zech. viii. 13, 22, 23). 

“ For if the casting away of them is the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead ?’’ (Rom. xi. 15). 

The Jews themselves fully believed—and in this they were 
supported by the teaching of the Talmud—that it was their 
mission to proselitize the whole world to Judaism. St. Paul, 
with this fact in his mind, writes :— 
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“ But if thou bearest the name of a Jew, and restest upon the 
law, and gloriest in God, and knowest His Will, and approvest 
the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, 
and art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, 
a light of them that are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, 
a teacher of babes. Thou therefore that teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself?’’ (Rom. ii. 17-21). 


The history of the Jews is little else than—on God’s part—a 
marvellous display of tenderness and patience, coupled with 
great exhibitions of power on their behalf; and on the Jews’ part 
—a wicked and wilful rebellion against Him, until such time as 
the long-suffering and mercy of God had ceased to have any 
good effect on them. God, therefore, rejected them and 
scattered them among the nations, first for the seventy years of 
the Babylonian Captivity, and then for the much longer period 
of the Christian Era. 

“‘ Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and the people, tres- 
passed very greatly after all the abominations of the heathen; 
and they polluted the house of the Lord which He had hallowed 
in Jerusalem. And the Lord, the God of their fathers, sent to 
them by His messengers, rising up early and sending: because 
He had compassion on His people, and on His dwelling place ; 
but they mocked the messengers of God, and despised His 
words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord 
arose against His people, till there was no remedy. Therefore 
He brought upon them the King of the Chaldeans, who slew 
their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, 
and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man 
or ancient: He gave them all into his hand ’’ (2 Chron. xxxvi. 
14-17). 

ve ne all Israel have transgressed Thy law, even turning 
aside, that they should not obey Thy Voice; therefore hath the 
curse been poured out upon us, and the oath that is written in 
the law of Moses the servant of God; for we have sinned 
against Him. And He hath confirmed His words, which He 
spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by 
bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath 
not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem”’ (Dan. ix. 
Liver 2): 

“ Ee your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid His Face from you, that He will 
not hear ”’ (Isa. lix. 2; see also Isa. v. 1-7, and Ezek. viii. 9-18). 


Restored to their land after the Babylonian Captivity, they 
soon drifted from God, and their evil course culminated in the 
greatest sin of all time—the rejection of Jesus as their Messiah, 
and His murder. Even after that crime was perpetrated, the 
mercy of God was not wholly withdrawn for some thirty or 
more years, during which forgiveness and restoration to favour 
was yet offered if they would repent. But they would not. 
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God therefore scattered them amongst the nations, and for the 
very long period of the Christian Era they have been a people 
without a land, alienated from God, and outcasts amongst the 
nations of the earth. 

“And when He (Jesus) drew nigh, He saw the city and 
wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known in this day, even thou, 
the things which belong unto peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, when thine 
enemies shall cast up a bank about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall dash thee to 
the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest 
not the time of th» visitation ’’ (Luke xix. 41-44). 

“And the next sabbath almost the whole city was gathered 
together to hear the Word of God. But when the Jews saw 
the multitudes, they were filled with jealousy, and contradicted 
the things which were spoken by Paul, and blasphemed. And 
Paul and Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, It was necessary 
that the Word of God should first be spoken.to you. Seeing ye 
thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles ’’ (Acts xiii. 44-46). 


If the matter ended here we might believe that God’s purpose 
concerning Israel had failed; but it does not end here, and 
prophecy shows the progress of events by means of which God 
will effect His original purpose, and make the Jew the greatest 
nation on earth, and the channel for the greatest of blessings 
to the rest of the world; for these two objects are inseparable 
in His plan. 


CHAPTER VII. 
Gop’s PURPOSE CONCERNING THE JEWS (continued). 


WE have seen that the Jews proved totally unworthy of the 
biessings and high position to which they were called, and were 
therefore rejected by God and dispersed among the nations; 
first, for the seventy years of the Babylonian Captivity; and 
after the restoration, again proving perverse, for the long period 
which has elapsed since the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus 
in a.D. 70. Has God cast them off for ever? No. The 
Scriptures. literally teem with passages which show that the 
Jews will again be restored to full favour with God. 

“For I would not, brethren, have you ignorant of this 
mystery, lest you be wise in your own conceits, that a harden- 
ing in part hath befallen Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in; and so all Israel shall be saved: even as it is 
written, 
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There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer; 

He shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

And this is My covenant unto them, 

When I shall take away their sins ’’ (Rom. xi. 25-27). 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me: because the Lord 
hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He 
hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to 
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, ‘to give unto them a@ 
garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might 
be glorified. And they shall build the old wastes, they shall 
raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the waste 
cities, the desolations of many generations. And strangers 
shail stand and feed your flocks, and aliens shall be your plow- 
men and your vinedressers. But ye shall be named the priests 
of the Lord; men shall call you the ministers of our God: ye 
shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their glory shall ye 
boast yourselves ’’ (Isa. Ixi. 1-6). 

“For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake I will not rest, until her righteousness go forth as 
brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth. And the 
nations shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: 
and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the Mouth of 
the Lord shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of beauty in 
the Hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the Hand of thy 
God. Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall 
thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called 
Hephzi-bah (my delight is in her), and thy land Beulah 
(married): for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land shall 
be married. For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall 
thy sons marry thee: and as a bridegroom rejoiceth over the 
bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee ’’ (Isa. Ixii. 1-5). 

‘‘ Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the peoples: but the Lord shall arise 
upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. And nations 
shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising 

. . For that nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall 
perish . . . Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself: For the Lord shall be thine Everlasting 
Light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy 
people also shall be all righteous, they shall inherit the land for 
ever; the branch of My planting, the work of My Hands, that 
I may be glorified ’’ (Isa. Ix. 1-3, 12, 20, 21). 

“T do not this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for Mine 
Holy Name, which ye have profaned among the nations whither 
ye went... And I will sanctify My Great Name, which hath 
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been profaned among the nations . . . For I will take you from 
among the nations, and gather you out of all the countries, and 
will bring you into your own land. And I will sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filihiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out “of your flesh, and I 
will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep 
My judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land 
that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be My people and I 
will be your God . . . I will cause the cities to be inhabited, 
and the waste places shall be builded . . . And they shall say, 
This land that was desolate is become like the Garden of Eden ”’ 
(Ezek. xxxvi. 22-35). 

*€ Behold, I will take the Bidens of Israel from among the 
nations, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every 
side, and bring them into their own land . . . and they shall 
dwell therein, they, and their children, and their children’s 
children, for ever ’’ (Ezek. xxxvii. 21-25). See also Jer. xxxiii. 
7-26. 


The question, Will the restoration to God’s favour carry with 
it restoration to the land of Canaan? cannot now arise. In 
fact, partial restoration to the land precedes the reconciliation, 
for we find, when reconciliation takes place, they are already 
in possession of the land. 

“For, behold, in those days, and at that time, when I bring 
again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all 
nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehosha- 
phat: and I will plead with them there for My people and for 
My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the 
nations, and parted My land’? (Joel iii. 1, 2). 

“ Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of reeling unto all the 
peoples round about, and upon Judah also shall it be in the 
siege against Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that I will make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all the 
peoples; all that burden themselves with it shall be sore 
wounded: and all the nations of the earth shall be gathered 
together against it ’’ (Zech. xii. 2, 3). 


It is therefore under conditions of great trouble that the 
reconciliation takes place, for we read : 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I 
will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplication; and they 
shall look unto Me Whom they have pierced: and they shall 
mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall 
be in bitterness for Him, as one is in bitterness for his firstborn 
. . . In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house 
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of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for 
uncleanness’’ (Zech. xii. 9, 10; xiii. 1). | 

To this agree the words spoken by Jesus when He left the 
Temple for the last time : 

““O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killeth the prophets, and 
stoneth them that are sent unto her! . . . Behold your house 
is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see 
Me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord. And Jesus went out from the Temple ”’ 
{Matt. xxiii. 37-39; xxiv. 1). 


In times past the Jews often sinned and were punished, 
repented and were forgiven, only to fall into sin and again be 
punished. Will this be continued ad infinitum? No. A new 
‘covenant will be made with them, and they will for ever delight 
to do God’s Will. 

“And a Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that 
turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. And as for 
Me, this is My covenant with them, saith the Lord: My Spirit 
that is upon thee, and My words which I have put in thy mouth, 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever ’’ (Isa. lix. 20, 21). 

“Thy people also shall be all righteous, they shall inherit the 
dand for ever ’’ (Isa. Ix. 21). 

“Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and 
rejoice with all thy heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord 
hath iaken away thy judgments, He hath cast out thine enemy ; 
the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou 
shalt not fear evil any more ’’ (Zeph. iii. 14, 15). 

““ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make 
anew covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah . . . This is the covenant, that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put My 
Jaw in their inward parts, and in their hearts will I write it; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people; and they 
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know 
Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I 
remember no more ”’ (Jer. XXXi. 31-34). 

“And I will bring again the captivity of My people Israel, 
and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they 
shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall 
also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant 
them upon their land, and they shall no more be plucked up out 
of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God’’ 
(Amos ix. 14, 15). 

“* But Judah shall abide for ever, and Jerusalem from gener- 
ation to generation’’ (Joel iii. 20). See also Ezekiel xxxvii. 
21-25 (quoted above). 
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These things being so, the Jews will then become missionaries 
to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles; and through their 
ministration, the whole world will be brought to a knowledge 
of the truth, learn to love God, and to serve Him for ever. 

‘‘ Also the strangers, that join themselves to the Lord, to 
minister unto Him, and to love the Name of the Lord, to be His 
servants . . . even them will I bring to My holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in My house of prayer; . . . for Mine house 
shall be called an house of prayer for all peoples. The Lord 
God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I 
gather others to him, beside his own that are gathered ’’ (Isa. 
Ivi. 6-8). 

Hy i time cometh that I will gather all nations and tongues ; 
and they shall come, and shall see My glory ’’ (Isa. Ixvi. 18). 

“* And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of 
all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from 
year to year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to 
keep the feast of tabernacles ’’ (Zech. xiv. 16). 

“At that time will I bring you in, and at that time will I 
gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all 
the people of the earth, when I bring again your captivity before 
your eyes, saith the Lord ’’ (Zeph. iii. 20). 

““ Now if their fall is the riches of the world, and their loss 
the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? . . 
For if the casting away of them is the reconciling of the world, 
what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?’’ 
(Rom, 2Xi--12;, 15). 


The subject dealt with in this chapter is by no means com- 
plete, for each of the separate aspects of it will come up for 
more detailed consideration in later chapters, in which will be 
traced the progress of events by means of which so glorious. 
and so remarkable a change will be brought about. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
THE SPIRITUAL SALVATION OF THE JEWS. 


THE earlier portion of this chapter is devoted to an attempt to 
fit certain known facts into a probable sequence. Fortunately, 
the vital principle of prophecy is not affected by its acceptance 
or refusal, the time occupied by these events being very short; 
and the subsequent events more clearly portrayed. 

After the removal of all christians by the Rapture of the 
Church, there must of necessity be some on the earth to testify 
for God; for it is written, 

“And yet He left not Himself without witness’’ (Acts xiv. 17); 
and that word is true of all ages, past as well as future. 
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It is highly probable that the startling fact of the Rapture will 
cause many to believe—too late to join the Church in the 
Rapture, or to join with her in the glories that await her here- 
after—but not too late for salvation. But the Day or Grace is 
ended. The conditions of salvation are altered; for it is now, 

““He that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved ’’ 
(Matt. xxiv. 13); 
and the present day gospel of grace under which salvation is 
free, and freely offered to all who will accept it, and from which 
nothing created can separate the recipient (see Rom. viii. 38, 39) 
is now withdrawn; and those who would have salvation must 
be prepared to endure many things for it, or lose it. 

The visible Church (i.e., the whole body of professing 
christians), emptied of all believers, then becomes manifested 
as the Harlot Church, as shown in Rev. xvii., and in the words 
of our Lord Jesus : 

“Another parable spake He unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, till it was all leavened’’ (Matthew 
ail. 33). 

Now leaven, as used in the Scriptures, always typifies cor- 
ruption, and there are three great divisions into which the 
visible Church is now divided—Roman, Greek, and Protestant; 
by the removal of all believers from each, they become wholly 
corrupt, and rightly described as a great harlot, and Satan’s 
caricature of the Bride. 


But this Harlot Church will not dare to admit the fact of the 
Rapture; to do so would imperil her very existence as a Church; 
she will even persecute to the death those who proclaim it. 
Hence, at a time subsequent to the Rapture, at the opening of 
the fifth seal, certain souls are seen under the altar. 

““ And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the 
altar the souls of them that had been slain for the Word of 
God, and for the testimony which they held: and they cried 
with a great voice, saying, How long, O Master, the Holy and 
True, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? And there was given to each one a white 
vobe; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet 
for a little time, until their fellow-servants also and their 
brethren, which should be killed even as they were, should be 
fulfilled ’’ (Rev. vi. 9-11). 

These are told to wait till after the next persecution—that of 
Rev. xiii. 15. 

“ And it was given unto him to give breath to it, even to the 
image of the Beast, that the image of the Beast should both 
speak, and cause that as many as should not worship the image 
of the Beast should be killed.’’ 

As both these bands of martyrs are raised from the dead after 
the marriage of Christ to the Church, and after His descent to 
the earth— 
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‘‘ And I saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for 
the testimony of Jesus, and for the Word of God [the first line 
of martyrs], and such as worshipped not the Beast, neither his 
image, and received not the mark upon their foreheads and 
upon theiy hand [the second line of martyrs]; and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years ’’ (Rev. xx. 4) 

-——it follows that they must have died after the Rapture, or they 
would of necessity have taken part in it. 


Probably the first line of witnesses—mainly Gentiles—soon 
becomes extinct, and in their place a Jewish line of witnesses 
appears, who, in point of time, are between the first and second 
persecution. 

The Jewish witnesses preach the ‘‘ gospel of the kingdom ”’ 
which is quite distinct from the ‘gospel of grace’’ of the 
present day, and from the ‘‘ everlasting gospel ’’ of the later 
date of Rev. xiv. 6, 7, but is the same gospel as preached by 
John the Baptist, also by Jesus in His earlier ministry, and by 
His disciples when they went forth by two and two, in the life- 
time of our Lord, and is described as 

“‘ Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand ’’ (Matt. 
iii. 2). ' 

This gospel will be preached everywhere for a testimony only, 
for very few will believe it; 

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the 
whole world for a testimony unto all the nations; and then shall 
the end come ’’ (Matt. xxiv. 14). 

These Jewish witnesses are probably those symbolised by the 
144,000 of Rev. vii. 1-8 (they will be more fully dealt with in 
chap. xvii.). Whilst the Jews, as a nation, are by this time in 
possession of Palestine, these witnesses are not all there with 
them, but are scattered throughout the world (as will be shown 
in chap. xvii.). 


‘ 


Now the spiritual salvation of the Jews as a nation is quite 
distinct from their political salvation, the spiritual being first in 
point of time. The spiritual salvation is clearly revealed in 
Zechariah xii., from which we gather that the Jews are in 
Jerusalem, and in great trouble. 

“ Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of reeling unto all the 
peoples round about, and upon Judah also shall it be in the 
siege against Jerusalem . . . And it shall come to pass in that 
day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against 
Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of suppli- 
cation: and they shall look unto Me Whom they have pierced: 
and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only 
son’’ (Zech. xii. 2-10). 

The result of this vision of Jesus is a great national repent- 
ance. 

““In that day shall be a great mourning in Jerusalem... 


THE SPIRITUAL SALVATION OF THE JEWS. 31 


And the land shall mourn, every family apart... all the 
families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart ’” 
(Zech. xii. 11-14). 

Their repentance is followed (as repentance in every age is 
followed) by forgiveness and restoration to God’s favour. 

““In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house ° 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for 
uncleanness ’’ (Zech. xiii. 1). 

Repentance then begets (as true repentance always does) 
good works. 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets 
shall be ashamed every one of his vision, which he prophesieth ’” 
(Zech. xiii. 4). 

But the trouble of the Jew is not ended with his conversion 
and reconciliation to God, but seems to be much increased 
thereby, for we read directly afterwards : 

“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is 
tried: . . . Behold, a day of the Lord cometh, when thy spoil 
shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all the 
nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, 
and the houses rifled, and the women ravished: and half of the 
city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people 
shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth, 
and fight against those nations, as when He fought in the day 
of battle. And His Feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east’’ (Zech. xiii. * 
9; xiv. 1-4). 

When the Jews have reached this extremity, and have been 
almost exterminated, then our Lord Jesus will descend to the 
earth, and destroy all who were fighting against them, re- 
establish them in security and peace, and thus bring about their 
political salvation : 

«« And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite 
all the peoples that have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh 
shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their 
eyes shall consume away in their sockets, and their tongue shall 
consume away in their mouth ’’ (Zech. xiv. 12); 
and His reign on earth will begin. 


The APPEARANCE of the Lord Jesus Christ is evidently quite 
distinct from His descent to the Mount of Olives; the appear- 
ance bringing spiritual, the descent, political, salvation to the 
Jew. To this distinction agrees : 

“© T charge thee in the Sight of God, and of Christ Jesus .. . 
and by His Appearing and His kingdom: preach the Word’’ 
(2 Tim. iv. 1). 

We have seen that the Jews’ greatest trouble comes after 
the APPEARING of the Lord Jesus, but there are some who, 
looking for Him to appear, are allowed to escape this period 
of great trouble. 
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“ But take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and that day come on you suddenly as a snare: for 
so it shall come upon all them that dwell on the face of all the 
earth. But watch ye at every season, making supplication, that 
ye may prevail to escape all these things that shall come to 
pass, and’to stand before the Son of Man’’ (Luke xxi. 34-36). 

These are most probably the 144,000 who have been preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, for it is written, 

“And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on the Mount 
Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty and four thousand, 
having His Name, and the Name of His Father, written on 
their foreheads. . . . These are they which are not defiled with 
women: for they are virgins. These are they which follow the 
Lamb whithersoever He goeth. These were purchased from 
among men, to be the firstfruits unto God and unto the Lamb ’”’ 
(Rev. xiv. 1-4). 

These are called virgins, and are therefore to be identified 
with the virgins of the wedding, ‘‘ The virgins her companions 
that follow her’’ (Psa. xlv. 14); also with the wise virgins of 
the parable of Matt. xxiv. 1-12, who, in both instances are 
present at the marriage feast of the Lamb, which is held in 
heaven while there is so great a trouble on the earth. This 
being so, we can well understand the earnest knocking of the 
foolish virgins (who are left on the earth) in their desire to 
escape this trouble; but the door is shut. 


To sum up briefly. The Appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is to the Jew only (compare with His appearance to Saul in 
Acts ix. 7), when those looking for Him are removed from the 
earth, and its trouble, and are present at the marriage feast. 
Those of the Jews who are not looking for Him, see Him, and 
are converted, but they are left on the earth to pass through 
the Great Tribulation which is only ended when the Lord Jesus 
descends to the earth, in the sight of all men, and stands on 
the Mount of Olives, and His reign on earth begins. 


CHAPTER IX. 
THE TRIBULATION OF THE JEWS. 


WE have seen that the Jews are reconciled to the Lord Jesus, 
and accept Him as their Messiah, during troublesome times; 
also that the means used for the reconciliation is the vision of 
Jesus, whereby He makes Himself known to them, and that 
their trouble is not ended by their belief in Him, but rather 
increased thereby. The cause of this will be dealt with more 


fully in future chapters, but may now be described very briefly 
as follows. 
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_ The great world-powers of the Gentile nations will, by this 
time, be concentrated in the person of One—Antichrist. The 
visible Church left on the earth after the Rapture of believers 
will, by this time, have been totally destroyed, by disestablish- 
ment and disendowment (as shown in Rev. xvii. 16), by the 
same power that afterwards elects Antichrist to his high 
position. The whole force at the disposal of Antichrist will then 
be used in direct and deliberate opposition to God, as shown in 
many passages of Scripture. 

“And the sixth (angel) poured out his bowl upon the great 
viver, the river Euphrates; . . . And I saw coming out of the 
mouth of the Dragon, and out of the mouth of the Beast, and 
out of the mouth of the False Prophet, three unclean spirits, as 
it were frogs: for they are the spirits of devils, working signs; 
which go forth unto the kings of the whole world, to gather 
them together unto the war of the great day of God, the 
Almighty ’’ (Rev. xvi. 12-14). 

“ And I saw the Beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against Him that sat 
upon ie horse (Jesus Christ), and against His army’’ (Rev. 
ix. 109). 


The Jews, having seen the Lord Jesus, believe in Him; and 
whereas before their conversion they were in league with 
Antichrist, being bound by a firm treaty to him, after their 
conversion they are in direct opposition to him. 

The warfare of Antichrist against God now takes the definite 
form of seeking to destroy the Jews, who now believe in God, 
and are practically His only witnesses on the earth. 

“‘ For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall 
bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather 
all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehosha- 
phat:...Proclaim ye this among the nations: prepare war: 
stir up the mighty men; let all the men of war draw near, let 
them come up. Beat your plowshares into swords, and your 
pruning hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 
Haste ye, and come, all ye nations round about, and gather 
yourselves together: thither cause Thy mighty ones to come 
down, O Lord. Let the nations bestir themselves, and come 
up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all 
the nations round about’? (Joel iii. 1-12). 

“© And he (the prince who shall come, i.e., Antichrist) shall 
speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of the Most High: and he shall think to change the 
times and the law; and they shall be given into his hand until a 
time, and times, and half a time. But the judgment shall sit, 
and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to 
destroy it unto the end ’’ (Dan. vii. 25, 26). 

“‘ And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies; and there was given to him authority to 
continue forty and two months. And he opened his mouth for 
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blasphemies against God. . . . And it was given unto him to 
make war with the saints, and to overcome them; and there 
was given to him authority over every tribe, and people, and 
tongue, and nation ’”’ (Rev. xiii. 5-7). 
(See also the passages from Zech. xili. g and xiv. 1-4 in chapter 
Viii.). 

ae Jews, under this new trouble, will confess their sins, and 
the sins of their forefathers, and will plead for pardon and | 
rescue. Many months pass by, and the deliverance prayed for 
is not granted, but their faith in God does not fail under this 
trial; their pleading for help becomes yet more earnest, and 
their one hope and desire is that the Lord Jesus will return to 
them to save them from their enemy. Hence the joy with which 
they greet Him when He does come again. The whole of the 
fifty-ninth chapter of Isaiah deals with this period, ending as it 
does, with 4 : 

“And He saw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no intercessor: therefore His own Arm brought 
salvation unto Him. . . . According to their deeds, accordingly 
He will repay, fury to His adversaries, recompence to His 
enemies. . . . And a Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto 
them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. 
And as for Me, this is My covenant with them, saith the Lord: 
My Spirit which is upon thee, and My words which I have put 
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth . . . from 
henceforth and for ever ’’ (Isa. lix. 16-21). 


The earnest pleading of the Jews for deliverance from Anti- 
christ, and for the Return of Jesus Christ their Messiah, 
through Whom alone deliverance can come, is clearly set forth 
in such passages as :— 

““T have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem: they 
shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that are the 
Lord’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, and give Him no rest 
till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth ’’ (Isa. Ixii. 6, 7). 

“‘ Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of 
Thy holiness and of Thy glory: where is Thy zeal and Thy 
mighty acts? the yearning of Thy bowels and Thy compassions 
are restrained toward me. . . . Return for Thy servants’ sake, 
the tribes of Thine inheritance. ... We are become as they 
over whom Thou never barest rule; as they that were not called 
by Thy Name. Oh that Thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 
Thou wouldest come down. . . . For Thou hast hid Thy Face 
from us, and hast consumed us by means of our iniquities. But 
now, O Lord, Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and Thou 
our Potter; and we all are the work of Thy Hand. Be not 
wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: 
behold, look, we beseech Thee, we are all Thy people. The holy 
cities are become a wilderness; Zion is become a wilderness s 
Jerusalem a desolation. Our holy and our beautiful house, 
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where our fathers praised Thee, is burned with fire; and all 
our pleasant things are laid waste. Wilt Thou refrain Thyself 
for these things, O Lord? wilt Thou hold Thy peace, and 
afflict us very sore?’ (Isa. Ixiii. 15-Ixiv. i. 7-12). 

Our Lord Himself, after speaking of this time of trouble, 
encouraged the Jews to be constant in prayer for relief, by 
giving them the parable of the Unjust Judge. 

“There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, and 
regarded not man: and there was a widow in that city; and 
she came oft unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 
And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within 
himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; yet because 
this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest she wear me 
out by her continual coming. And the Lord said, Hear what 
the unrighteous judge saith. And shall not God avenge His 
elect, which cry to Him day and night, and He is long-suffering 
over them? I say unto you, that He will avenge them speedily. 
Howbeit when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on 
the earth?’’ (Luke xviii. 1-8). 

At length the day arrives when it shall please God in His 
mercy to answer them. The Lord Jesus descends to the Mount 
of Olives, and by His Presence puts an end to all warfare, 
destroying all who have been fighting against His people, the 
Jews. He is received by the Jews with the greatest of joy as 
their Messiah and King, and His glorious reign on earth begins. 


The closing scenes of this terrible time, and the wonderful 
results of the Return of our Lord to the earth, are thus 
described :— 

“* And then shall be revealed the Lawless One, whom the Lord 
shali slay (margin, consume) with the Breath of His Mouth, 
and bring to nought by the manifestation of His Coming; even 
he, whose coming is according to the working of Satan, with 
all power and signs and lying wonders ’’ (2 Thess. ii. 8, 9). 

““ For, behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace; and 
all the proud, and all that work wickedness, shall be stubble: 
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord oj 
Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But 
unto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of Righteousness 
arise with healing in His Wings: and ye shall go forth, and 
gambol as calves of the stall’? (Malachi tv. 1, 2). 

“Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the ends of the 
earth, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy salvation 
cometh. . . . Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments? . . . Wherefore art Thou red in Thine apparel, and 
Thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? I have 
trodden the winepress alone; and of the peoples there was no 
man with Me: yea, I trod them in Mine anger, and trampled 
them in My fury: and their lifeblood is sprinkled upon My 
garments, and I have stained all My raiment. For the day of 
vengeance was in My Heart, and the year of My redeemed is 
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come. And I looked, and there was none to help; and I won- 
dered that there was none to uphold: therefore Mine own Arm 
brought salvation unto Me; and My fury, it upheld Me. And 
I trod down the peoples in My anger, and made them drunk in 
My fury, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth”? (Isa. 
Ixii. 11; Ixiii. 1-6). 

‘‘ And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite 
all the peoples that have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh 
shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their 
eyes shall consume away in their sockets, and their tongue 
shall consume away in their mouth’’ (Zech. xiv. 12). 

‘‘ And I saw the Beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against Him that sat 
upon the horse, and against His army. And the Beast was 
taken, and with him the False Prophet that wrought the signs 
in his sight . . . they twain were cast alive into the Lake of 
Fire that burneth with brimstone: and the rest were killed with 
the sword of Him that sat upon the horse ’’ (Rev. xix. 19-21). 


CHAPTER X. 
THE RISE OF THE TEN KINGDOMS IN CHRISTENDOM. 


HaAviInG traced the course of events which intervene between 
the ‘‘ political’’ fall and the ‘‘ political’’ salvation of Israel, 
we must now go back to the time of that fall, and trace from 
thence the progress of events in the Gentile nations. 

But here a word of explanation is needful. The Scriptures 
are designed by the Holy Spirit to show God’s dealings with 
His people, the Jews, and all historical events which do not 
bear directly on that people are neglected in them. Many events 
which loom large in the Gentile’s eyes are absolutely ignored 
by the Holy Spirit, because their effect on the Jews (if any) is 
too small or too indirect to warrant recording; as, for instance, 
the present European War (1915). 

We therefore find historical events of the beginning of this 
period fully dealt with, then a long silence, then the events of ~ 
the close of this period again clearly shown. 


The Scriptures plainly reveal to us that ten kingdoms, which 
together shall be co-extensive with the empire once ruled by 
Rome, are quite the final stage of the development of the 
Gentile world-power which exists while the Jew is under God’s 
displeasure; this period being spoken of in Scripture as the 
** Times of the Gentiles. ’’ 

“And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ’’ (Luke xxi. 24). 

““A hardening in part hath befallen Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in’’ (Rom. xi. 25). 
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To understand the ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles ’’ fully we must 
go back to the camp of the Israelites in the wilderness, and 
there we find that, by Divine command, the Mercy Seat was 
prepared and placed in the Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle; 
and that Mercy Seat became the Throne of God upon earth. 

“And thou shalt put the Mercy Seat above upon the ark; 

. and there will I meet with thee, and I will commune with 
thee from above the Mercy Seat . . . of all things which I will 
give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel’’ (Exod. 
XXV..27, 22). 

It is evident that, with Omnipotence on earth as King, all 
creation must be subordinate to Him; and that the people over 
whom He rules must, of necessity, occupy the highest place 
among the nations of the earth. It is a matter of common 
historical knowledge, that the Mercy Seat was afterwards 
placed in the Temple at Jerusalem, and that God was pleased to 
reign there, as He had done previously in the Tabernacle. 


We must now follow very briefly the causes which led to God 
vacating the Mercy Seat, and refusing to remain on the earth 
any longer as King of Israel (this withdrawal of God is not 
permanent, see Rev. xxi. 3). 

The Jews were a perverse, stiff-necked, sinful people, pro- 
voking God to anger continually, and wilfully forsaking Him. 
The long-suffering and continual mercies of God being often 
turned by the Jews into fresh excuses for sinning against Him, 
until a time came that further mercy given would have led them 
to deeper sin. Then the wrath of God arose against His people, 
and He punished them by withdrawing from their midst, and 
they were no longer the greatest nation on earth. 

““ Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and the people, 
trespassed very greatly after all the abominations of the 
heathen; and they polluted the house of the Lord which He 
had hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, sent to them by His messengers, rising up early and 
sending; because He had compassion on His people, and on 
His dwelling place; but they mocked the messengers of God, 
and despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no 
remedy ”’ (2 Chron. xxxvi. 14-16). 

“©And the Spirit lifted me up... and brought me in the 
visions of God to Jerusalem. . . . And He said. unto me, Son 
of man, seest thou what they do? even the great abominations 
that the house of Israel do commit here, that I should go far 
off from My sanctuary? ... And He brought me into the 
inner court of the Lord’s house, and behold, at the door of the 
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, were about 
five and twenty men, with their backs towards the temple of the 
Lord, and their faces towards the east, and they worshipped 
the sun towards the east ’’ (Ezek. viii. 3-16). 
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God therefore withdrew from the Temple, and forsook His 
throne on the Mercy Seat, but He did so with considerable 
reluctance, halting now and again, as though to give the people 
more time for repentance (as shown in Ezek. x. and xi.) : 

“And the glory of the Lord mounted up from the cherub, 
and stood over the threshold of the house. . . . And the glory 
of the Lord went forth from over the threshold of the house 
. . . And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the 
city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of 
the city (Ezek sx. 4, 0S ox, 23). 

The Temple of Jerusalem was no longer the Temple of God; 
and when He had left the earth the headship of the nations 
passed from the Jews to the Gentiles, and the ‘‘ Times of the 
Gentiles ’’ began. 

The effect of all this was immediately seen, for Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the head of the then greatest Gentile power, destroyed 
Jerusalem with its Temple, and led the Israelites into captivity. 
From that moment the Jews have never been a free nation, nor 
can they be until the ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles ’’ are fulfilled, and 
God again comes to the earth, and dwells in the midst of His 
people (the Jews) . . . but this time in the Person of His Son 
Jesus Christ . . . as shown in— 

“ Afterwards He brought me to the gate, even the gate that 
looketh towards the east, and behold, the glory of the God of 
Israel came from the way of the east: and His Voice was like 
the sound of many waters: and the earth shined with His glory. 
And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I 
saw, when I came to destroy the city . . . and the glory of the 
Lord came into the house ... and behold the glory of the 
Lord filled the house’? (Ezek. xliii. 1-5; compare also with 
Hag. il. 6-9; Mal. iii. 1). 


We can now understand why God punished Nebuchadnezzar 
with the seven years of madness. He had destroyed the Temple 
of Jerusalem, which had been God’s dwelling place on earth. 
True, it was not God’s dwelling place when Nebuchadnezzar 
destroyed it, for God had departed from it, but Nebuchadnezzar 
did not realize that, and therefore thought that he and his god 
must be more powerful than Israel’s God. Hence his debase- 
ment until he knew that Jehovah still ruled, both in heaven 
and earth, and still did as He pleased in both. 

“Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s 
heart be given him; and let seven times pass over him. The 
sentence is by the decree of the watchers . . . to the intent that 
the living may know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will. . . . At the end 
of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up my eyes unto heaven, 
and my understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the 
Most High, and I praised and honoured Him that liveth for 
ever. . . . And He doeth according to His Will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of earth; and none can 
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stay His Hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?”’ (Dan. 
iv. 16, 17, 34, 35). 

beast’s heart was given him for seven years, and he, the 
head and beginning of the Gentile world-power, became a type 
of it; for beastly power (brute force, or blind unreasoning 
power) shall rule the earth for seven years, each day of which 
is equal to a year, or 7 x 360=2,520 years, which is the exact 
time of the rule of the Gentiles (a prophetic year being one of 
360 days); but this fact does not help us very much in attempt- 
ing to determine the date of the close of the Gentile rule, for 
the exact date of the beginning is shrouded in considerable 
obscurity. 


CHAPTER XI. 
THE RISE OF THE TEN KINGDOMS IN CHRISTENDOM (continued). 


WeE have already seen that the ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles ’’ 
extends from the time the Glory of God left the earth, until the 
time of its return (in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ), i.e., 
the period that elapses between Ezek. xi. 23, and xliii. 2-4. 
Four great world-powers hold rule during this period, viz., 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome; as was shown to 
Nebuchadnezzar in the form of a man (something noble and 
worthy of admiration). 

““Thou, O King, sawest, and behold a great image. This 
image, which was mighty, and whose brightness was excellent, 
stood before thee; and the aspect thereof was terrible. As for 
this image, his head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms 
of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass; his legs of iron, his 
feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a Stone 
was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his 
feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them in pieces. Then 
was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, 
broken in pieces together, and became like the chaff of the 
summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, 
that no place was found for them; and the Stone that smote 
the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
This is the dream, and we will tell the interpretation thereof 
before the King. Thou, O King, art king of kings. . . . Thou 
art the head of gold. And after thee shall arise another king- 
dom inferior to thee; and another third kingdom of brass, 
which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth king- 
dom shall be strong as iron, forasmuch as iron breaketh in 
pieces and subdueth all things, and as iron that crusheth all 
these, shall it break in pieces and crush. And whereas thou 
sawest the feet and toes, part of potters’ clay and part of iron, 
it shall be a divided kingdom; but there shall be in it of the 
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strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the tron mixed 
with the miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed 
with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of 
men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron 
doth not mingle with clay. And in the days of those kings shal. 
the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed, nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another 
people; but it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou 
sawest that a Stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, 
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the 
King what shall come to pass hereafter, and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure ’’ (Dan. ii. 31-45). 


These same great world-powers were also shown to Daniel, 
but in the forms of beasts (fierce unreasoning force). 

““T saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds 
of the heaven brake forth upon a great sea. And four great 
beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from the other. The 


first was like a lion . . . and, behold, another beast, a second, 
like to a bear. . . . After this, I beheld, and lo, another, like 
a leopard. . . . After this I saw in the night visions, and, 


behold, a fourth beast, terrible and powerful, and strong 
exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth, it devoured and brake 
in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet, and it was 
diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten 
horns ’’ (Dan. vii. 2-7). 

The clear interpretation of this remarkable vision is given 
later on in the same chapter, so that the matter is not left 
doubtful. 

““T came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him 
the truth concerning all this. So he told me, and made me know 
the interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which are 
four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. But 
the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and 
possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. 

“Then I desired to know the truth concerning the fourth 
beast, which was diverse from all of them, exceeding terrible 
. . . and concerning the ten horns that were on his head. . . . 
Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom upon 
earth, and shall be diverse from all the kingdoms, and shall 
devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and brake it 
in pieces. And as for the ten horns, out of this kingdom shall 
ten kings arise’? (Dan. vii. 16-24). 


Now each of these four kingdoms plays a very important 
part in the history of the Jews, and the Jews play a very 
important part in the history of some, at least, of these 
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kingdoms; for we find Babylon itself fell to the Medes and 
Persians under Cyrus, in order that the Jews might be allowed 
to return to their own land. 

“Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him. . . . 
I will go before thee, and make the rugged places plain; I will 
break in pieces the doors of brass, and cut in sunder the bars 
of tron. ... For Jacob My servant’s sake, and Israel My 
chosen ’’ (Isa. xlv. 1-4). 

Yet another reason for the fall of Babylon was the sin of 
Belshazzar, in using the holy vessels of the Temple of Jeru- 
salem for secular and profane purposes (see Dan. v. 17-30). 


The Medo-Persians held the power thus taken from the 
Babylonians, until they were conquered by the Greeks under 
Alexander the Great, who, dying after a reign of but few years, 
left his kingdom to be divided between four of his greatest 
generals. All this is clearly shown in vision to Daniel. 

“Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there 
stood before the river a ram which had two horns, and the 
two horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and 
the higher came up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, 
and northward, and southward; and no beast could stand 
before him. . . . And, as I was considering, behold, an he- 
goat came from the west over the face of the whole earth, and 
touched not the ground; and the goat had a notable horn 
between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had the two 
horns, which I saw standing before the river, and ran upon him 
in the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto the 
vam, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote 
the ram, and brake his two horns; and there was no power 
in the ram to stand before him. . . . And the he-goat magnified 
himself exceedingly, and when he was strong, the great horn 
was broken; and instead of it there came four notable horns 
towards the four winds of heaven. .. .”’ 

To whom also the interpretation of the vision was given : 

“* The ram which thou sawest that had the two horns, they 
are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough he-goat is 
the king of Greece; and the great horn that is between his 
eyes is the first king. And as for that which was broken, in 
the place whereof four stood up, four kingdoms shall stand up 
out of the nation, but not with his power ’’ (Dan. viii. 3-8, 20- 
22). 


Rome succeeded Greece as mistress of the world, and as an 
empire (as distinct from a city) has never been conquered or 
displaced, but split into the Eastern and Western Empires (as 
shown by the two legs of Nebuchadnezzar’s image); then each 
of these empires split up into many kingdoms and principalities ; 
the number, size, and relative importance of which have con- 
stantly varied for the last thousand years or more. 


4 
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If at any time these kingdoms, into which the Roman Empire 
is divided, could combine, and act in unison, the Roman Empire 
would live again. 

The Scriptures clearly foretell that this shall be so, for in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image, the ten toes, symbolising ten kings, 
‘do not appear until the very final stage of the Roman Empire; 
and if their height, compared with the height of the image, is 
any criterion of the length of duration, their existence must 
be an exceedingly brief one. The vision given to St. John 
agrees with and expands this view :— 

“‘And the ten horns that thou sawest are ten kings, which 
have received no kingdom as yet; but they receive authority 
as kings, with the Beast, for one hour. These have one mind, 
and they give their power and authority unto the Beast. These 
shall war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them, for He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings. . . . And 
the ten horns which thou sawest, and the Beast, these shall 
hate the harlot. . . . For God did put it in their hearts to do 
His Mind, and to come to one mind, and to give their kingdom 
unto the Beast, until the words of God should be accomplished ”’ 
(Rev. xvii. 12-17). 


Now two distinct features stand out in this text, viz., the 
ten kings have a very brief reign, one hour only, and they act 
in unison, and elect one person to be their head, to whom they 
give their authority and power. Therefore with this election 
the Roman Empire will live again. This we find is portrayed 
in: 
“‘T saw a Beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns 
and seven heads . . . and I saw one of his heads as though it 
had been smitten unto death; and his death stroke was healed, 
and the whole earth wondered after the Beast’’ (Rev. xiii. 1-3). 

“And they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, they whose 
name hath not been written in the Book of Life from the 
foundation of the world, when they behold the Beast, how that 
he was, and is not, and shall come. . . . The seven heads .. . 
are seven kings; the five are fallen, the one is, and the other 
ts not yet come ”’ (Rev. xvii. 8-10). 

(These seven kings seem to point to the seven successive 
forms of government of Rome. Five were fallen; kings, 
consuls, dictators, decemvirs, and tribunes; one was: 
emperors; and the other had, at that time, yet to come: Papal 
Rome). 

“The Beast that was, and is not, is himself also an eighth, 
and is of the seven, and he goeth into perdition’’ (Rev. xvii. 11). 

As it will be in the time of these ten kings that the kingdom 
of Christ will be set up on earth (see Dan. ii. 44, 45, as quoted 
above), it is evident that these kings have not yet risen, neither 
can they rise until immediately before the actual descent of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to the earth. 
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The Roman Empire, therefore, is restored to life by the 
federation of these ten kings, and it will be ruled over by one 
person (Antichrist), in whom also will live again the kingdoms 
of Greece, Medo-Persia, and Babylon; for we see each of these 
countries is in symbol shewn to exist in this Beast. 

“And I saw a Beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 

horns and seven heads (Rome). And the Beast which I saw 
was like unto a leopard (Greece), and his feet were as the feet 
of a bear (Medo-Persia), and his mouth as the mouth of a lion 
(Babylon) ”’ (Rev. xiii. 1, 2), 
{compare with Dan. vii. 2-7, quoted above); and therefore in 
its destruction, which shall be when the kingdom of Christ 
is set up, all the prophecies relating to any of these four king- 
doms which have not already met complete fulfilment, will then 
be realised. 


It is highly probable that these ten kingdoms will be of 
socialistic origin, and founded upon the ruins of the present 
kingdoms of South Europe and North Africa, for that was the 
portion of the world over which Rome ruled, and will boast 
their application of the much vaunted, but at that time, false: 
principle of brotherly love to all, as though unregenerate man 
could thus so easily quit his inate selfishness. 

That there will be great social upheavals at a time prior to 
the Coming of the Lord, in which many of the wealthier and 
ruling class will suffer much, and be dispossessed of nearly 
everything, seems to be clear from the following : 

““Ho Zion . . . the nations which spoiled you . . . Behold, 
I will shake My Hand over them, and they shall be a spoil to 
those that served them ’’ (Zech. ii. 7-9). 

“Go to now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that 
are coming upon you, your riches are corrupted and your gar- 
ments are moth eaten. Your gold and your silver are rusted, 
and their rust shall be for a testimony against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your treasure in the 
last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who mowed your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth out, and the 
cries of them that reaped have entered into the Ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived delicately on the earth, and 
taken vour pleasure; ye have nourished your hearts in a day 
of slaughter. Ye have condemned, ye have killed the righteous 
one; he doth not resist you. Be patient therefore, brethren, 
until the Coming of the Lord ’’ (James v. 1-7). 

‘‘ The ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have 
received no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority as kings 
with the Beast ’’ (Rev. xvii. 12). 

Compare also with the parable of the Unjust Steward, in 
which the serious advice is given to prepare for a period when 
wealth shall fail, by making friends with that wealth before 
such evil time should come. 

“And I say unto you, Make to yourself friends by means of 
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the mammon of unrighteousness, that when it shall fail, they 
may receive you into the eternal tabernacles ’’ (Luke xvi. 9). 

Assuming that the correct interpretation of the symbols, 
‘The sun, moon, and stars,’’ has been given in chapter 5, the 
socialistic nature of these ten kingdoms is then proved to 
demonstration, and the socialistic upheaval at their formation 
is thus described : 

“And I saw when He opened the sixth seal, and there was a 
great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth of 
hair, and the whole moon became as blood, and the stars of 
the heaven fell unto the earth, as a fig tree casteth her unripe 
figs when she is shaken by a great wind. And the heaven was 
removed as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain 
and island were moved out of their places. And the kings of 
the earth, and the princes, and the chief captains, and the rich, 
and the strong, and every bondman and freeman, hid themselves 
in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains; and they say 
to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us and hide us from 
the Face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath is come, and who 
is able to stand ’’ (Rev. vi. 12-17). 


(Note. This is not a description of the (so-called) end of the 
world, nor of the end of the age, for the seventh seal is not 
yet opened; nor have the seven trumpets been sounded; nor 
have the seven vials of wrath been poured out; as indeed they 
must be, before the kingdoms of this earth become the king- 
doms of God and of His Christ; as has been shown in chap. iv. 

Compare also with Dan. viii. 8-11, 23-25; the little horn 
there spoken of, being undoubtedly the same as the elected 
head of the ten kings, as we hope to prove in chapter xiii.; also 
compare with Hag. ii. 21, 22, and Heb. xii. 26-29.) 

The ten kings will totally destroy the apostate Church, before 
they elect Antichrist to be their head and king. But this 
subject must be reserved for another chapter. 


CHAPTER XII. 
THE FaLt OF THE APOSTATE CHURCH. 


‘WE have traced the ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles ’’ from its beginning 
to its final stage, and have noted that immediately before the 
end, the Roman Empire will be divided into ten (probably 
socialistic) kingdoms. 

When this stage is reached, we know from Scripture that 
the Church then existing will be destroyed by these kingdoms, 
who will be acting in unison, and who, in this destruction, wilf 
be blindly carrying out God’s Will, even while they are in 
deliberate opposition to Him. 
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“ And the ten horns which thou sawest, and the Beast, these 
shall hate the Harlot, and shall make her desolate and naked, 
and shall eat her flesh, and shall burn her utterly with fire. 
For God did put it in their hearts to do His Mind and to come 
to one mind, and to give their kingdom unto the Beast until 
the words of God should be accomplished ’’ (Rev. xvii. 16, 17). 


Now a difficulty may present itself to the minds of many as 
to the possibility of this happening to the Church, for are we 
not told, 

“Christ also loved the Church, and gave Himself up for it... 
that He might present the Church to Himself a glorious Church, 
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish . . . because we are members of 
His Body ’’ (Eph. v. 25-29). 

But the position will become quite clear as we realise that 
the term ‘‘ Church,’”’ as commonly used, embraces many who 
are christians in name only, and shelters crowds who by 
teaching false doctrines are antagonistic to the ‘‘ Truth as it 
is in Jesus,’’ and that this state of evil dates back to the time 
of the Apostles; for the Scriptures, and secular history, are 
clear on this fact, that error crept into the Church almost im- 
mediately after Pentecost. 

““ For many deceivers are gone forth into the world, even 
they that confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh, this 
is the Deceiver and the Antichrist ’’ (2 John i. 7). 

““ For there are certain men crept in privily, even they who 
were of old set forth unto this condemnation, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying 
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ ’’ (Jude 4). 

““O Timothy, guard that which is committed unto thee, 
turning away from profane babblings and oppositions of the 
knowledge which is falsely so-called; which some professing 
have erred concerning the faith ’’ (1 Tim. vi. 20). 

These and other errors have so increased since that time, 
that in many directions truth is entirely obscured; in others, 
but dimly seen; and in very few places is the pure truth of the 
Scriptures either taught or believed. 


Now God being the origin of the pure and good, we must 
admit another (and satanic) origin for the evil. Therefore in 
the Church as we know her—and the same is perfectly true of 
her in all ages past—we see the believer, the true Church, the 
Bride, the work of God, side by side with, and, to us, indis- 
tinguishable from, the unbeliever but professor, who is the 
false Church, the Harlot, the work of Satan; but we know it 
is only the believers, or true Church, who become the Bride, 
the wife of the Lamb. 


We look for the resurrection from the dead, when we who 
are alive and remain until the Coming of the Lord, shall together 
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with those who were dead, be caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air (this has already been dealt with in chapter i.). 

A separation thus takes place, the Bride leaves the visible 
Church, not one believer being left behind, and the Church on 
earth will then contain nothing but the harlot portion in her, 
thereby fulfilling : 

“Another parable spake He unto them, The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
three measures of meal, till it was all leavened ’’ (Matt. xiii. 33); 
and it is this portion which is destroyed by the ten kingdoms. 


The history of the harlot Church on earth after the Rapture 
of the Bride is somewhat as follows :—The removal of the 
Bride does not seriously affect its appearance, for owing to a 
large number of both ministers and congregation being but 
professors of Christianity, enough will be left behind for the 
services to go on as usual. A line of witnesses will arise who 
will boldly proclaim the fact of the Rapture, and thereby 
incidentally prove that the Church then existing is nothing but 
the Harlot. 

These witnesses will be persecuted by the Church, even to 
death, and quickly exterminated, and it is the souls of these 
witnesses that are seen under the altar at the opening of the 
fifth seal. 

““ And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath 
the altar the souls of them that had been slain for the Word of 
God and for the testimony which they held ’’ (Rev. vi. 9, 10). 

At the present time, notwithstanding many and powerful 
efforts to the contrary, there are three great divisions in the 
Church, viz., Roman, Greek, and Protestant; but by that time 
they will have combined, either corporally or in purpose, for 
she is always spoken of in the singular, 

“And I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast ’”’ 
(Rev. xvii. 3), 
and will probably be under the headship of Rome; 

** And the woman whom thou sawest is the great city, which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth’’ (Rev. xvii. 18); 
and will obtain an immense power over the nations for the time 
being, for she is seen sitting on the Beast, who, we are told, 
represents the nations. 

The teaching of this false Church will be a form of godliness, 
without the spirit; ceremony, but not faith; and above 
everything else, the self-exaltation of the Church. 

““ But know this, that in the last days grievous times shall 
come. For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boast- 
ful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, with- 
out self control, fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, 
puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding 
a form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof... 
led away with the divers lusts, ever learning, and never able 
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to come to the knowledge of the truth . . . men corrupted in 
mind, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed 
no further, for their folly shall be evident to all men. . . Yea, 
and all that would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse- 
cution. But evil men and impostors shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. . . . I charge thee in the Sight 
of God, and of Christ Jesus, Who shall judge the quick and the 
dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom, preach the 
Word. . . . For the time will come when they will not endure 
the sound doctrine; but having itching ears, will heap to them- 
selves teachers after their own lusts, and will turn away from 
the re and turn aside unto fables ’’ (2 Tim. iii. 1-9, 12, 13; 
iv. 1-4). 


The ten kingdoms, as we have already seen, will war against 
God; and wrongly identifying the Harlot Church as the Church 
of Christ, in their warfare against God, will destroy her and 
secularise her property, using her huge wealth for other pur- 
poses, and by so doing will blindly fulfil God’s Will on that 
which is hateful to Him, as is shown in the passage quoted at 
the beginning of this chapter. 

The ten kings, having destroyed the Harlot Church, will 
then elect one person as their head and leader, and that person 
will be the Antichrist. 


CHAPTER XIII. 
Tue Rise oF ANTICHRIST. 


In chapter xiii. of Revelation we read of a Beast rising up out 
of the sea (i.e., the Gentile nations), having seven heads and 
ten horns, who is destroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ at His 
Coming. 

“And I saw a Beast coming up out of the sea, having ten 
horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten diadems, and upon 
his heads names of blasphemy.’’ 

“And the Beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and 
his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth 
of a lion’’ (Rev. xiii. 1, 2). 

““ And the Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet 

. they twain were cast alive into the Lake of Fire’’ (Rev. 
xi%:/20). 

One of the two mentioned in the second quotation is to be 
identified as the Lawless One, spoken of by St. Paul. 

*« And then shall be revealed the Lawless One, whom the Lord 
shall slay (margin, consume) with the Breath of His Mouth, 
and bring to nought by the manifestation of His Coming ’’ (2 
Thess. ii. 8). 


48 UNFULFILLED PROPHECY. 


The Beast, beside being ten-horned and seven-headed, and 
therefore to be identified with Rome, has marks resembling a 
leopard, and is therefore to be identified with ancient Greece; 
he has marks resembling a bear, and is therefore to be identified 
with Medo-Persia; and has marks resembling a lion, and is 
therefore to be identified with Babylon (see Dan. vii. 2-7, and 
16-24 in chapter xi.). So that in one sense or other each of 
these great powers will live again in him, and it shall be our 
task to prove this identity from Scripture. 


The identity with the Empire of Rome is clearly shown, for 
in the latter time of this empire it will be divided into ten 
kingdoms, symbolised by the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
image, and by the ten horns of the fourth Beast of Daniel’s 
vision, and we have already seen that these ten kings will elect 
one person as their head, and that in him the Roman Empire 
will live again. The fact ‘of his rising after the ten kings of the 
Roman Empire, is also shown in the vision of Daniel. 

“‘ After this I saw in the night vision, and behold a fourth 
Beast, terrible and powerful . .. and it had ten horns. I 
considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them 
another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns 
were plucked up by the roots, and, behold, in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things 
. . . I beheld even till the Beast was slain, and his body des- 
troyed, and he was given to be burned with fire. .. . Then I 
desired to know the truth concerning the fourth Beast .. . 
and concerning the ten horns that were on his head, and the 
other horn that had eyes and a mouth that spake great things, 
whose look was more stout than his fellows. I beheld, and the 
same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given 
to the saints of the Most High; and the time came that the 
saints possessed the kingdom. Thus he said, The fourth Beast 
shall be a fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse 
from all the kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth and 
shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And as for the ten 
horns, out of this kingdom shall ten kings arise, and another 
shall arise after them, and he shall be diverse from the former, 
and he shall put down three kings. And he shall speak words 
against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and he shall think to change the times and the law; 
and they shall be given into his hands until a time and times and 
half a time. But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take 
away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. 
And the kingdom and the dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the saints 
of the Most High ”’ (Dan. vii. 7-27). 

It is therefore abundantly proved that the Beast is identical 
with the Roman Empire. 
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Its identity with the Empire of Greece is as clearly shewn, 
for history tells us that Alexander the Great’s kingdom was 
divided at his death among four of his greatest generals, as 
shown to Daniel in a vision, where four horns rise up in the 
place of one horn (see Dan. viii. 3-22, which has already been 
dealt with in chapter xi.). 

Now in the LATTER time of their kingdom, WHEN THE TRANS- 
GRESSORS ARE COME TO THE FULL, a little horn shall arise out of 
one of these four horns, and shall do practically the same things 
as the little horn that came up last out of the fourth Beast, and 
which we have already identified as the Beast of Rev. xiii. 1. 

“And the rough he-goat is the King of Greece: and the great 
horn that is between his eyes is the first king. And as for that 
which was broken, in the place wherof four stood up, four 
kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not with his 
power. And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 
transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, 
and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. And his 
power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall 
destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper and do his pleasure; and 
he shall destroy the mighty ones and the holy people. And 
through his policy he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand. 
And he shall magnify himself in his heart, and in their security 
shall he destroy many; he shall also stand up against the 
Prince of Princes, but he shall be broken without hand ’’ (Dan. 
viii. 21-25). 

It is evident that this passage has not yet been fulfilled, for 
the transgressors are not yet come to the full, nor can they 
until the ‘‘ Man of Sin’”’ of 2 Thess. ii. 1-12 (who is destroyed 
by the Lord Jesus Christ at His Coming) is revealed. The 
whole language points to the person of Antichrist, who, as we 
have seen, must have that about him which identifies him with 
the Empire of Greece, and according to this vision must rise 
out of one of the countries into which Alexander’s kingdom was 
divided. But we have also shown that he must rise out of the 
country ruled over by the Empire of Rome; therefore as these 
two Empires are not identical in extent, it must follow that to 
rise out of both, Antichrist must rise out of the portion where 
these two empires overlap each other. 

Now Alexander ruled from Greece eastward to the borders of 
India, and from Egypt to the south of Russia, while the Empire 
of Rome was from Spain to Syria, and from the whole of north 
Africa to the countries of Austria, Germany, and Britain; and 
the only places where these two empires overlap, and which 
can be said to have been ruled over by each in turn, are the 
countries of Greece, Turkey, Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine, and 
Egypt; but as Palestine is for the Jews, and Antichrist rises 
out of the Gentiles, and as Egypt seems to be in opposition to 
him in his wars (see Dan. ii. 42, 43), we must conclude that it 
is out of either Greece, the Balkan States, Asia Minor, or Syria, 
that Antichrist shall come; but considering his dominating 
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influence in European politics, and that he is elected as head ? 


of the federated States of Roman Europe, we can safely con- 
clude it will be Europe, and not Asia, which produces him; 
again, when we consider the huge ambitions and general unrest 
of the Balkan States, which the present war (1915) will by no 
means satisfy, and that Antichrist is clearly shown to be backed 
by the great power of Russia (the King of the North—Palestine 
being the point of observation) in his warfare against the Jews 


(see Ezek., chapters 38 and 39), even as he is opposed by the — 


power holding Egypt (the King of the South), and that the 
ships of Chittim (Cyprus) shall come against him, we may 
safely conclude that he will come from one of the Balkan States, 
the whole of which he will probably consolidate into one king- 
dom, for we read: 

“* He shall come up, and shall become strong with a small 
people ’’ (Daniel xi. 23). 

“And he shall put down three kings ’’ (Daniel vii. 24); 
and by his rising the Empire of Greece will in a measure live 
again. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
Tue Rise oF ANTICHRIST (continued). 


We have already seen that Antichrist will be the head of the 
revived Roman and Grecian Empires. We have now to identify 
him with the headship of the revived Babylonian and Medo- 
Persian kingdoms, to prove complete fulfilment in him of the 
first verse of Rev. xiii. 

This is not proved as easily as was the case of the Roman 
and Grecian Empires, for to do so it must be shown that 
Babylon will be rebuilt, become the seat of Antichrist, and also 
partake of his ruin. 

Very many passages of Scripture deal with, and foretell, the 
destruction of Babylon, some showing with much detail how it 
will be accomplished (see Isa. xlvii., and Jer. 1. li.). Now if all 
these passages have not been completely fulfilled, they will have 
to be, even if Babylon has to be rebuilt to permit of them being 
carried out. 


History gives a very clear account of the city from its capture 
by the Medes and Persians under Cyrus until the christian era 
began, showing that its fall to Cyrus was not its ruin, but only 
the beginning of it. It lost its important position as head of 
an empire, and was forced to occupy a subordinate place, but 
did not submit without struggling to regain its lost estate : each 
rebellion, however, ended in disaster, the city lost ground 
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continually, its walls and gates being removed by Darius 
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Hystaspes in B.c. 521 (about 15 years after its capture by 
es as punishment for one such rebellion, as shown in Jer. 


“ The broad wall of Babylon will be utterly overthrown, and 
her high gates shall be burned with fire’’ ; 
but for all this, it decayed so slowly that it was a place of some 
importance even in the time of our Lord, for we find Peter 
writing : 

“She (the Church) that is in Babylon, elect together with 
you, saluteth you, and so doth Mark, my son’’ (1 Pet. v. 13). 

One point, however, is clearly revealed in Scripture, viz., the 
destruction of Babylon will be a sudden one, accompanied by 
all the horrors of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

“And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the 
Chaldeans’ pride, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt 
in from generation to generation ’’ (Isa. xiii. 19, 20). 

“ But these two things shall come to thee in a moment, in 
one day, the loss of children and widowhood: in their full 
measure shall they come upon thee, despite of the multitude 
of thy sorceries, and the great abundance of thine enchantments 

. . Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multi- 
tude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy 
youth ; if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest 
prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels; let 
now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognostica- 
tors, stand up and save thee from the things that shall come 
upon thee. Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn 
them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the 
flame ; it shall not be a coal to warm at, nor a fire to sit before’ 
(Isa. xlvii. 9-14). 

“‘TIt shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it 
be dwelt in from generation to generation. As when God 
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities 
thereof, saith the Lord, so no man shall dwell there, neither 
shall any son of man sojourn therein”’ (Jer. 1. 39, 40). 

“‘ Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and save every man his 
life; be not cut off in her iniquity. . . . Behold, I am against 
thee, O destroying mountain, saith the Lord, which destroyest 
all the earth; and I will stretch out Mine Hand upon thee and 
voll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt 
mountain. And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, 
nor a stone for foundations ; but thou shalt be desolate for ever, 
saith the Lord. . . . And Jeremiah wrote in a book all the eval 
that should come upon Babylon . . . and said to Seraiah, When 
thou comest to Babylon, then see that thou read all these words, 
and say, O Lord, Thou hast spoken concerning this place, to 
cut it off, that none shall dwell therein, neither man nor beast, 
but that it shall be desolate for ever. And it shall be, when 
thou hast made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt 
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bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Euphrates, and 
thou shalt say, Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise 
again because of the evil that I bring upon her’’ (Jer. li. 6-25, 
60-6 

ae prophecies have not yet been completely fulfilled, for 
its destruction was not a sudden one; other cities have been 
built with the stones of Babylon; men, although few in number, 
have constantly dwelt there since its fall: therefore these 
prophecies cannot relate to the old Babylon, but must be carried 
forward to a Babylon yet future. Assuming for the moment 
that the Babylon of Revelation is not a figure of speech, but the 
rebuilt city of Babylon itself, we have in its destruction cir- 
cumstances which will, in every sense, completely fulfil that 
which was spoken against Babylon in the Old Testament. 

“And the seventh (angel) poured out his bowl upon the air 

. and there were lightnings, and voices and thunders; and 
there was a great earthquake such as was not since there were 
men upon the earth; so great an earthquake, so mighty. . . 
And Babylon the Great was remembered in the Sight of God 
to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 
wrath’’ (Rev. xvi. 17-109). 

“ After these things I saw another angel coming down out 
of heaven, having great authority; and the earth was lightened 
with his glory. And he cried with a mighty voice, saying, 
Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great, and is become a habitation 
of devils, and a hold of every unclean and hateful bird. . 
And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come forth, 
My people, out of her, that ye have no fellowship with her sins, 
and that ye receive not her plagues; for her sins have reached 
even unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. . . 
Therefore in one day shall her plagues come, death and mourn- 
ing and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire, for 
strong is the Lord God which judged her. . . . Woe, woe, the 
great city, Babylon, the strong city! for in one hour is thy 
judgment come. And every shipmaster, and every one that 
saileth any whither, and mariners, and as many as gain their 
living by sea, stood afar off, and cried out as they looked upon 
the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like the great 
city? .. . Anda strong angel took up a stone, as it were a 
great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with a 
mighty fall shall Babylon the great city be cast down, and shall 
be found no more at all’’ (Rev. xviii.). 


It is now a matter of necessity that we prove that Antichrist 
and Babylon have a connection, the cne with the other; and 
in this the Scriptures seem very clear indeed. 

The prophet Zechariah had a series of visions, which are 
recorded in his book in chapters i. to vi., in which the recon- 
ciliation of Israel to God is shown under various aspects; and 
this reconciliation not having been accomplished, must be yet 
future. In chapter v. a vision is given of the removal of 
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““ WICKEDNESS ”’ out of the land of Israel, and the question is. 
asked, “‘ Whither do they bear it?’’ The answer given is :— 

“And he said unto me, To build her an house in the land of 
Shinar; and when it is prepared, she shall be set there in her 
own place ’’ (Zech. v. 10, 11). 

(The city of Babylon stood in the land of Shinar, as will be 
seen by reference to Gen. xi. 1, 2.) 

In the vision of Nebuchadnezzar, the golden head of the 
image, together with its breast of silver, is destroyed at the 
same time as the thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and the 
feet of iron and clay. We have seen that the golden head. 
represents Babylon, and the silver breasts represent Medo- 
Persia, and that both these empires are to be destroyed and. 
ground tc powder in the time of the ten kings of the last stage 
of the Roman Empire. 

“ Thou sawest till that a Stone was cut out without hands, 
which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and 
clay, and brake them in pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, 
the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken in pieces together, 
and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and’ 
the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them. 
. . . And in the days of those kings (those shown by the ten 
toes) shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed ... but at shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever ’’ (Dan. 
ii. 34, 35, 44): 

If each of these four kingdoms is destroyed in the time of the 
ten kings of the Roman Empire, it follows, as a matter of 
course, that they must all exist simultaneously with those ten 
kings for at least a portion of their reign; and as the Baby- 
lonian and the Medo-Persian Empires are not existing at the 
present time, it also follows that to be destroyed at some future 
date they must be again called into existence. We have already 
seen that the Beast of Rev. xiii. 1 has the mark of a bear 
(which symbolised Medo-Persia) and of a lion (which symbolised 
Babylon), so we can safely say that both these Empires will 
live again in him. We therefore gather that Babylon must be 
rebuilt and will then become the capital of Antichrist, and will 
be destroyed suddenly, even as Sodom and Gomorrah were; 
but before that destruction it will develop into an exceedingly 
wicked city, in which the people will be almost wholly given up: 
to spiritualism, astrology, and such like pursuits (see Isa. xlvii. 
g-14 and Rev. xviii., as already quoted), but it will also be 
exceedingly wealthy, and a very great trading centre (see Rev. 
XViil.). 

Antichrist will therefore be King of Babylon, and we know 
he will be taken alive at the Coming of our Lord and cast 
into hell. 

“‘ And the Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet 

. . they twain were cast alive into the Lake of Fire that 
burneth with brimstone’? (Rev. xix. 20); 
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and in him will be literally fulfilled the wonderful words spoken 
by Isaiah against a king of Babylon :-— 

‘Thou shalt take up this parable against the King of Baby- 
lon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city 
ceased. The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, the 
sceptre of the rulers, that smote the peoples in wrath with a 
continual stroke, that ruled the nations in anger with a perse- 
cution that none restrained. The whole earth is at rest and 
is quiet. . . . Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee 
at thy coming; it stirreth up the dead for thee, even the chief 
ones of the earth; it hath raised up from the thrones all the 
kings of the nations. All they shall answer and say unto thee, 
Art thou also become weak as we? Art thou become like unto 
us? Thy pomp is brought down to hell, and the noise of thy 
viols; the worm is spread under thee, and worms cover thee. 
How art thou fallen from heaven, O Day Star, Son of the 
Morning! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
lay low the nations! And thou saidst in thine heart, I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most 
High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the uttermost 
parts of the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon 
thee, they shall consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made 
the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms, that made the 
earth as a wilderness, and overthrew the cities thereof, that let 
not loose his prisoners to their home? All the kings of the 
nations, all of them sleep in glory, every one in his own house. 
But thou art cast away from thy sepulchre like an abominable 
branch, clothed with the slain, that are thrust through with the 
sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcase 
trodden under foot. Thou shalt not be joined with them in 
burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, thou hast slain 
thy people ’’ (Isa. xiv. 4-20). 


(In connection with this subject, the projected Bagdad 
Railway is of the greatest importance, seeing that it is proposed 
to carry it over the site of ancient Babylon, and it is hoped 
that it will be very largely used to carry merchandise between 
central Europe and the East; and if these hopes are realised 
we can well understand both the rebuilding of Babylon, and 
also the fact of it becoming a very great trading centre. 

We also learn (in March, 1908) that orders have been given, 
and are now being carried out, to repair the vast system of 
irrigation canals of the Babylonian plains, in order that the 
largest and most productive grain districts of the ancients may 
be again brought into cultivation. We have already seen that 
the city is to be prepared first, then ‘‘ wickedness’? will make 


it her home, and these coming events are already casting their 
shadows before them.) 


Note.—The present war (1915), whatever the ending may 
be, must have a very powerful and far-reaching effect on this 
district. If Germany and her allies are victorious, then German 
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interest in the Bagdad Railway will practically convert this 
country into a German colony; but if, as seems more than 
likely, Germany is beaten, the whole district is much too im- 
portant and valuable to leave in the hands of the Turks. It 
must therefore come under a European Power, and with the 
neighbouring state of Persia in the last stages of decay, such 
a change in the Babylonian Plains must seriously affect Persia 
also, probably to the extinction of her separate existence and 
her absorption into the new State of Babylon. 


CHAPTER XV. 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF ANTICHRIST TO THE JEWS. 


WE have seen that in Antichrist each of the four great world- 
powers of the Times of the Gentiles lives again. We have now 
to trace his progress and fall, and in so doing we shall find 
that the Jews play a very important part in both. 

The Jew will return to his own land in unbelief of the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus {as has been shown in chapters viii. and ix.), 
but by earnestly looking for the Messiah to come, will open the 
way for many to claim this office for themselves; for it is 
written of the period which immediately precedes the Coming 
of the Son of Man. 

“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ, 
or, Here; believe him not. For there shall arise false christs, 
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Behold, I have 
told you beforehand. If therefore they shall say unto you, 
Behold he is in the wilderness; go not forth; Behold, he is 
in the inner chamber; believe it not. For as the lightning 
cometh forth from the east, and is seen even unto the west; so 
shall be the Coming of the Son of Man”’ (Matt. xxiv. 23-27). 

These false messiahs, after meeting with varying success, 
seem finally to give place to one, who by superior signs and 
wonders appeals to them, and is accepted by the whole nation 
as their messiah, as was foretold by the Lord Jesus Christ in: 

““T am come in My Father’s Name, and ye receive Me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive ’’ 
(John v. 43). ; 

This latest false messiah is identical with the second Beast 
of Rev. xiii. who rises out of the land (the land, as we have 
seen, typifies the Jewish nation, in contradistinction to the sea, 
which typifies the Gentiles). 

“* And I saw another Beast coming up out of the earth, and 
he had two horns like unto a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 
And he exerciseth all the authority of the first Beast in his 
sight. And he maketh the earth and them that dwell therein, 
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to worship the first Beast, whose death-stroke was healed. 
And he doeth great signs, that he should even make fire to 
come down out of heaven upon the earth in the sight of men. 
And he deceiveth them that dwell on the earth, by reason of 
the signs which it was given him to do in the sight of the 
Beast’’ (Rev. xiii. 11-14). 

He is also clearly portrayed by St. Paul in: 

““ Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the Coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together unto Him: 
to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor 
yet be troubled, either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as 
from us, as that the day of the Lord is now present; let no man 
beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling 
away come first, and the Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of 
Perdition, he that opposeth and exalteth himself against all that 
is called God, or that is worshipped} so that he sitteth in the 
temple of God, setting himself forth as God. . .. For the 
mystery of lawlessness doth already work, only there is One 
that restraineth now, until He be taken out of the way. And 
then shall be revealed the Lawless One, whom the Lord Jesus 
shall slay (margin, consume) with the Breath of His Mouth, 
and bring to nought by the manifestation of His Coming ; even. 
he, whose coming is according to the working of Satan, with 
all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceit of 
unrightéousness for them that are perishing; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.’’ 

“And for this cause God sendeth them a working of error, 
that they should believe a lie; that they might all be judged . 
who believed not the truth, bui had pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness’ (2: Thess.di, 1-12), 


It is by means of miraculous powers that he gains complete 
control of the Jewish nation; the source of this great power 
being undoubtedly Satan, and it is probably spiritualistic in 
its method of application, for we read: 

““ But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times shali some 
fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils, through the hypocrisy of men that speak 
lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron’’ (1 
Pia, 002 13° 2) 

We have also seen that Babylon, just before its destruction, 
is wholly given over to the same vile doctrines (see Isa. xlvii. 
9-14, as shown in chapter xiv.). 


Antichrist being the head of the Gentile nations, having 
Babylon as his capital; and this false messiah being the head 
of the Jews, with Jerusalem as his capital; a seven year treaty 
will be entered into between them, the terms of which will 
probably include financial support of Antichrist by the Jews— 
which will be much needed by Antichrist because of his huge 
wars; and in return, Antichrist will undertake to afford the 
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Jews his protection—which also will be much needed, because 
of these same wars, the centre of which will be the eastern end 
of the Mediterranean Sea, the Jews in Palestine being a very 
small nation and quite incapable of protecting themselves in 
such troublesome times. 

This covenant, or treaty, is of the greatest importance as 
marking an epoch, for with its signature the last or seventieth 
week of Daniel’s prophecy will begin, and, as we know, it 
is at the end of the seventieth week that all the good things 
promised to the Jews will be given to them; and as they do 
not receive them except at the Hand of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
nor at any other time than at His Coming, it is evident that 
this treaty will be signed just seven years (a week of years) 
before the actual descent of Jesus to the Mount of Olives. 

““ Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people and upon thy 
holy city, to finish transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and 
to anoint the Most Holy ’’ (Dan. ix. 24). 

That it is Jesus Himself Who brings the glorious things to 
the Jews is proved by : 

“' And the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him that there was 
no yudgment. And He saw that there was no man, and won- 
dered that there was no intercessor; therefore His own Arm 
brought salvation unto Him, and His righteousness it upheld 
ATA Ss And a redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them 
that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord”’ (Isa. 
lix. 15-20). 

“‘ And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered 
that there was none to uphold; therefore Mine own Arm 
brought salvation unto Me, and My fury it upheld Me. And I 
trod down the peoples in Mine anger, and made them drunk in 
My fury, and I poured out their life-blood on the earth”’’ (Isa. 
Fxili. 5, 6). 


y 


The one week (of years) of this treaty is clearly foretold by 
Daniel as being the last of the wonderful seventy weeks of his 
prophecy, which seventy weeks he himself divides into periods 
of seven weeks, sixty-two weeks, and one week. After the 
sixty-two week period, Jerusalem shall be destroyed, for we 
read :— 

“And after threescore and two weeks shall the Anointed 
One (the Messiah Jesus) be cut off and shall have nothing. . . . 
And the people of the prince that shall come, shall destrov the 
city and the sanctuary ’’ (Dan. ix. 26). 

We must notice that it is THE PEOPLE of the prince that shall 
come (i.e., the Romans), and not the prince himself, who 
destroyed Jerusalem, which prophecy was fulfilled by Titus, in 
A.D. 70. The text in Daniel then describes how that HE, THE 
PRINCE THAT SHALL COME, shall make a firm covenant with 
many for one week (of years). ; 
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“And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one 
week ’’ (Dan. ix. 27). 

The week of years of this treaty is divided into two parts of 
equal length, 

“‘ And for one half of the week he shall cause the sacrifices 
and the oblation to cease ’’ (Dan. ix. 27), 
each portion of which is three years and a half, and as in 
prophetic years there are but 360 days, it follows that each 
portion contains 1,260 days, and that each portion is therefore 
otherwise expressed as time, times, and a half time, and by the 
term forty and two months. 

This period is constantly recurring in Scripture, sometimes 
on the basis (as in this case) of the day equalling a year, and 
sometimes on the basis of one day equalling only a day. 

There exists a good reason for the division of the seven years 
of the treaty into two portions, for each half is totally dissimilar 
from the other, the first being very peaceful for the Jews, the 
second being exceedingly troublesome for them. 

In the time of this treaty we see Jerusalem inhabited by the 
Jews, and ruled over by a false messiah who has miraculous 
and practically unlimited power. Sacrifices will again be offered 
up in the Temple (or in that place which does duty for the 
Temple) either as a direct result of this treaty, or guaranteed 
and supported by it. 

(This may seem to be impossible in a city and with a people 
so deceived and so antagonistic to God as the Jews will be at 
this time; but a reference to Isa. i. 10-27 will show that it is 
quite possible for two such opposite circumstances to exist 
together.) 

It is during the time of this treaty, probably during the first 
half, that the two witnesses of Rev. xi. prophesy in Jerusalem; 
and it is more than probable that Elijah will be one of them. 

“ Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord come. And he shall turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers; lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse ’’ (Mal. iv. 5, 6). 


CHAPTER XVI. 
THe SEVENTIETH WEEK OF DANIEL’S PROPHECY. 


SEVENTY weeks, each day of which equals a year, was the time 
appointed as the limit of the alienation of the Jews from God, 
at the end of which time perfect salvation was to be theirs. 

““ Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people and upon thy 
holy city, to finish transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
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lasting righteousness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and 
to anoint the Most Holy ”’ (Dan. ix. 24). 

But these weeks are divided up into portions of unequal 
length during which certain events are to happen. 

Seven weeks (or forty-nine years) are first separated, during 
which the City of Jerusalem was to rise from its ruins. 

“Know therefore and discern, that from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the 
Anointed One the Prince (margin, Messiah, the Prince), shall 
be seven weeks; and threescore and two weeks, it shall be 
built again, with street and moat, even in troublous times ’’ 
{Dan. ix. 25). 

After the seven weeks, sixty-two weeks were to pass by, and 
that would bring them to the time of Messiah the Prince; thus 
leaving one week, after the time of Messiah the Prince, to 
complete the seventy; when, as we have seen, complete salva- 
tion was to be given to the Jews; but as salvation has not yet 
been given to them, it is evident that the seventieth week has 
not yet expired. 

These seventy weeks began when Nehemiah was commanded 
to rebuild Jerusalem, in the month Nisan, and probably on the 
minth or tenth day of that month. 

““ And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes the King ... TI said unto the King, If it 
please the King, and if thy servant have found favour in thy 
sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of 
my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it. . . . So it pleased 
the King to send me’’ (Neh. ii. 1-6). 

The sixty-ninth week, therefore, expired in the month Nisan, 
and on a day when the Messiah the Prince was to be seen. We 
know that Jesus was the Messiah; but His was such a lowly 
life that we seek in vain for anything of a princely state, in 
connection with it, with the exception of that one day, when 
He rode into Jerusalem in lowly triumph, and the whole city 
was moved, and publicly proclaimed Him as Messiah the King, 
and that, too, even in the Temple of God. Twice He was 
requested to silence them, and twice He refused to do so; once 
by remarking that if they held their peace, the very stones 
would cry out; and once by describing the cry of the children 
as the perfection of praise. 

“And as He now was drawing nigh, even at the descent of 
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began 
to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice, for all the mighty 
works which they had seen; saying, Blessed is the King that 
cometh in the Name of the Lord: peace in heaven and glory 
in the highest. And some of the Pharisees from the multitude 
said unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy disciples. And He 
answered and said, I tell you that if these should hold their 
peace, the stones will cry out ’’ (Luke xix. 37-40). 

“But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful 
things that He did, and the children that were crying in the 
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temple and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were 
moved with indignation, and said unto Him, Hearest Thou 
what these are saying? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea, did 
ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thow 
hast perfected praise?’’ (Matt. xxi. 15, 16). 

Now all this happened on the ninth or tenth day of the month, 
Nisan, and on that day the sixty-ninth week of Daniel’s pro- 
phecy expired. Within five days He was rejected by the Jews 
and was crucified, as is also shown in this same prophecy. 

‘‘ And after the threescore and two weeks shall the Anointed. 
One be cut off, and shall have nothing (margin, there shall be 
none belonging to Him) ’’ (Dan. ix. 26). 


The sixty-ninth week was finished; and therefore, in the. 
ordinary course of events, the seventieth week would expire 
seven years later, and the Jew would then receive, according to 
promise, perfect salvation and peace. This, as we well know, 
did not take place; and although nearly 2,000 years have 
passed away since then, the promise is still in abeyance, and. 
the seventieth week has yet to be completed. 

_ The sixty-ninth week expired, and four days afterwards the. 
Lord Jesus Christ was finally rejected by the Jews. 

“‘ And he (Pilate) saith unto the Jews, Behold, your King! 
They therefore cried out, Away with Him, away with Him, 
crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but 
Caesar. Then therefore he delivered Him unto them to be 
crucified ’’ (John xix. 15, 16). 

Jesus was rejected by the Jews, and the Jews were therefore 
rejected by God, the progress of the seventy weeks was arrested, 
with one week yet to run. This also is shown in Daniel’s 
prophecy. 

““ And after the threescore and two weeks shall the Anointed. 
One be cut off, and shall have nothing: and the people of the 
Prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; 
and his end shall be with a flood, and even unto the enc shall 
be war ’”’ (Dan. ix. 26). 

The seventieth week does not begin directly the sixty-ninth 
week ends, for there is an interval during which Jerusalem and 
the Temple are destroyed, and warfare exists. After which the 
seventieth week will begin, run its full course, and end with 
the bestowal of the glorious blessings promised to the Jew. 


This last week is also shown as the week of the covenant with 
the Prince that shall come (Antichrist). 

“And he shall make a covenant with many for one week: 
and for the half of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 
oblation to cease ’’ (Dan. ix. 27). 

This covenant will be, to a large extent, a repetition of the 
covenant made between Ahaz, King of Judah, and Tiglath- 
Pileser, King of Assyria, about which so much is written in the 
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Old Testament. Isaiah deals very fully with it, many of his 
prophecies having it, and the circumstances arising out of it, 
for their central figure; and although much that he said about 
it met with partial fulfilment in the days of that covenant, yet 
it is impossible to conclude that all that was said relative to it 
hhas been accomplished, even to this day. We must also notice 
that these prophecies glide in natural order and sequence of 
events, into the establishment of Christ’s kingdom on earth, 
and the full and complete salvation of the Jews; and as these 
events follow immediately after the latter covenant only, it 
follows that however much of these prophecies has been fulfilled 
in days gone by, complete fulfilment can only be in the days of 
the latter covenant. 

The first covenant was made to counteract an agreement 
between Rezin, King of Syria, and Pekah, King of Israel, to 
dethrone Ahaz, King of Judah (see Isa. vii. 1-9). Ahaz, in 
direct opposition to God’s commands (Isa. vii. 3-9), by large 
sums of money, induced Tiglath-Pileser to protect him from 
them (2 Kings xvi. 5-9). Tiglath-Pileser destroyed both Rezin 
and Pekah, but Ahaz, King of Judah, was not benefited there- 
by, but became a vassal to the King of Assyria (2 Chron. xxviii. 
19-23), and this continued until the reign of Hezekiah (2 Kings 
RVilt., KIX. ). 

Isaiah wrote very strongly against these two covenants, 
saying : 

““ Wherefore hear the Word of the Lord, ye scornful men, 
that vule this people which is in Jerusalem; because ye have 
said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are 
we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass 
through, it shall not come unto us, for we have made lies our 
refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves. Therefore, 
thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, 
a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Corner Stone of sure found- 
ation: he that believeth shall not make haste. And I will make 
judgment the line, and righteousness the plummet, and the hasl 
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall over- 
flow the hiding place. And your covenant with death shall be 
disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; 
qwhen the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then shall ye 
be trodden down by it’’ (Isa. xxviii. 14-18). 

This passage is only partially fulfilled in the first covenant, 
‘but will meet complete fulfilment in the time of the second one, 
for then the tried Stone, the precious Corner Stone of sure 
foundation, will be laid in Zion by the Return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the earth. 

In the earlier portion of Isaiah these two covenants are dealt 
with more fully. Chapters vii. to xii. centre upon these points, 
‘but the language, at first applicable to the time of the first 
covenant, passes without any break in the continuity of ideas 
into the time of the second covenant, proves the failure of both, 
and at the same time shows the Jews the only remedy for their 
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trouble—the Child that is born, the Branch out of the root of 
Jesse—and then ends the passage with a glorious description of 
the salvation of the Jew, and of the reign of Jesus on the earth. 

“ And there shall come forih a Shoot out of the stock of Jesse, 
and a Branch out of his roots shall bear fruit; and the Spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and His delight shall 
be in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not judge after the 
Sight of His Eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of His 
Ears; but with righteousness shall He judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth; and He shall 
smite the earth with the rod of His Mouth, and with the Breath 
of His Lips shall He slay the wicked. . . . The earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
. . . And in that day shall ye say, Give thanks unto the Lord, 
call upon His Name, declare His doings among the peoples, 
make mention that His Name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord, 
for He hath done excellent things; let this be known in all the 
earth. Cry aloud and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion, for great 
is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee ’’ (Isa. xi. 1-9; 
xii. 1-6). 


iY 


CHAPTER XVII. 


Tue First Part OF THE SEVENTIETH WEEK OF DANIEL’S 
PROPHECY. 


Tuis chapter (in continuation of chapter viii., to which reference 
should be made) attempts to throw further light on perhaps the 
most obscure portion of future prophecy. 

The condition of the world at the beginning of this seventieth 
week is fairly clear. The true Church (the Bride) will have left 
the earth; the false Church (the Harlot) will have been com- 
pletely destroyed by those over whom she ruled for a time; the 
Roman Empire will have been revived, after a sleep of cen- 
turies, by the election of Antichrist to be the head of the ten 
kingdoms into which it will be finally divided; the Jews will be 
established in Palestine under a false messiah, in close alliance 
with Antichrist, and living under his protection. The sacrifices 
and ordinances of the Temple worship will be again carried out 
as in olden times. Sin will abound, trouble and anxiety will be 
ever present, and both politically and socially the world will be 
rushing headlong to its destruction, and apparently God will 
have abandoned the earth. 

Yet the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and all the blessings 
resulting therefrom, is very near; and some few of the Jews are 
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looking for Him in expectancy, well knowing that the period of 
the world’s greatest trouble is at hand, escape from which is 
only possible by being watchful for this Return, for it is 
written : 

“ But take heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be over- 
charged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this 
life, and that day come on you suddenly as a snare: for so 
shall it come upon all them that dwell on the face of all the 
earth. But watch ye at every season, making supplication, that 
ye may prevail to escape all these things that shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man”’ (Luke xxi. 34-36). 
(This passage has nothing whatever to do with the Coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ for His Church, but refers to the much 
later time of His Appearing.) 


The Jews, under their false messiah, are in alliance with 
Antichrist, being bound by the seven years’ treaty; but after 
three-and-a-half years, war breaks out between them, and 
continues until the actual Descent of Christ to the earth. 

“ And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week, 
and for the half of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 
oblation to cease; and upon the wing of abominations shall 
come one that maketh desolate: and even unto the consumma- 
tion wars are determined ’’ (Dan. ix. 27). 

We must now endeavour to trace the cause of this rupture. 

The Jew, the false messiah, and Antichrist are at one in 
purpose and fact, but they are all in direct opposition to God, 
Who therefore sends the two witnesses of Rev. xi. as a protest, 
and as representatives of Himself. 

“ And I will give unto My two witnesses, and they shall pro- 
phesy a thousand two hundred and three score days (that is, 
three years and a half, there being but 360 days in a prophetic 
year) clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and 
the two candlesticks standing before the Lord of the earth 
(compare with Zech. iv. 1-14). And if any man desireth to 
hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies: and if any man shall desire to hurt them, in this 
manner must he be killed. These have the power to shut the 
heaven, that it rain not during the days of their prophecy: and 
they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and 
to smite the earth with every plague, as often as they shall 
desire ’’ (Rev. xi. 3-6). 

These two witness for God for the space of three-and-a-half 
years in the city of Jerusalem, and it is there that they are 
eventually killed. 

“‘ And when they shall have finished their testimony... . 
their dead bodies lie in the street of the great city, which spirit- 
ually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 
crucified ’’ (Rev. xi. 7, 8). 7 

They have power equal to that of Elijah, together with that 
of Moses (compare with 2 Kings i. ro-14; James v. 17, 18; and 
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Exod. vii., viii., ix., and x.), and it is almost a certainty that 
one of these is Elijah himself, for the words of Malachi, 

‘ Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord come. And he shall turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers; lest I come and smite the earth with a curse”’ 
(Mal. iv. 5, 6), 
have not yet been fulfilled. John the Baptist came in the power 
and spirit of Elijah, but had no connection with the ‘‘ great and 
terrible day of the Lord,’’ but of him we read : 

“And he shall go before His Face in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to walk in the wisdom of the just: to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared for Him”’ (Luke i. 17). 

‘And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent unto 
him from Jerusalem priests and Levites to ask him, Who art 
thou? ... And they asked him, What then? Art thou 
Elijah? And he saith, I am not’’ (John 1. 19-21). 

“And they asked Him (Jesus), saying, The scribes say that 
Elijah must first come. And He said unto them, Elijah indeed 
cometh first, and restoreth ali things; and how is it written of 
the Son of Man, that He should suffer many things, and be set 
at nought? But I say unto you, that Elijah is come, and they 
have also done unto him whatsoever they listed, even as it ts 
written of him’? (Mark ix. 11-13). 

John the Baptist was certainly a partial fulfilment of this 
prophecy, but he does not exclude another, and more complete, 
fulfilment of it at this later date. However, whether it be 
Elijah and another, or not, the fact remains that these two 
witness for God in Jerusalem against the civil and religious 
apostasy of about the first three years and a half of the treaty 
with Antichrist, whilst the Jews are at peace with him; and 
by their miraculous power do greater wonders than even the 
false messiah (who, we are told, is able to do great signs in 
the sight of men), and are invincible for the whole period of 
their ministry. It is probable that it is by their ministry that 
the 144,000 (not all of whom are in the city of Jerusalem, or 
even in Palestine) learn to look for the Return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and, as a result of this watching, enter into the marriage 
feast of the Lamb at the Appearance of Jesus. 

These witnesses are killed after three years and a half of 
ministry, and are raised to life again, and the people glorify 
God by admitting they were His messengers (even as they 
admitted that Jesus was the Son of God at His Death. Compare 
with Matt. xxvii. 54). 

““And when they shall have finished their testimony, the 
Beast that cometh up out of the abyss shall make war with 
them, and overcome them and kill them, and their dead bodies 
lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. And 
from among the peoples, and tribes, and tongues, and nations, 
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do men look upon their dead bodies three days and a half, and 
Suffer not their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. And they 
that dwell on the earth rejoice over them, and make merry; 
and they shall send gifts one to another, because these two 
prophets tormented them that dwell on the earth. And after 
the three days and a half the breath of life from God entered 
tnto them, and they stood upon their feet, and great fear fell 
upon them which beheld them. And they heard a great voice 
from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither, and they went 
up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies beheld them. 
And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and the tenth 
part of the city fell, and there were killed in the earthquake 
seven thousand persons, and the rest were affrighted, and gave 
glory to the God of heaven ’’ (Rev. xi. 7-13). 


Shortly after this has happened, the seven year treaty is 
broken, probably because the image of Antichrist, which the 
false messiah has made, is placed in the temple of Jerusalem, 
and the Jews, together with the rest of the world, are com- 
manded to worship it, under the penalty of death for disobed- 
ience. 

“And I saw another Beast coming out of the earth... . 
And he maketh the earth, and them that dwell therein, to 
worship the first beast, whose death stroke was healed... . 
And he deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by reason of 
the signs which it was given him to do in the sight of the 
Beast, saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image of the Beast, who hath the stroke of the sword 
and lived. And it was given unto him to give breath to tt, 
even to the image of the Beast, that the image of the Beast 
should both speak, and cause that as many as should not 
worship the image of the Beast should be killed’’ (Rev. xiii. 
11-15). 

aoe it is placed in the Temple of Jerusalem is shown in 
several passages. 

“« For it (the day of the Lord) will not be, except the falling 
away come first, and the Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of 
Perdition, he that opposeth and exalteth himself against all 
that is called God or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth 
in the Temple of God, setting himself forth as God”’ (2 Thess. ii. 


a When therefore ye see the Abomination of Desolation, 
which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the 
holy place (let him that readeth understand), then let them that 
are in Judea flee unto the mountains; let him that is on the 
housetop not go down to take the things that are in the house, 
and let him that is in the field not return back to take his cloke 
. . . for then shall be great tribulation, such as hath not been 
from the beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever shall 
be ”’ (Matt. xxiv. 15-21). 

“For the ships of Kittim (Cyprus) shall come against him; 
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therefore he shall be grieved, and shall return, and have indig- 
nation against the holy covenant, and shall do his pleasure; 
he shall even return, and have regard unto them that forsake 
the holy covenant. And arms shall stand on his part, and they 
shall profane the sanctuary, even the fortress, and shall take 
away the continual burnt offering, and they shall set up the 
abomination that maketh desolate ’’ (Dan. xi. 30, 31). 

The Jew will bitterly resent the setting up of his image (still, 
however, in unbelief of the Messiahship of Jesus), and will 
even expel the false messiah, its author, from their midst, and 
refuse to serve him any longer. The false messiah will be 
speedily aided by Antichrist, in the hope of crushing the rebellion 
and again establishing his friend and supporter on the throne, 
and of avenging the insult offered to himself by the refusal to 
worship the image. From this moment onwards we see Anti- 
christ and the false messiah outside Jerusalem, in deadly 
opposition to the Jew, and trying to capture Jerusalem to punish 
them for their action in this matter. 


Now is the beginning of the bitter tribulation of the Jew; and 
this tribulation grows in intensity, until the actual descent of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to the Mount of Olives, when He will 
bring salvation for them with Him. 

“‘ Thus saith the Lord. . . . Behold, I will make Jerusalem 
a cup of reeling unto all the peoples round about, and upon 
Judah also shall it be in the siege against Jerusalem. And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that I will make Jerusalem a 
burdensome stone for all the peoples; all that burden them- 
selves with it shall be sore wounded; and all the nations of the 
earth shall be gathered.together against it’? (Zech. xii. 1-3). 

‘‘ Proclaim ye this among the nations; prepare war, stir up 
the mighty men, let the men of war draw near, let them come 
up. Beat your ploughshares into swords, and your pruning 
hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Haste ye, 
and come, all ye nations round about, and gather yourselves 
together; thither cause Thy mighty ones to come down, O 
Lord. Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, for there will I sit to judge all the nations 
round about ”’ (Joel iii. 9-12). 

(Compare with Matt. xxiv. 15-21, already quoted in this 
chapter). 

As soon as this image is set up in the Temple, those who are 
looking for the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ (and therefore 
believers in Him) are warned to flee, with all possible speed, 
from Palestine to the mountains of Moab and Edom (see Matt. 
xxiv. 16 as quoted above). The reason these two places are 
selected as a refuge is given by Daniel : 

‘He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many 
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall be delivered out 
of his hand, Edom and Moab and the chief of the children 
of Ammon ”’ (Dan. xi. 41). 
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Whilst this war is progressing—the exact time being quite 
unknown—the Lord Jesus Christ will suddenly appear to the 
Jews as their Messiah (much the same as He appeared to Saul 
on his road to Damascus), and the whole nation will see Him 
Whom they have pierced, and will accept Him as their Messiah, 
and be converted in a moment. 

“This generation shall not pass away till all these things be 
accomplished. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My 
words shall not pass away. But of that day and hour knoweth 
no one, not even the angels of heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father ’’ (Matt. xxiv. 34-36). 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to 
destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem. And I 
will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplication; and they 
shall look unto Me Whom they have pierced; and they shall 
mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his first- 
born. . . . In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin 
and for uncleanness ’’ (Zech. xii. 9, 10; xiii. 1). 

Those who are looking for Him (that is, the 144,000 sealed 
ones, and the wise virgins of the parable) are removed from 
the earth and its trouble, and enter into the marriage feast in 
heaven. 

“‘ For as in those days which were before the flood, they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark . . . so shall be 
the Coming of the Son of Man. Then shall be two men in a 
field; one is taken, and one is left; two women shall be 
grinding at the mill; one is taken, and one is left. Watch, 
therefore: for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh. 
... Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened to ten 
virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom. And five of them were foolish, and five of them 
were wise. For the foolish, when they took their lamps, took 
no oil with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. Now while the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. But at midnight there is a cry, Behold, 
the Bridegroom! come ye forth to meet him. Then all those 
virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said 
unto the wise, Give us of your oil, for our lamps are going out. 
But the wise answered, saying, Peradventure there will not be 
enough for us and you; go ye rather to them that sell, and 
buy for yourselves. And while they went away to buy, the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him 
to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterwards came 
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But 
He answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
Watch, therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour ’’ (Matt. 
xxiv. 38; xxv. 1-13). 
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These 144,000 cannot all be at, or near, Jerusalem, when the 
Lord Jesus Christ comes to reveal Himself to the Jews as their 
Messiah, for that Coming will be as sudden as the lightning. 

‘For as the lightning cometh forth from the east, and ts 
seen even unto the west, so shall be the Coming of the Son of 
Man”’ (Matt. xxiv. 27). 

Now some of those who are taken are out in the field— 
therefore the Coming is in the day-time; also some are in bed 
—therefore with them it is night-time; and some are grinding 
at the mill—an operation of very early morning; but for these 
different times of the day to coincide, it is necessary that the 
persons concerned should be in different parts of the globe, 
and probably fulfilling the prophecy that the gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached throughout the world before the 
end comes. (Incidentally this disproves the idea that the 
Scriptures teach that the earth is a flat plain.) 

The warfare of the Jews is not ended by this vision of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but rather increased thereby; and in their 
deep distress the Jews will earnestly plead for His Return, or 
as in the parable: 

“ Afterwards came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open to us.’ 

But this latter cry is in vain; they must pass through the 
tribulation and suffer even to death. But this assurance is 
given: the Lord will come and save those who are alive at His 
descent to the earth, and those who have been killed will be 


raised to life again at the same time, and shall live and reign 
with Him for ever. 


To sum up briefly, we find that the first part of this seventieth 
week is fairly prosperous to the Jews under the false messiah, 
the only cloud that dims their sky being the presence of God’s 
two witnesses, and the results of their presence. The ministry 
of these witnesses must have begun before the seven year 
treaty is signed, for they minister for three-and-a-half years, 
and are killed amidst the rejoicing of the whole city; but when 
the treaty has run for three-and-a-half years it is suddenly 
broken. It is evident that the treaty is still existing when the 
witnesses are slain; also that there is no sign of it being 
broken at that time, for the people who rejoiced so much at the 
death of the witnesses could have had no idea that within a 
very short time they themselves would be taking their place, 
and suffering very grievously for it. It is also fairly clear that 
comparatively little time elapsed from the killing of the wit- 
nesses to the setting up of the image, and the consequent 
rebellion against its author, the false messiah, and therefore 
that the image was made in secrecy, or in a very brief space of 
time, and only revealed to the people when placed in the Temple 
as an object of worship. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


THE Last ParT OF THE SEVENTIETH WEEK OF DANIEL’S 
PROPHECY. 


WE have seen that the first part of this wonderful period closes 
with an insurrection of the Jews against the false messiah, 
because he has introduced into the Temple the image of Anti- 
christ, his friend and ally, and requires all, both Jew and 
Gentile, to worship it. 

Antichrist will by this time practically dominate the whole 
world, partly because of very successful wars, and partly by 
very skilful diplomacy, the Jews being under his protection until 
the beginning of the insurrection. 

The two witnesses of God, who had withstood the false 
messiah in his own capital for three years and a half, had been 
killed only a short time before the insurrection breaks out, but 
their work remains in the 144,000 faithful ones who are yet on 
the earth looking for the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The setting up of the image, and the consequent rebellion, 
will be the signal for all believers then in Judea to escape over 
the border into Edom and Moab; for with marvellous rapidity 
Antichrist and the false messiah will march against Jerusalem 
to avenge themselves for the insult, and a grievous war results, 
in which the Jew is aided by some Gentile power, whose 
powerful navy harasses Antichrist considerably; otherwise he 
is generally successful in the war. 

“For the ships of Kittim (Cyprus) shall come against him; 
therefore he shall be grieved, and shall return, and have indig- 
nation against the holy covenant, and shall do his pleasure ’’ 
(Dan. xi. 30). 

““ And at the time of the end shall the King of the South 
contend with him, and the King of the North shall come against 
him like a whirlwind with chariots, and with horsemen and with 
many ships ’’ (Dan. xi. 40). 

Whilst the war is in progress, the Lord Jesus Christ reveals 
Himself to the Jews, and is accepted by them as their Messiah; 
but this conversion will greatly increase the anger of their 
opponents, for by deliberate efforts spread over a long series of 
years, they will have almost succeeded in blotting the Name of 
Jesus out of the earth; for the two witnesses for Him, who 
withstood their united efforts for so long a time, have recently 
been killed, the Church has long ceased to exist, and all things 
pointed to a speedy triumph over God and His Christ, when 
suddenly a whole nation openly proclaim their belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the whole of the warfare against God has to 
be fought again. 


Now is the world’s greatest trouble, for the largest army the 
world has ever seen, or shall see, will put forth every effort in 
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their opposition to the Jews and those with them, in this 
deliberate warfare against God; the complete extermination of 
the Jews being synonymous with victory over God, and His 
expulsion from the earth. 

“« And the sixth poured out his bowl upon the great river, the 
river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the 
way might be made ready for the kings that come from the 
sunrising. And I saw coming out of the mouth of the Dragon, 
and out of the mouth of the Beast, and out of the mouth of the 
False Prophet, three unclean spirits, as it were frogs; for they 
are spirits of devils, working signs, which go forth unto the 
kings of the whole world, to gather them together unto the 
war of the Great Day of God, the Almighty. . .. And they 
gathered them together into the place which is called in the 
Hebrew Har-Magedon”’’ (Rev. xvi. 13-16). 

(Compare also with the former warfare against God in Rev. 
XV. 12-24). 

The Second Psalm fully describes this warfare against God :— 
““ Why do the nations rage, 

And the peoples imagine a vain thing ? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the Lord, and against His Anointed, saying, 
Let us break their bands asunder, 

And cast away their cords from us. 


He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
The Lord shall have them in derision. 

Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath 
And vex them in His sore displeasure: 

Yet I have set My King 

Upon My holy hill of Zion. 


Thou shalt break them with a rod of tron 
Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel ’’ 
(Psalm ii. 1-9). 

God will answer this struggle against Himself by pouring 
out His vials of wrath on the earth, as shown in Rev. xvi. 1-21, 
and it is now that His judgments are on the earth. 

“For when Thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness. . . . For, behold, the 
Lord cometh forth out of His place to punish the inhabitants of 
the earth for their iniquity; the earth also shall disclose her 
blood, and shall no more cover her slain’? (Isa. xxvi. 9, 21). 

a is the time when it is better to be dead in the Lord than 
alive. 

““And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, Write, blessed. 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, for their works 
follow with them ’’ (Rev. xiv. 13). 

Plagues, pestilence, earthquakes, war, follow in quick 
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succession, men’s hearts failing them for fear, but still the war 
goes on. 

“For there shall be great tribulation, such as hath not been 
from the beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever shall 
be. And except those days had been shortened, no flesh would 
have been saved’’ (Matt. xxiv. 21, 22). 

So bitter is the warfare, and so determined is God to punish 
the wickedness of man, that even prayer will not be able to stay 
the plagues, and the Temple in heaven is closed for a period as 
a sign of this. 

“And the Temple was filled with smoke from the glory of 
God, and from His power; and none was able to enter into 
the Temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels should be 
finished ”’ (Rev. xv. 8). 

Now is the harvest of the world. 

“And He answered and said, He that soweth the good seed 
ts the Son of Man, and the field is the world, and the good seed, 
these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons 
of the Evil One, and the enemy that sowed them is the Devil, 
and the harvest is the end of the world (margin, consummation 
of the age), and the reapers are angels. As therefore the tares 
are gathered up and burned with fire; so shall it be in the end 
of the world (margin, consummation of the age). The Son of 
Man shall send forth His angels, and they shall gather out of 
His kingdom all things that cause stumbling, and them that do 
iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire; there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father ’’ (Matt. xiii. 37-43). / 

“And I saw, and behold a white cloud, and on the cloud I 
saw One sitting like the Son of Man, having on His Head 
a golden crown, and in His Hand a sharp sickle. And another 
angel came out from the Temple, crying with a great voice to 
Him that sat on the cloud, Send forth Thy sickle and reap, for 
the hour to reap is come, for the harvest of the earth is over- 
ripe. And He that sat on the cloud cast His sickle upon the 
earth, and the earth was reaped. And another angel came out 
from the Temple, which is in heaven, he also having a sharp 
sickle. . . . And the angel cast his sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vintage of the earth, and cast it into the wine- 
press, the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the 
winepress was trodden without the city, and there came out 
blood from the winepress, even unto the bridles of the horses, 
as far as a thousand and six hundred furlongs’ (Rev. xiv. 
14-20). 

(it a interesting to note that 1,600 furlongs is just about 
the length of the land of Palestine.) 

Now is Babylon (the seat of Antichrist) destroyed. 

“And Babylon the Great was remembered in the Sight of 
God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of 
His wrath ’’ (Rev. xvi. 19). 
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Now is the time for the fulfilment of the prophecies recorded 
in Isaiah, chapters 45 to 64, and in many other like passages 
in Scripture. 


The position of the Gentile nations is shown in the following 
passage :— 

‘‘ Proclaim ye this among the nations: prepare war, stir up 
the mighty men; let all the men of war draw near, let them 
come up. Beat your ploughshares into swords and your 
pruning-hooks into spears; let the weak say, I am strong, 
Haste ye, and come all ye nations round about and gather 
yourselves together; thither cause Thy mighty ones to come 
down, O Lord. Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up 
to the valley of Jehoshaphat ’’ (Joel iii. 9-12). 

The Jewish position and their confidence in God and hope 
in His salvation is clearly shown in :— 

“God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble ; 

Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, 

And though the mountains be moved in the heart of the seas; 
Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 

Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 


The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved, 
He uttered His Voice, the earth melted. 


Come, behold the works of the Lord 

What desolations He hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 
He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder, 
He burneth the chariots in the fire. 


The Lord of Hosts is with us 
The God of Jacob is our refuge ’’ 
(Psalm xlvi.). 

We can now understand the intense earnestness of the Jew 
in his pleading for the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ, for 
none other can help him in his extremity. 

““O Lord, why dost Thou make us to err from Thy ways, 
and hardenest our heart from Thy fear? Return for Thy 
servants’ sake, the tribes of Thine inheritance. ... We are 
become as they over whom Thou never barest rule, as they that 
were not called by Thy Name. Oh that Thou wouldst rend the 
heavens, that Thou wouldst come down’? (Isa. Ixiii. 17; 
Pekug ® 

“But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father; we are the clay, 
and Thou our Potter; and we all ave the work of Thy Hand. 
Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for 
ever: behold, look, we beseech Thee; we are all Thy people. 
Thy holy cities are become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desol- 
ation. Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers 
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praised Thee, is burned with fire; and all our pleasant things 
are laid waste. Wilt Thou refrain Thyself for these things, O 
Lord? Wilt Thou hold Thy peace, and afflict us very sore ?’’ 
(Isa. Ixiv. 8-12). 

““T have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem; and 
they shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that are 
the Lord’s remembrancers, take ye no rest, and give Him no 
rest, till He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth ’’ (Isa. Ixii. 6, 7). 

Yet the promises of God are certain, and their relief is sure, 
for we read: 

*“ And the Lord, Whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His 
Temple; and the Messenger of the Covenant, Whom ye delight 
in, behold He cometh, saith the Lord of Hosts ’’ (Mal. iii. 1). 

“ Vet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, 
and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake 
all nations, and the desirable things of all nations shall come, 
and I will fill this house with glory ’’ (Haggai ii. 7). 

“And the Lord said... And shall not God avenge His 
elect, which cry to Him day and night, and He is long-suffering 
over them? I say unto you, that He will avenge them speedily. 
Howbeit, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on 
the earth?’ (Luke xviii. 6-8). 

The attitude of the Jew, after he has seen the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and been reconciled to Him, but before His Return to 
the earth, is well expressed in the parables of the Treasure hid 
in a field, and of the Pearl of Great Price, for either of which 
the finders are content to part with all they possess, rather than 
lose it. 

The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price 
undoubtedly typify the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom they will know 
at His Revealing. Anything that stands between the Lord 
Jesus and themselves they will be prepared to sacrifice rather 
than lose Him, and we can realise how great will be that 
sacrifice when we remember the Jew’s great wealth, his keen 
love of it, and the strong probability that much of that wealth 
will have been used to finance Antichrist during the period they 
were at peace with him and under his protection. To choose 
the Lord Jesus now, will be to cut themselves off for ever from 
the wealth they have laboured for centuries to gain, but they 
will deliberately make this ,choice rather than lose Him Who 
is now to them the ‘‘ Altogether Lovely One,’’ the ‘‘ Treasure,”’ 
and the ‘‘ Pearl of Great Price.’’ 


The war against the Jew progresses; Jerusalem is taken, and 
all the horrors of pillage are upon her, when the Lord Jesus 
Christ descends to the earth, and His Feet stand on the Mount 
of Olives, and the war instantly ceases. 

“ Behold, a day of the Lord cometh, when thy spoil shall be 
divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle: and the city shall be taken, and 
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the houses rifled, and the women ravished . . . Then shall the 
Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when He 
fought in the day of battle. And His Feet shall stand in that 
day upon the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the 
east ’’ (Zech. xiv. 1-4). 

Antichrist and the false messiah are taken alive, and cast into 
the Lake of Fire— 

“And the Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet 


that wrought signs in his sight. . . they twain were cast alive 
into the Lake of Fire that burneth with brimstone’’ (Rev. 
xix. 20). 


“And then shall be revealed the Lawless One, whom the 
Lord Jesus shall slay (margin, consume) with the breath of His 
Mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of His 
Coming ’’ (2 Thess. ii. 8) 

—and the rest of those fighting against the Jew are destroyed 
by the Lord Jesus :— 

“And the rest were killed with the sword of Him that sat 
upon the horse... and all the birds were filled with their 
flesh”? (Rev. xix. 21). 

“And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite 
all the people that warred against Jerusalem: their flesh shall 
consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes 
shall consume away in their sockets, and their tongue shall 
consume away in their mouth ’’ (Zech. xiv. 12). 

‘And I looked, and there was none to help, and I wondered 
that there was none to uphold: therefore My own Arm brought 
salvation unto Me, and My fury it upheld Me. And I trod down 
the peoples in My anger, and made them drunk in My fury, 
and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth ”’ (Isa. Ixiii. 5, 6). 

And so the glorious reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
its peace and joy, will begin. It shall never end, but shall 
expand until it fills the earth, and shall endure for all eternity. 


There seems to be no doubt about Antichrist being aided by 
other powers, notably by the great power of Russia (for proof 
of which reference should be made to Ezekiel xxxix.). 

The cleansing of the land of Israel after this great slaughter 
will occupy the Jews for seven months. 

“ And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give to 
Gog a place of burial in Israel. . . . And seven months shall 
the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse 
the land. Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them. . . . 
After the end of seven months shall they search. And they that 
pass through the land shall pass through: and when any seeth 
a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers 
have buried it in the valley of Hamon-Gog” (Ezek. xxxix. 
11-16). 

All the weapons of warfare shall be destroyed, and so great 
will be the quantity that they will furnish the whole of the Jews 
with fuel for seven years. 
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“ And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth and 
shall make fires of the weapons, and burn them, both the shields . 
and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, and the handstaves, 
and the spears, and they shall make fires of them seven years: 
so that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut 
down any out of the forests; for they shall make fires of the 


weapons: and they shall spoil those that spoiled them’’ (Ezek. 
MEXIX. G, TO). 


After this shall be fulfilled the glorious words of Isaiah: 

“* And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
shall flow unto it. . . . For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge 
_ between the nations, and shall reprove many peoples: and they 
shall beat thetr swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more ”’ (Isa. ii. 2-4). 

Nore.—There are two passages which seem to show that the 
great empires of China and Japan will have an important, but 
indirect bearing on the fall of Antichrist and his army, but 
whether this is so or not does not appear to be beyond dispute. 

“ And the sixth poured out his bowl upon the great river, the 
river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the 
way might be made ready for the kings that come from the 
sunrising ’’ (Rev. xvi. 12). 

“* But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble 
him: and he shall go forth with great fury to destroy and utterly 
to make away many. And he shall plant the tents of his palace 
between the sea and the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall 
come to his end, and none shall heip him ’’ (Dan. xi. 44, 45). 


CHAPTER XIX. 
THE RETURN OF THE LorRD JESUS CHRIST TO THE EARTH. 


Tue Return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth marks the 
greatest epoch in the future of the world, for by that Return 
the whole history of the world is changed, for then is fulfilled :— 
“The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever’’ 
(Rev. xi. 15); | 
and we must now endeavour to trace the enlargement and 
blessings of this kingdom, and to show from Scripture how He 
will rule in righteousness and equity. 
The latest condition of the earth before the Return of the 
‘Lord Jesus Christ will be terrible in the extreme. The Christian 
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Church, as known by us, will long have ceased to exist, partly 
through the removal of all believers by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
at His descent from heaven, and partly by the destruction of the 
remainder by the nations of the earth. A socialistic revolution. 
will have swept away practically every throne in the civilized 
world, and the numberless class distinctions of modern society 
will be no more, but in- their place will be the very much greater 
military tyranny of Antichrist and the new aristocracy gathered 
around him. 

The worship of Jehovah will have been persecuted out of 
existence, except for the very small remnant of the Jews left 
alive, and perhaps some few out of those nations siding with 
them in the great war. The worship of the image of the Beast 
will have superseded it. 

Warfare, such as never was or shall be again, will have held 
sway for many years, culminating in an immense campaign 
against Judea, in which the greatest army the world will ever 
see will be employed in deliberate effort to drive Jehovah from 
the earth, and to exterminate His people the Jews. In a moment 
when victory seems certain and their object achieved, Jesus will 
descend to the earth with all His angels, and with His Bride, 
and bring peace to His people (the Jews), destroying all this. 
great army, and causing Satan to be removed from the earth 
for the thousand years of His reign. 

“And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the 
key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the Dragon, the old Serpent, which is the Devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and cast him into 
the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it over him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more until the thousand years should be 
finished ’’ (Rev. xx. 1-3). 

It is very evident that all the present social, political, and 
religious systems will be ended; being swept away by the rise 
of Antichrist and his new social, political, and religious systems; 
and as these new systems are destroyed by the Lord Jesus Christ 
at His Coming, it follows that after this one great act of 
judgment, there will be no need of further throwing down, but 
a most earnest need for a building up, for the complete reorgan- 
ising of the world, for the appointment of governors of towns 
and districts, and of kings over countries: for the formulation 
of new laws, for the pacification of the worked-up passions of 
the nations left alive, and for the re-establishment of those 
nations on the earth, under the new conditions of the kingdom 
of Jesus Christ. 

We therefore find that the first act of the King will be to 
assemble all the nations of the earth (or their representatives) 
in the Valley of Jehoshaphat at Jerusalem (Jerusalem will be 
much too ruinous to hold the court in the city), and there hold 
His judgment of nations. 

“For, behold, in those days, and at that time, when I bring 
again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all’ 
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nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehosha- 
phat; and I will plead with them there for My people and for 
My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the 
nations, and parted My land ’’ (Joel iii. 1, 2). 

“‘ Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the valley 
of Jehoshaphat, for there will I sit to judge all the nations 
round about ’’ (Joel iii. 12). 

“ But when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and 
all the angels with Him, then shall He sit on the throne of His 
glory: and before Him shall be gathered all the nations, and 
He shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd 
separateth the sheep from the goats ’’ (Matt. xxv. 31, 32). 


This judgment of the nations is quite distinct in location, 
time, and object, from the judgment of believers (as described 
in chapter ii.), which judgment is already past by the time the 
judgment of nations is held. It is also distinct in every respect 
from the judgment of the great white throne, which does not 
take place for at least a thousand years afterwards. 

““ And when the thousand years are finished. ...I sawa 
great white throne and Him that sat upon it ’’ (Rev. xx. 7, 11). 

The final stage of the first resurrection of the dead will now 
take place, after which no one who believes in God, and keeps 
close to His commands, will die. 

“* Jesus said, Verily, verily, I say you, If a man keep My 
word, he shall never see death’’ (John viii. 51). 

At the judgment of nations the Lord Jesus Christ will sit to 
judge : 

‘ ~ (1) His people the Jews, both those who have been killed 
during the Great Tribulation, and those who have 
passed through that period alive. 

(2) The living nations of the earth. 
(3) Those, not of the Jews, who have died for Him, or 
believing on Him, during the Great Tribulation. 


CHAPTER XxX. 
Tue FinaL STAGE OF THE FiRST RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. 


Two distinct bands of martyrs rise from the dead at this stage : 
those who were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and those 
who had not worshipped the Beast or his image. 

«And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them; and I saw the souls of them that had 
been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the Word of 
God, and such as worshipped not the Beast, neither his image, 
and received not the mark upon their foreheads and upon their 
hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
The rest of the dead lived not until the thousand years should 
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be finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: over these the 
second death hath no power’’ (Rev. xx. 4-6). 

After the Rapture of the Church, and the second stage of 

this first resurrection (as has been dealt with in chapter i.), there 
will remain on the earth the Harlot Church, whose very existence 
will depend on her successfully denying the fact of the Rapture, 
for to admit this would be to admit her falseness; therefore 
the necessity (from her point of view) of stamping out those 
who proclaim the truth. This seems to be carried out by perse- 
cution, even to the death; hence the souls of those who are 
seen under the altar at the opening of the fifth seal, and some 
years before the reign of Antichrist begins. 
_ “And when He had opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath 
the altar, the souls of them that had been slain for the Word 
of God, and for the testimony which they held; and they cried 
with a great voice, saying, How long, O Master, the Holy and 
True, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that 
dwell on the earth? And there was given them, to each one, 
a white robe, and it was said unto them that they should rest 
yet, for a little time, until their fellow servants also, and their 
brethren, which should be killed even as they were, should be 
fulfilled ’’ (Rev. vi. 9-11). 

These are told to wait with patience until the next persecution 
—that which takes place during the reign of Antichrist—is 
fulfilled. 

That persecution follows very quickly, for an image of Anti- 
christ is made, and set up as an object of worship for all man- 
kind, and all objectors to it will have to seal their testimony with 
their blood. 

“And he deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by reason 
of the signs which it was given him to do in the sight of the 
Beast, saying to them tnat dwell on the earth, that they should 
make an image of the Beast, who hath the stroke of the sword 
and lived. And it was given unto him to give breath to it, even 
to the image of the Beast, that the image of the Beast should 
both speak, and cause thai as many as should not worship the 
image of the Beast should be killed. And he causeth all, 
the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free 
and the bond, that there be given them a mark on their right 
hand or upon their forehead; and that no man shall be able to 
buy or to sell, save he that hath the mark, even the name of the 
Beast, or the number of his name ’’ (Rev. xiii. 13-17). 

Besides these two lines of martyrs, who had given up their 
lives rather than deny their Lord, there are very many believers 
in Jesus whose death was due to the hardships or warfare of 
the time of the Great Tribulation, or who had died as the 
result of disease in the period that elapses between the second 
and the third stages of the first resurrection; that is, from the 
time the Lord Jesus Christ descends from heaven, and the 
Church meet Him in the air, and return to heaven with Him, to 
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the time that He descends to the earth, and His Feet stand 
upon the Mount of Olives. 

All these, without exception, will now rise from the dead, so 
that from that moment forward there will be no believer in 
Jesus, who, having died, will not have been raised from the 
dead; and as from this time forward, for all eternity, no believer 
in Jesus shall ever die, it follows that death is utterly abolished 
for believers; and also that, at the second resurrection, a 
thousand years later, there being no believer in the grave to be 
raised to life, that resurrection must be one for unbelievers only. 

Those who rise from the dead at this, the final stage of the 
first resurrection, cannot be of those who form the Bride; she 
must of necessity be complete at the wedding; and, as that 
takes place before the Lord Jesus Christ descends to the earth, 
and the final stage of the resurrection takes place after that 
descent, this resurrection is much too late to allow of any 
partaker of it being present at the marriage of the Lamb. For 
the same reason they cannot be the virgins who follow the 
Bride, for they are present at the wedding feast, and that also 
is quite over before the Lord Jesus Christ descends to the earth. 

That the wise virgins are present at the wedding feast is 
shown in :— 

“* And while they (the foolish virgins) went away to buy, the 
Bridegroom came, and they that were ready went in with Him 
to the marriage feast, and the door was shut ’’ (Matt. xxv. 10). 

The sequence of the events of this period is thus given :— 

“ And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thun- 
ders, saying. . . . Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and 
let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and His wife hath made herself ready. . . . And He 
saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they that are bidden to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. . . . And I saw the heavens 
opened, and behold a white horse, and He that sat thereon, 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge 
and make war. . . . And His Name is called the Word of God. 
And the armies which are in heaven followed Him. . . . And 
He hath on His garments and on His Thigh a Name written, 
Kine or Kincs anp Lorp oF Lorps. . . . And I saw the Beast 
and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war against Him that sat upon the horse and against 
His army. And the Beast was taken, and with him the False 
Prophet . . . they twain were cast alive into the Lake of Fire, 
and the rest were killed with the sword of Him that sat upon the 
horse. . . . And I saw the souls of them that had been beheaded 
for the testimony of Jesus and for the Word of God, and such 
as worshipped not the Beast, neither his image . . . and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years ’”’ (Rev. xix. 6- 
2x18). 

The future of those raised from the dead at this final stage of 
the first resurrection, is shown in the words :— 
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“ But they shall be priests of God, and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Him a (margin, the) thousand years ’’ (Rev. xx. 6). 


It would therefore appear that when Jesus the King reorgan- 
ises the world, after the destruction of Antichrist and his hosts, 
these dead will be given a share in the government of the earth, 
by being appointed head over this or that district, or over this 
or that city; and in all probability these are some of the kings 
of the earth, who bring the glory and honour of the nations into 
the New Jerusalem, when it is established on the new earth in 
the eternal state. 

This government by priests is quite in accordance with the 
law of God as given by Moses. 

“‘ Tf there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgment . . . 
thou shalt come unto the priests and Levites, and unto the 
judge that shall be in those days . . . and they shall show thee 
the sentence of judgment ’”’ (Deut. xvii. 8, 9). 

This is, without doubt, the literal fulfilment of that which at 
first sight seems to be wholly figurative. 

“Thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will open your graves, and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, O My people; and I 
will bring you into the land of Israel ’’ (Ezek. xxxvii. 12). 

“Thy dead shall live; My dead bodies shall arise. Awake 
and sing, ye that dwell in the dust, for thy dew is as the dew 
of herbs, and the earth shall cast forth the dead’’ (Isa. xxvi. 19). 


The first resurrection began with the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
First-fruits; it was continued when the Bride and those with 
her arose; and it is ended by the resurrection of all who have 
died in the Lord, since the Bride was removed from the earth. 
Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrec- 
tion, in any of its stages; for on them the second death hath 
no power. 


CHAPTER XXI. 
THE JUDGMENT OF NATIONS. 


WE have seen that when the Lord Jesus Christ descends to the 
earth, the warfare against the Jews will cease, and all those 
fighting against them will be destroyed. 

Jesus will come as the King of the whole earth. 

“‘ And in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall the 
sovereignty thereof be left to another people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
for ever’? (Dan. ii. 44). 

““T will tell of the decree: 
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The Lord said unto Me, Thou art My Son; 
This day have I begotten Thee. 
Ask of Me, and I will give Thee the nations for Thine inherit- 
ance, 
And the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession. 
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel’? 
(Psa. ii. 7-9). 
““O clap your hands, all ye people, 
Shout unto God with the voice of triumph, 
For the Lord Most High is terrible ; 
He is the great King over all the earth, 
He shall subdue the peoples under us, 
And the nations under our feet ’’ (Psa. xvii. 1-3). 

The city of Jerusalem will henceforth be His capital, and 
therefore the chief city of the whole earth. 

“And the Lord shall roar from Zion, and utter His Voice 
from Jerusalem, and the heaven and earth shall shake: but the 
Lord will be a refuge unto His people, and a stronghold to the 
children of Israel. So shall ye know that I am the Lord your 
God, dweliing in Zion, My holy mountain ”’ (Joel iii. 16, 17). 

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: My cities through pros- 
perity shall yet spread abroad; and the Lord shall yet comfort 
Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem ”’ (Zech. i. 17). 

*" Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion; for, lo, I come, and 
i will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lord. And many 
nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day, and shall 
be My people; and I will dwell in the midst of thee . . . and 
the Lord shall inherit Judah as His portion in the holy land, and 
shall yet choose Jerusalem ”’ (Zech. ii. 10-12). 


But the city will be in ruins; for it will have been just captured 
and sacked by Antichrist, after a very severe siege; therefore 
the judgment which the Lord Jesus Christ will hold, will be in 
the Valley of Jehoshaphat, just outside the city. 

It is recorded that Antichrist, and those with him, are 
destroyed at the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is 
almost certain that this destruction is not a sudden one, occur- 
ring immediately He descends; but rather a deliberate act of 
judgment on the part of the King, after due trial, in which they 
will be permitted to defend themselves; and after sentence has 
been pronounced in their presence. 

This being so, we can well understand the judgment of 
nations, as given in Matt. xxv., and alluded to in many other 
places in Scripture. The whole civilized world will be practically 
divided into those who are fighting with the Jew against Anti- 
christ, and those who are fighting with Antichrist against the 
Jew, when the Lord Jesus Christ comes to put an end to the 
warfare, and to begin His reign. 

“¢ But when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all 
the angels with Him, then shall He sit on the throne of His 
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glory: and before Him shall be gathered all the nations: and 
He shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd 
separateth the sheep from the goats: and He shall set the 
sheep on His Right Hand, but the goats on the Left. Then 
shall the King say unto them on His Right Hand, Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: for I was an hungred, and 
ye gave Me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink; I was 
a stranger, and ye took Me in; naked, and ye clothed Me; if 
was sick, and ye visited Me; I was in prison, and ye came unto 
Me. Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we Thee an hungred, or athirst, a stranger, or naked, sick, 
or in prison? And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these 
My brethren, even the least, ye did it unto Me. Then 
shall He say also unto them on thé Left Hand, Depart from 
Me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the 
Devil and his angels; for I was an hungred, and ye gave Me 
no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye took Me not in; naked, and ye clothed Me 
not; sick, and in prison, and ve visited Me not. Then shall 
they also answer, saying, Lord, when saw we Thee an hungred 
or athirst or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did 
not minister unto Thee; Then shall He answer them, saying, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of 
these least, ye did it not unto Me. And these shall go into 
eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal life ’’ (Matt. 
XXV. 31-46). 

The nations therefore are judged, and rewarded or punished 
according to the way in which they have treated the Jews, who 
are here spoken of as the brethren of Jesus the King; but we 
must also bear in mind that those who were fighting against 
the Jews did so because the Jews were believers in Jesus Christ, 
and because, in so doing, they could show their antagonism to 
God, and were doing all they could to drive Him from the earth 
(as shown in earlier chapters). 

This judgment is not vindictive. Before sentence is pro- 
nounced, time is given for any defence that can be offered to 
be made; those found guilty are told very clearly what their 
crime is, and the sentence, then pronounced, is instantly carried 
out. 

“And the Beast was taken, and with him the False Prophet 

. they twain were cast alive into the Lake of Fire... . 
And the rest were killed with the sword of Him that sat upon 
the horse . . . and all the birds were filled with their flesh’? 
(Rev. xix. 20, 21). 

““ And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord shall smite 
all the people that have warred against Jerusalem: their flesh 
shall sua away while they stand upon their feet ’’ (Zech. 
xiv ate), 

““A certain nobleman went into a far country, to receive a 
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kingdom for himself, and to return . . . when he was come 
back again, having received the kingdom .. . these mine 
enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring 
hither, and slay them before me ’’ (Luke xix. 11-27). 

““Whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the Breath of His 
Mouth, and bring to nought by the manifestation of His 
Coming ’’ (2 Thess. ii. 8). 

““ For behold, the day cometh, it burneth as a furnace; and 
all the proud, and all that work wickedness, shall be as stubble: 
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But 
unto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of Righteousness 
arise with healing in His Wings ’’ (Mal. iv. 1, 2). 

“ Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice ; 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof ; 

Let the field exult, and all that is therein; 

Then shall all the trees of the wood sing for joy; 
Before the Lord, for He cometh; 

For He cometh to judge the earth: 

He shall judge the earth with righteousness, 

And the peoples with His truth ’’ (Psa. xcvi. 11-13). 


“‘ Make a joyful noise before the King the Lord, 
Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof, 

The world, and they that dwell therein; 

Lei the floods clap their hands ; 

Let the hills sing for joy together 

Before the Lord, for He cometh to judge the earth; 
He shall judge the world with righteousness 

And the peoples with equity ’’ (Psa. xcviii. 6-9). 

At this judgment, individual persons are also judged; that is, 
those who have been killed for the Lord Jesus Christ during the © 
Great Tribulation, or who have died in the Lord after the 
Rapture of the Church, and have just been raised to life again; 
also those few Jews who have lived through the Great Tribula- 
tion; but this individual judgment will be one mainly for the 
giving of rewards. It will seem good to Jesus the King, in 
reconstructing the world, His Kingdom, to appoint some to be 
rulers over towns and provinces, and to appoint some to be 
priests and Levites; and these rewards will now be given to 
those who were faithful in the Great Tribulation—whether they 
were killed or remained alive—the rewards being in strict pro- 
portion to the faithfulness and capacity of the recipient. 

““ (Jesus) spake a parable, because He was nigh to Jerusalem, 
and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was im- 
mediately to appear. He said therefore, A certain nobleman 
went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and 
to return. And he called ten servants of his, and gave them 
ten pounds, and said unto them, Trade ye herewith till I come. 
. . . And it came to pass, when he was come back again, having 
received the kingdom, that he commanded those servants unto 
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whom he had given the money to be called to him, that he 
might know what they had gained by trading. And the first 
came befcre him, saying, Lord, thy pound hath made ten pounds 
more. And he said unto him, Well done, thou good servant: 
because thou wast found faithful in a very little, have thou 
authority over ten cities. And the second came, saying, Thy 
pound hath made five pounds. And he said unto him also, Be 
- thou also over five cities ’’ (Luke xix. 11-19). 

The parable of the Talents shows the same judgment from a 
slightly different aspect, the rewards in each case being, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord’’ (Matt. xxv. 14-30). 

The highest honours of this period are reserved for the twelve 
apostles of Jesus, who are now appointed to the headship and 
government of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

““ Then answered Peter, and said unto Him, Lo, we have left 
all, and followed Thee; what then shall we have? And Jesus 
said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye which have 
followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall 
sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel’? (Matt. xix. 27, 28). 

The rewards given at this judgment are probably alluded 
to in :— 

““And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them’’ (Rev. xx. 4). 

“And they sang a new song, saying, Worthy art Thou to 
take the Book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast 
slain, and didst purchase unto God with Thy Blood, men out 
of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and madest 
them to be unto our God a kingdom and priests; and they 
reign upon the earth ’’ (Rev. v. 9, 10). 

““T will also make thine officers peace, and thine exactors 
righteousness ’’ (Isa. lx. 17). 

Thus are some of, or perhaps all, the kings of the earth 
appointed; and these shall eventually bring the glory of the’ 
nations into the New Jerusalem, as soon as that city comes 
down from God to the new earth. The nations over whom 
they rule, or that portion of them which survive the great 
rebellion at the end of the Millennium, are those of whom we 
read, in the new earth, after the first earth has passed away : 

“ Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall 
dwell with them, and they shall be His peoples ’’ (Rev. xxi. 3). 

“« And the nations shall walk amidst the light thereof (of the 
New Jerusalem) ’’ (Rev. xxi. 24). 

““On this side of the river and on that was the tree of life 

. and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations ’’ (Rev. xxii. 2). 
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CHAPTER XXII. 
GEOGRAPHICAL CHANGES IN THE East. 


TuE Return of the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth is immediately 
preceded, or accompanied, by a great earthquake. 

““And the seventh poured out his bowl upon the air; and 
there came forth a great voice out of the Temple, from the 
throne, saying, It is done; and there were lightnings, and 
voices, and thunders; and there was a great earthquake, such 
as was not since there were men upon the earth, so great an 
earthquake, so mighty ’’ (Rev. xvi. 17, 18). 

An earthquake is the symbol of a battle, and, as we have 
seen, a great war is proceeding when the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes to the earth; but this symbolism does not exclude the 
_ literal, for we find a great earthquake actually does divide the 
Mount of Olives, as soon as the Feet of Jesus touch the earth. 

““And His Feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount 
of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof, towards the east and 
tewards the west, and there shall be a very great valley ’’ 
(Zech. xiv. 4); 
and as we shall find later, a river will flow through this valley 
to the sea. At this same time, the city of Babylon shall be 
destroyed with all the horrors, and with the suddenness, of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, for we read after the 
verse recording the earthquake :— 

“And the great city was divided into three parts, and the 
cities of the nations fell; and Babylon the Great was remem- 
bered in the Sight of God, to give unto her the cup of the wine 
of the fierceness of His wrath ’’ (Rev. xvi. 19). 

(For further particulars of this destruction reference should 
be made to chapter xiv. of this book.) 

About this same time we read of the destruction of the tongue 
of the Egyptian sea, and of the almost complete drying up of 
the mouths of the river Nile; consequently, the delta of the 
Nile will henceforth become a desert, for the eleventh chapter 
of Isaiah undoubtedly refers to the setting up of the kingdom 
of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth; and at the close of that 
chapter we read :— 

“And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea; and with His scorching wind shall He shake His 
Hand over the river, and shall smite it into seven streams, and 
cause men to march over dryshod ”’ (Isa. xi. 15). 

“Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate 
wilderness, for the violence done to the children of Judah, 
because they have shed innocent blood in their land’’ (Joel 
ili. 19). 

eae with all this we read of the whole land round about 
Jerusalem being lifted up. 
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“‘ And the Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that day 
shall the Lord be One, and His Name one. All the land shall 
be turned as the Arabah, from Geba to Rimmon, south of 
Jerusalem, and she shall be lifted up, and shall dwell in her 
place ’’ (Zech. xiv. g, 10). 

We also read of two rivers flowing from Jerusalem, one 
towards the eastern, and the other towards the western sea. 

“‘ And it shall come to pass in that day, that living waters 
shall go out from Jerusalem, half of them towards the eastern 
sea, and half of them towards the western sea; in summer and 
in winter shall it be ’’ (Zech. xiv. 8). 


From a study of these passages we gather that, if these 
events are not the result of one great earthquake, they are 
certainly the result of a closely connected series of such, acting 
along the same line of weakness of the earth’s crust, and with 
very little time elapsing between each shock. 

The Dead Sea district is at present the deepest depression on 
the earth’s surface, being 1,292 feet below the level of the 
Mediterranean Sea. Geologists tell us* that this depression, 
and the deep Jordan Valley, were formed by earthquake, 
probably before man was on the earth; and that the river Nile 
at one time had an outlet into the Red Sea. One probable result 
of the earthquake will be to deflect the River Nile, so that it 
again runs out into the Red Sea instead of the Mediterranean, 
so making the present delta a wilderness; another result will 
be to raise the whole of the Dead Sea district to the level of the 
surrounding country (a distance of between 3,000 and 4,000 
feet in vertical height), and at the same time Jerusalem will be 
exalted, until it towers above the surrounding hills, and is 
visible for many miles round. 

“* But in the latter days it shall come to pass that the moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills, and peoples 
shall fiow unto it ’’ (Micah iv. 1). 

“« Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth 
Is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north, 
The city of the great King ’’ (Psa. xlviii. 2). 

““And it shall come to pass, in the latter days, that the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the tops 
of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and the 
nations shall flow unto it. And many peoples shall go and say, 
Come ye, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob ”’ (Isa. ii. 2, 3). 

(See also Zech. xiv. 9, 10, as quoted above.) 

A river of living water will flow from under the threshold of 
God’s house at Jerusalem, and after running a short distance, 
it will divide; half will run towards the Mediterranean Sea, and 
the other half, which is by far the more important, will flow 


* See Egypt and Syria, by Sir J. W. Dawson, F.R.S. R.T.S. 
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towards the eastern sea. This flows onward until it enters the 
Dead Sea at En Gedi, the waters of the Dead Sea being healed 
by it, which implies that there must be an outlet from the Dead 
Sea; for by no other natural means could its saltness be cured. 
We find this outlet at En Eglaim, on the eastern side of the 
sea, close by the mouth of the jordan river, and we also find 
that this river will enter the desert lands on the east of Jordan, 
and will water the valley of Shittim in that desert. Shittim is 
the same as Baal-peor, the scene of Balaam’s remarkable 
prophecy, and of Israel’s transgression with the daughters of 
Moab; and was one of the last encampments of the Israelites in 
the wilderness. 

““And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to 
ah whoredoms with the daughters of Moab’ (Num. 
XXv. 1). 

That the river does not end by flowing into the Dead Sea, is 
proved by reference to Joel. 

“And a fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, 
and shall water the valley of Shittim ’’ (Joel iii. 18). 

Now for a river to flow from Jerusalem on the west of Jordan, 
to Shittim on the east of Jordan, it is necessary that the deep 
depression of the earth between these two places, should be 
removed by some means or other, and this the great earthquake 
will accomplish. 

Beyond Shittim, there is no direct record of the river, except 
that we are told it flows into the eastern sea. This eastern sea, 
it is almost certain, is not the Dead Sea, but the Persian Gulf, 
which is due east of Jerusalem; and as between the Jordan and 
the Persian Gulf there is now a howling wilderness, where it is 
quite impossible for man to dwell, and as the river brings fruit- 
fulness everywhere it goes, it is this river that is alluded to in 
such chapters as those which describe the wilderness blossoming 
as a rose, and the desert becoming as a fruitful field. 


This eastern branch of the river is thus described by Ezekiel : 

“© And he brought me back unto the door of the house (of the 
Temple); and, behold, waters issued out from under the thres- 
hold of the house eastward. . . . Then said he unto me, These 
waters issue forth towards the eastern region, and shall go 
down into the Arabah; and they shall go towards the sea; 
into the sea shall the waters go which were made to issue forth; 
and the waters shall be healed. And it shall come to pass, that 
every living creature which swarmeth, in every place whither 
the two rivers come, shall live; and there shall be a very great 
multitude of fish; for these waters are come thither, and the 
waters of the sea shall be healed, and everything shall live 
whithersoever the river cometh. And it shall come to pass, that 
fishers shall stand by it; from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim 
shall be a place for the spreading of nets; their fish shall be 
after their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding many. 
But the miry places thereof, and the marishes thereof, shall not 
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be healed; they shall be given up to salt. And the river upon 
the banks thereof, on this side, and on that side, shall grow 
every tree for meat, whose leaf shall not wither, neither shall 
the fruit thereof fail: it shall bring forth new fruit every month, 
because the waters thereof issue out of the sanctuary: and the 
fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for healing’ 
(Ezek. xlvii. 1-12); and is certainly alluded to in such passages 
as :— 
““ There is a river, the streams whereof make glad the city of 

God, 
The holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High ’’ 

(Psa. xlvi. 4). 

“ He turneth a wilderness into a pool of water, 
And a ary land into watersprings. 
And there He maketh the hungry to dwell, 
That they may prepare a city of habitation, 
And sow fields, and plant vineyards, 
And get them fruits of increase ’’ (Psa. cvii. 35-37). 

“The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad; and 
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing; 
the glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon... for in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert. And the glowing sand 
shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water: 
in the habitation of jackals, where they lay, shall be grass with 
reeds and rushes ’”’ (isa. xxxv. 1-7). 

“Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes 
shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation . . . but there the Lord 
will be with us in majesty, a place of broad rivers and streams ; 
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ships 
pass thereby ’’ (Isa. xxxiil. 20, 21). 

We see from these passages that the river is not for commerce 
(that is, as far as the vicinity of Jerusalem is concerned), but 
for beauty, and for life-giving; and is, on the miilennial earth, 
that which the River of Water of Life is on the new earth. 

We have yet another proof of the eastern direction of this 
river after it leaves the Dead Sea, for it will give life wherever 
it goes; but the southern districts of the Dead Sea are not to 
‘be cured, Edom is to be a perpetual desolation, and the salt and 
bitumen pits of the south end will remain as at present; there- 
fore the river cannot pass, or find an outlet on the south. 

“Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence done 
to the childven of Judah ’’ (Joel iii. 19). 

“‘ But the miry places thereof, and the marishes thereof, shall 
not be healed, they are given up to salt ’’ (Ezek. xlvii. 11). 


After the Return of Jesus to the earth, the land of Palestine 
will be divided among the twelve tribes of Israel; each tribe 
being given a strip of country running due east and west, from 
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the Mediterranean Sea, to the river Euphrates, as promised by 
God to Abraham. 

“In that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 
unto the great river, the river Euphrates ’’ (Gen. xv. 18). 

The long strip of country which contains Jerusalem will be 
set apart for the Priests and Levites, whilst a square portion 
of about 60 miles each way, in the centre of which is the rebuilt 
Temple, will be separated from the remainder as the Holy 
Portion, and will probably be used for the assembling of the 
nations who will come up every year at the Feast of Tabernacles, 
to worship the Lord the King. 

Very much of the land that will be divided between the tribes 
is now a desert, and quite uninhabitable; but with the advent 
of the river which flows from Jerusalem eastward, this land will 
become fruitful and capable of bearing a very large population; 
and in this we have another proof that the eastern sea, into 
which the river empties itself, is not the Dead Sea, but the 
Persian Gulf, for some such stream will be necessary to those 
tribes who wili dwell in this desert land (for further particulars 
of the division of the land of Palestine among the twelve tribes, 
reference should be made to Ezekiel xlvii 13, xlviii. 1-35). 


[A Map and Keys illustrating these geo- 
graphical and geological changes will be 
found overleaf. | 
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GEOGRAPHICAL CHANGES IN THE East. gI 


Key TO THE Map. 


A Dan. E_ Ephraim. J Simeon. 
B_ Asher. F Reuben. K Issachar. 
C Napthali. G Judah. L Zebulon. 
D_ Manasseh. H The Holy Portion. M_ Gad. 
I Benjamin. 
N The Delta of Egypt. To become a desert (Isa. xi. 15; 
Joel iii. 19). 
N! The remainder of Egypt. An inhabited land (Psa. Ixviii. 
31; Isa. xix. 18-25). 
O or O! The Tongue of the Egyptian Sea. To be destroyed 
(Isa. xi. 15). 
P Jerusalem. To be exalted above the hills (Micah iv. 1; Psa. 
xlvili. 2; Zech. xiv. 10). 
4) Geba. The land that is lifted up when Jerusalem 
R Rimmon pares is exalted extends from Geba to Rimmon 
S En Rimmon. —either one or the other (Zech. xiv. ro). 
y ig usalem. The course of the eastern waters that flow from 
n Gedi. . 
° the temple of Jerusalem (Zech. xiv. 8; Ezek. 
Be  sivii) 8-10. Joel ii. 18) 
T Shittim. : ‘ : Z 
Ww 


The probable course of the river from Shittim to the 
eastern sea (Zech. xiv. 8). 

At present a desert; then to be given to the southern tribes 
of Israel as a dwelling place (compare Isa. xxxv. 
Psa. cvii. 33-38). 

XY The line of the earthquake of Rev. xvi. 17-19. The 
places on this line, or in its vicinity, affected by it, 
being: Egypt, the tongue of the Egyptian Sea (and 
therefore the Suez Canal), the Dead Sea, Jerusalem 
and the surrounding district, and Babylon. 

Edom. To be a perpetual desolation (Joel iii. 19; Ezek. xlvii. 

Lise jer 4 <lix.c 175-18), 


Ammon. ; ; 
Woah. | To be a possession of Israel (Isa. xi. 14). 


N 


. 
p) 


(The Geological Sketch inset in the Map is copied, by 
permission of the R.T.S., from Egypt and Syria, by Sir J. W. 
Dawson, F.R.S.) 


KEY TO THE GEOLOGICAL SKETCH. 


(1) Jerusalem. 2,590 feet ele- (4) Volcanic Rock. 


vation. (5) Mountains of Moab. 
(2) Level of Mediterranean (6) Sandstone Rock. 
Sea 


6) 
3 7) Cretaceous Limestone. 
(3) Level of Dead Sea. 1,292 (8) Line of fault of previous 
feet depression. earthquake. 


Q2 UNFULFILLED PROPHECY. 


CHAPTER XXIII. 
THE MILLENNIAL EARTH. ‘‘ JERUSALEM.’’ 


Havine considered the Return of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the re-organizing of the world at the judgment of nations, and 
the effect of the great earthquake which takes place about this 
time, we must now study His glorious kingdom in more detail. 

Jerusalem, its capital (and therefore the capital of the whole 
world), will be an exceedingly large, noble, and beautiful city, 
occupying with its environs, as nearly as can be calculated, a 
square space sixty miles each way—this large space is spoken 
of in Ezekiel as the Holy Oblation—of which the city proper 
will be a smaller square of about ten miles each way; and on 
either side of the city proper will be two other square spaces, 
each of a size equal to the City itself, which will be for gardens. 
and parks; and other portions will be especially reserved for 
the Prince. 

We have already learned that the Mount of Olives will cleave 
in the midst and that a very great valley, running due east and 
west, through which a river will flow, shall be in its place. 

On the north side of this valley, on the top of the hill over- 
looking it, and with one side parallel to it, will be placed the 
rebuilt Jerusalem. 

“* Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth is Mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north the city of the great King ’’ 
(Psa. xlviii. 2). 

Lying northward of the city proper, but included in the sixty 
miles square space of the Oblation, will be a portion of land 
sixty miles long and twenty-five miles wide (the longest 
dimension being from east to west), which will be set apart for 
the Priests; and northward of that, another portion of similar 
dimensions will be set aside as the portion of the Levites. 

In the centre of the portion set apart for the Priests, the new 
Temple—or rather, the Sanctuary, for so it is called in Ezekiel 
—will be placed, the door of which will therefore be about 
twelve miles from the nearest gate of the City proper. 

It is very evident that this sixty mile square space will not 
be a flat plain, for the Sanctuary will be built upon a large hill, 
and therefore probably visible from every portion of the 
Oblation. 

“And it shall come to pass, in the latter days, that the 
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top 
of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all 
nations shall flow unto it’’ (Isa. ii. 2). (See also Zech. xiv. 10, 
and Micah iv. 1-4). 

We know that at least one river will be in it, for we have 
already seen that a river issues from under the threshold of the 
Temple, and after flowing at least twenty miles across the 
Oblation, passes down the valley formed in the Mount of Olives, 
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and so makes its way to the sea; but probably more than one 
river will be there, for we read :— 

“Look upon Zion . . . there the Lord will be with us in 
majesty, a place of broad rivers and streams, wherein shall go 
no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ships pass thereby ”’ 
{Isa. xxxili. 20, 21). 

These streams are fed by the water which issues from the 
Temple area, and the banks shall be covered with luxuriant 
vegetation, and in these waters shall be a multitude of fish. 

“And behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of 
the house eastward . . . behold, upon the banks of the river 
mere very many trees, on the one side and on the other... 
and there shall be a great multitude of fish . . . their fish 
shall be after their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding 
many ’’ (Ezek. xvii. 1-10). 


There will be a gloriously rebuilt Temple or Sanctuary, for : 

“ The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, 
the pine, and the box tree together, to beautify the place of My 
Sanctuary, and I will make the place of My Feet glorious ’’ 
(Isa. Ix. 13). 

“The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the 
former, saith the Lord of Hosts; and in this place will I give 
peace, saith the Lord of Hosts ’’ (Hag. ii. 9). (See also Ezek. 
xliii., xliv.). 

The Shekinah will again be in the Temple, and it will also 
be visible as a huge pillar, rising above the Temple to a great 
height, and therefore to be seen from great distances round the 
city. The Shekinah will be at Jerusalem exactly what the pillar 
of cloud and fire was to the Israelites in the wilderness, a cloud 
by day and a light by night; yet even the cloud by day shall 
be of such brightness, that the sun’s light, as far as the city is 
concerned, will be a superfluity. 

“‘ And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and 
he that vemaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every 
one that is written among the living in Jerusalem. . . . And - 
the Lord will create over the whole habitation of Mount Zion, 
and over her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the 
shining of a flaming fire by night, for over all the glory shall 
be spread a canopy ”’ (Isa. iv. 3-5). 

“‘ Avise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is risen upon thee ’”’ (Isa. Ix. 1). 

‘“The sun shall be no more thy light by day, neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee, but the Lord 
shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 
Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon with- 
draw itself, for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended ”’ (Isa. Ix. 19, 20). 


The city will be in every way a fitting capital, and a seat of 
government for the whole earth, for which it is geographically 
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well situated, being practically in the centre of the eastern 
hemisphere, and easily accessible from all parts :— 

“Thus saith the Lord God: This is Jerusalem: I have set 
her in the midst of the nations, and countries are round about 
her’’ (Ezek. v. 5). 

And will contain many noble palaces :— 

“* Let Mount Zion be glad, 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice, 

Because of Thy judgments. 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: 

Tell the towers thereof. 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, 

Consider her palaces, 

That ye may tell it to the generation following. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: 

He will be our Guide even for evermore ”’ 
(Psa. xlviii. 11-14). 

The peaceful government and general excellency is clearly 


“« And they shall call thee, The City of the Lord, The Zion 
of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas thou hast been forsaken 
and hated, so that no man passed through thee, I will make 
thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations. ... For 
brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for 
wood, brass, and for stones, iron; I will also make thy officers 
peace, and thine exactors righteousness. Violence shall no more 
be heard in thy land, desolation nor destruction within thy 
borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
Praise ’’ (Isa. Ix. 14-18). 

‘‘ And the nations shall see thy righteousness, and all kings 
thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the 
Mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou shalt also be a crown of 
beauty in the Hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the Hand 
of thy God. Thou shalt be no more termed Forsaken: neither 
shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be 
called Hephzi-bah (my delight is in her), and thy land Beulah 
(married). . . . For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall 
thy sons marry thee: and as a bridegroom rejoiceth over the 
bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee ”’ (Isa. Ixii. 2-5). 


Jerusalem will be the central meeting-place for the whole 
world, the headquarters of all religious life and worship; the 
whole of the nations of the earth making pilgrimages to it, 
year by year, at the set feast of the future. The immense area 
of the Oblation seems to be the Divine provision for the accom- 
modation of these nations, for the 3,600 square miles of the 
Oblation will give ample room for the whole population of the 
earth to be present, and to dwell together for the eight days 
of the Feast of Tabernacles; and this will be more easily 
realised when we remember that during that Feast the people 
were to dwell in booths made with branches of trees, and not 
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in their houses. It will be to the world that which ancient 
Jerusalem was to the land of Palestine in the days of the early 
kings of Israel. 

“And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all 
the nations which came against Jerusalem, shall go up from 
year to year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, and to 
keep the Feast of Tabernacles ’’ (Zech. xiv. 16). 

“Also the strangers, that join themselves to the Lord, to 
mimster unto Him, and to love the Name of the Lord... 
even them will I bring to My holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in My house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices shall be accepted upon Mine altar: for Mine house 
shall be called an house of prayer for all peoples. The Lord 
God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I 
gather others to him, besides his own that are gathered ”’ (Isa. 
ivi. 6-8). 

“* Princes shall come out of Egypt, 

Ethiopia shall haste to stretch out her hands unto God, 
Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; 

O sing praises unto the Lord”? (Psa. Ixviii. 31, 32). 

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: The fasts of the fourth 
month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, 
and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and 
gladness, and cheerful feasts. . . . It shall yet come to pass 
that there shall come peoples, and the inhabitants of many 
cities, and the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, 
saying, Let us go speedily to intreat the favour of the Lord, 
and to seek the Lord of Hosts; I will go also. Yea, many 
peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of 
Hosts in Jerusalem, and to intreat the favour of the Lord’’ 
(Zech. viii. 19-22). 

The city itself, being a large one, will be a place of residence 
for many, children being free to play in the streets : 

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: My cities through pros- 
perity shall yet spread abroad, and the Lord shall yet comfort 
Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem ’’ (Zech. i. 17). 

“ Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages without walls, by 
reason of the multitude of men and cattle therein’’ (Zech. ii. 4). 

“« The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing 
in the streets thereof ’’ (Zech. viii. 5). 

The very animals in the district will be harmless, and subject 
to man, as they were in the Garden of Eden. 

““ And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed, their young ones shcll lie down 
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all My mountain, for the earth shall be full 
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of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea’’ 


(Isa. xi. 6-9). 
“The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox . . . they shall not hurt nor destroy 


in all My holy mountain, saith the Lord’’ (Isa. Ixv. 25). 

“And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will 
cause evil beasts to cease out of the land, and they shall dwell 
securely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods’’ (Ezek. 
XXXiv. 25). 


CHAPTER XXIV. 
THE MILLENNIAL EarRTH. ‘‘ THE JEWS.”’ 


THE Jews will be the greatest nation on the earth, the head 
and leader of all others; they will love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
their Messiah, with an intensity of love which will know no 
shadow of turning, or backsliding; for the Holy Spirit will be 
upon them all, and their greatest delight will be to do God’s 
Will. 

“ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah. . . . But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord: I will put My 
law in their inward parts, and in their hearts will I write it; 
and I will be their God and they shall be My people: and they 
shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know 
Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them’? (Jer. 
XXXi. 31-34). 

“And as for Me, this is My covenant with them, saith the 
Lord: My Spirit which is upon thee, and My words which I 
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s 
seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever’’ (Isa. lix. 
21). 

The whole of the Jews shall return to their own land. 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall 
set His Hand again the second time to recover the remnant of 
His people, which shall remain. . .. And He shall set an 
ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, 
and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth’’ (Isa. xi. 11, 12). 

They shall never be removed from their land, they, or their 
children, or their children’s children, for ever. 

“Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I will take the children 
of Israel from among the nations, whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own 
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land; and I will make them one nation in the land, upon the 
mountains of Israel; and one King shall be king to them all: 
and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be 
divided into two kingdoms any more at all... . And they 
shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob My servant, 
wherein your fathers dwelt, and they shall dwell therein, they, 
and their children, and their children’s children, for ever. . . . 
Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them: it shall 
be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, 
and multiply them, and will set My Sanctuary in the midst of 
them for evermore. My tabernacle also shall be with them, 
and I wili be their God, and they shall be My people. And the 
nations shall know that I am the Lord that sanctify Israel, 
when My Sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore’’ 
(Ezek. xxxvii. 21-28). 


The original purpose and covenant of God concerning Israel, 
which He made with them at Sinai, in the following words : 

“ Now, therefore, if ye will obey My Voice indeed, and keep 

My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me from 
among all peoples; for all the earth is Mine: and ye shall be 
unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation’’ (Ex. xix. 
5, 6); 
Sr how be carried out, and they will become a kingdom of 
priests and Levites unto the Lord for ever; their duty hence- 
forth being to give a whole-hearted service to God. They shall 
be the priests, Levites, and singers of the Temple of Jerusalem; 
the teachers, ministers, and messengers to the whole earth, 
carrying the Gospel to every part; and by their ministrations, 
the whole earth shall be brought to the knowledge of the truth; 
and in them shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

“« And this city shall be to Me for a name of joy, for a praise, 
and for a glory, before all the nations of the earth, which shall 
hear all the good that I do unto them”? (Jer. xxxiili. 9). : 

“And I will set a sign among them, and I will send such 
as escape of them unto the nations . . . to the isles afar off, 
that have not heard My fame, neither have seen My glory; 
and they shall declare My glory among the nations ’’ (Isa. Ixvi. 
19). 
And it shall come to pass that, as ye were a curse among 
the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so will I 
save you, and ye shall be a blessing ”’ (Zech. viii. 13). 

This being so, they will be released from all servile work; 
that will be done for them by the other nations, not of necessity, 
but willingly. 

“© And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, and aliens 
shall be your plowmen and your vine-dressers. But ye shall 
be named the priests of the Lord, men shall call you the min- 
isters of our God; ye shall eat the wealth of nations, and in 
their glory shall ye boast yourselves ”’ (Isa. Ixi. 5, 6). 

“And strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings 
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shall minister unto thee . . . for that nation and kingdom that 
will not serve thee shall perish, yea, these nations shall be 
utterly wasted ’’ (Isa. lx. 10-12). 

The principle that those who labour in the Gospel may live 
by the Gospel is clearly laid down by St. Paul. 

“‘ For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle 
the ox when he treadeth out the corn. Is it for the oxen that 
God careth, or saith He it altogether for our sake? Yea, for 
our sake it was written. . . . If we sowed unto you spiritual 
things, is it a great matter if we veap your carnal things?... 
Know ye not that they which minister about sacred things eat 
of the things of the Temple, and they that wait upon the altar, 
have their portion with the altar? Even so did the Lord ordain 
that they which proclaim the Gospel should live of the Gospel ’’ 
(1 Cor. ix. 9-14). 

The Jew will be the especial favourite of the nations, probably 
because of the loveliness of character which will develop in him 
as the ages go by. 

“At that time will I bring you in, and at that time will I 
gather you, for I will make you a name and a praise among 
all the peoples of the earth, when I bring again your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord’’ (Zeph. iii. 20). 

“And all nations shall call you happy, for ye shall be a 
delightsome land, saith the Lord of Hosts ’’ (Mal. iii. 12). 

“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: In those days it shall come 
to pass that ten men shall take hold, out of all the languages 
of the nations, shall even take hold of the skirt of him that is 
a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you ’’ (Zech. viii. 23). 


CHAPTER XXV. 
THE MILLENNIAL EartH. ‘‘ THE GENTILES.’’ 


THE Jew will occupy such an exalted position on the millennial 
earth that the conclusion might be drawn that the rest of the 
world will be relatively the poorer, and therefore have but little 
to hope for in this glorious future. Such a conclusion would be 
wholly incorrect, for the whole creation waits earnestly for this 
good time to come, 

““ For the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected 
to vanity, not of its own will, but by reason of Him Who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the 
glory of the children of God’’ (Rom. viii. 19, 21); 
and it will be as life from the dead to the Gentiles. 

“ But by their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for 


THE MILLENNIAL EartH. ‘‘ THE GENTILES.’’ 99 


to provoke them to jealousy. Now if their fall is the riches of 
the world, and their loss the riches of the Gentiles, how much 
more their fulness ?’’ (Rom. xi. 11, 12). 

“For if the casting away of them is the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead ’’ (Rom. xi. 15). 

Indeed, the Jew is given his high position that he might be 
used as a blessing to the Gentiles. 

“ And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great, and be thou a blessing .. . 
and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed ’’ (Gen. 
Soe, 3). 

“At that time will I bring you in, and at that time will I 
gather you; for I will make you a name and a praise among 
all the people of the earth, when I bring again your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord ’”’ (Zeph. iii. 20). 

So it is by their preaching that the whole world shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord, even as the waters cover the 
sea, and the blessings given to the Jew shall be passed on to 
the Gentile. 

“ The time cometh that I will gather all nations and tongues, 
and they shall come, and shall see My glory, and I will set a 
sign among them, and I will send such as escape of them unto 
the nations . . . and they shall declare My glory among the 
nations ’’ (Isa. Ixvi. 18, 109). 

“* For the Lord hath comforted His people, He hath redeemed 
Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare His holy Arm in the 
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God”? (Isa. lii. 9, 10). 

“And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold, them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear My Voice, and they shall 
become one flock, one shepherd ’’ (John x. 16). 

““ For Mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all 
peoples. The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel 
saith, Yet will I gather others to him, besides his own that are 
gathered ”’ (Isa. lvi. 7, 8). 


The whole earth being under one government and one King, 
war must of necessity cease, and the whole earth must come 
under one code of laws, and possibly only one language will be 
used as time goes on. 

“© Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

What desolations He hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth: 
He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder ; 
He burneth the chariots in the fire ’’ (Psa. xlvi. 8, 9). 

“And He shall judge between the nations, and shall reprove 
many peoples, and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and the spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more’’ 
(Isa. ii. 4). 
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Then shall the earth bring forth its fruit in abundance, for : 

““ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman 
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes, him that 
soweth seed’’ (Amos ix. 13). 

“And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall 
overflow with wine and oil. And I will restore to you the years 
that the locust hath eaten . . . and ye shall eat in plenty and 
be satisfied, and shall praise the Name of the Lord your God, 
that hath dealt wondrously with you’’ (Joel ii. 24-26). 

“And the tree of the field shall yield its fruit, and the earth 
shall yield her increase, and they shall be secure in their land ’’ 
(Ezek. xxxiv. 27). 

The poor and lowly shall have One at the head of the govern- 
ment who will champion their cause, and will so legislate that 
very soon poverty will cease to exist on the earth. 

“He shall not judge after the sight of His Eyes, neither 
veprove after the hearing of His Ears, but with righteousness 
shall He judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek 
of the earth ’’ (Isa. xi. 3, 4). 

““ Yea, all kings shall fall down before Him; 
All nations shall serve Him. 
For He shall deliver the needy when he crieth, 
And the poor that hath no helper. 
He shall have pity on the poor and needy, 
And the souls of the needy He shall save. 
He shall redeem their souls from oppression and violence, 
And precious shall their blood be in His Sight.’’ 
(Psa. Ixxii. 11-14). 


CHAPTER XXVI. 
THE MILLENNIAL EartTH. ‘‘ THe Laws oF THE KiInGpom.”’’ 


Our Lorp Jesus Curist began His ministry by preaching the 
near advent of the kingdom of God. 

“« Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and 
saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand ’”’ (Mark i. 15). 

Then, when the people were gathered around Him, He gave 
them, in His wonderful Sermon on the Mount, a summary of 
the laws of that kingdom (as is shown in Matt. v., vi., vii.). 

These laws are still beyond modern attainments, and with the 
exception of those few passages which deal with persecution 
and suffering for righteousness’ sake, they must be, if not the 
actual future laws, at least a very close resemblance to them; 
the principle on which those laws will be founded being clearly 
shown in these chapters. 

The laws will be few in number, requiring that the spirit 
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rather than the letter should be observed; and emphasizing that 
whilst duty towards God must come first, active, sympathetic 
duty towards one’s neighbour must follow very closely, as 
shown in the answer of Jesus. 

“ And one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting 
Him, Master, which is the greatest commandment in the law? 
And He said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. And the second like unto 
at is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these 
sot commandments hangeth the whole law’’ (Matt. xxii. 35- 
40). 

There are many “ideal laws’’ in Scripture, which, being 
ideal, may reasonably be expected to be realised in the ‘‘ ideal 
kingdom,’’ or to what end, and for what purpose, were they 
placed in the Scriptures? 

A few of these passages will serve to show the nature of the 
laws of Christ’s kingdom when it is established on the earth. 

“ For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, 
If any will not work, neither let him eat’’ (2 Thess. iii. ro). 

“ Behold, a King shall reign in righteousness. . . . The vile 
person shall be no longer called liberal, nor the churl said to 
be bountiful ’’ (Isa. xxxii. 1-5). 

“* Lord, who shall sojourn in Thy tabernacle ? 

Who shall dwell in Thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 

And speaketh truth in his heart. 

He that slandereth not with his tongue, 

Nor doeth evil to his friend, 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour ; 

In whose eyes a reprobate is despised; 

But he honoureth them that fear the Lord; 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not; 

He that putteth not out his money to usury, 

Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved ”’ 
(Psa. xv}, 

““Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 

And who shall stand in His holy place? 

He that hath clean hands and a pure heart, 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

And hath not sworn deceitfully ’’ (Psa. xxiv. 3, 4). 

The attitude of Jesus Christ the King was well portrayed by 
David the King in his ‘‘ ideal ’’ of kingly duty. 

“T will set no base thing before mine eyes: 

I hate the work of them that turn aside ; 

It shall not cleave unto me. 

A froward heart shall depart from me: 

I will know no evil thing. 

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I 
destroy: 
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Him that hath a high look and a proud heart will I not 
suffer. 

Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that 
they may dwell with me: 

He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall minister unto 
me. 

He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: 

He that speaketh falsehood shall not be established 
before mine eyes. 

Morning by morning will I destroy all the wicked of the 
land ; 

To cut off all tne workers of iniquity from the city of 
the Lord. APsayct), 

(See. also. Psalms Ixwii., xcvi.;°- XCvil., Cxvill;, “XCix:, (2, 

Clis, “CliNNCIV.). 

Before the time of these laws is reached, the present social 
and industrial problems will have arrived at the only conclusion 
possible to such entirely opposite interests, viz., an appeal to 
force, and the consequent wrecking of the present condition of 
things. 

ade the better conditions brought about by such laws as 
here quoted, such problems as that of Labour versus Capital 
cannot exist; neither can there be such a thing as privilege for 
one class, and its resultant, the envy and hatred of those outside 
such a class. 

God will show how simply and justly the world can be 
governed, when once the heart of man is right with Him, and 
is under the guidance of His Holy Spirit. 


It is very important to notice that all these laws assure the 
existence of a strong, active central authority, fully capable 
of dealing with all offences against the laws; consequently the 
individual member of the kingdom is forbidden to take the law 
into his own hands. 

““ Ve have heard that it has been said, An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, Resist not him that 
is evil: but whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek turn to 
him the other also ’”’ (Matt. v. 38, 39). 

Perhaps it is impossible to emphasize better the difference 
between the laws of man and the laws of God than by closing 
with the marvellous words of David: 

“‘ The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul: 

The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. 

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: 

The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: 

The judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous 
altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: 
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Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is Thy servant warned: 

In the keeping of them there is great reward ”’ 
(Psalm xix. 7-11). 


CHAPTER XXVII. 
THE MILLENNIAL Eartu. ‘‘ Its SociaL ConpDiTION.’’ 


THE consideration of the laws of the kingdom leads to the 
conclusion that sin is not absent from the earth during the 
Millennium. The laws however are designed to make it 
increasingly difficult for sin to exist, each sin bringing a swift 
and certain punishment on the culprit. 

Death will still exist, for: 

we ae last enemy that shall be abolished is death’’ (1 Cor. 
VG 20) 
but death will only exist as a direct punishment to those who 
persist in wilful and open sin; the span of life for the others 
being so lengthened, that all may live for the whole period of 
the Millennium. 

““There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days, for the child shall die an 
hundred years old, and the sinner being an hundred years old 
shall be accursed.. . . They shall not plant, and another eat, 
for as the days of a tree shall be the days of My people, and 
My chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands ’’ (Isa. Ixv. 
20-22). 

Now is the time for the fulfilment of such texts as: 

“ Jesus said unto her, I am the Resurrection and the Life: he 
that believeth on Me, though he die, yet shall he live: and 
whosoever liveth and believeth on Me shall never die’’ (John 
x17 25, 20). 

“« Jesus said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep 
My word, he shall never see death’’ (John viii. 51). 

At the close of the Millennium, those who have lived through 
it, if still faithful in the troublesome time which succeeds it, will 
then attain to endless life, but not to immortality.* 


* Endless life is not of necessity immortality. Of God it is written, 
“He is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, Who only hath immortality, dwelling in light unapproachable ”’ 
1 Tim. vi. 15, 16). 

Of the Son it is written, ‘‘ For as the Father hath life in Himself, even 
so gave He to the Son also to have life in Himself ’’ (John v. 26). 

Of these who are the Church it is spoken, ‘‘ Because I live ye shall live 
also’’ (John xiv. 109). A 

Therefore the Church, because of her union with Christ, puts on im- 
mortality, as it is written, ‘‘ And this mortal shall put on immortality ” 
(1, Cor: ‘XV. 53). spy 

For the others who are saved, it is not immortality in the same sense 
that God is immortal, but endless life. 
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War shall cease for ever, for the earth shall be under the 
government of one King; the subordinate governors, those 
having charge of towns and provinces, being the tried and true 
men who were faithful during the Great Tribulation, and who 
were given their office at the judgment of nations (as shown in 
chapter xxi.). 

Satan and all his hosts will be removed from the earth for 
the whole period of the Millennium, and the whole earth being 
at peace, every man shall sit under his own vine, and under his 
own fig tree, none making him afraid. 

“* Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. But they shall sit every man under 
his vine and under his fig tree, and none shall make them afraid, 
for the Mouth of the Lord of Hosts hath spoken it. For all 
the people will walk every one in the Name of his God, and we 
will walk in the Name of the Lord our God for ever and ever ’” 
(Micah iv. 3-5). 

Holidays shall be many and long; the yearly visit to 
Jerusalem will ensure this, besides which, we have a glimpse 
into God’s plans by studying the holidays under the Mosaic 
Law, where, whilst differing from year to year, they averaged 
about four months out of every twelve. This much, or perhaps 
even more, may be again expected in the future. 

Poverty, distress, and probably sickness, will be almost 
absent; the new laws will operate to prevent the first two, but 
worldly prosperity then (as with the Jews in olden time) will 
wholly depend on goodness, and the reverse will follow upon 
sin. The miracles of the Lord Jesus Christ show us clearly 
how He will deal with sickness during His kingdom, for no 
one who came to Him for healing was refused help; this being 
further emphasized by the description of the trees on the banks 
of the river flowing from Jerusalem. 

““And by the river, upon the bank thereof, on this side and 
on that, shall grow every tree for meat, whose leaf shall not 
wither . . . and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the 
leaf thereof for healing ’’ (Ezek. xlvii. 12); 
thus reminding us of the yet more blessed state in the future, 
when the tree of life shall be placed on the earth, the leaves of 
which are for the healing of the nations. 

The beasts of the field—at Jerusalem first (see Isa. xi. 6-9, 
in chapter xxiii.), and thence spreading throughout the world— 
shall be vegetarians, and as subject to mankind as they were 
in the Garden of Eden; and the original commands of God to 
man at his creation, which have been in abeyance since the 
Fall, will now be carried out to their fullest extent. 

“And God blessed them (man), and God said unto them: 
Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb 
yielding seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
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tree in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed, to you it 
shall be for meat; and to every beast of the earth, and to every 
fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
wherein is life, I have given every green herb for meat, and it 
was so’’ (Gen. i. 28, 30). 

All these blessings do not come suddenly, but as a result of 
rapid growth. The progress of science still continuing, men 
will become more and more the fellow-workers with God in 
nature, and will subdue the earth by mastering the secrets of 
nature, and utilising them to the advantage of the human race. 

Legitimate human intercourse with spiritual beings, as 
distinct from the present day spiritualism and doctrine of 
devils, is then highly probable. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 
THE CLOSE OF THE MILLENNIUM. 


THE Scriptures give but few details of this period, but enough 
is given to enable us to form some idea of the outline of the 
progress of events. The thousand years of peace and happiness 
expire, and Satan is released from his prison and allowed 
access to the earth. 

We have seen that during the Millennium, sin, although kept 
under and prevented from doing much mischief, has not been 
exterminated. Satan, at his arrival on the earth, will work on 
the small amount of evil present, and by increasing it and 
fanning it into a flame, will gather together a large number 
of those living on the earth, and will cause a great rebellion 
against the kingship of Jesus, and against the organisation 
introduced by Him on the earth. 

Jerusalem and the Jews will again become objects of hatred, 
but the rebellion—in which will be engaged, without exception, 
all who are not truly on the Lord’s side, but have been good 
from necessity rather than choice—will not be allowed to 
develop to any great extent, for God will use His omnipotent 
power, forcibly putting it down by the destruction of all who 
have engaged in it. 

Satan will be removed from the earth for all eternity; sin, 
and all traces of it will be removed also, and the earth will pass 
through a baptism of fire from which it will emerge, a re-created 
and perfected world, to be to the glory of God, and a dwelling 
place for Him for ever. 

““ And when the thousand years are finished, Satan shall be 
loosed out of his prison, and shall come forth to deceive the 
nations, which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them together to the war, the number of 
whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up over the 
breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the sans 


106 UNFULFILLED PROPHECY. 


about, and the beloved city, and fire came down out of heaven, 
and devoured them. And the Devil that deceived them was 
cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone, where are also the 
Beast and the False Prophet; and they shall be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever’’ (Rev. xx. 7-10). 

When the fire from heaven has destroyed all who were 
engaged in the rebellion, there will remain alive on the earth, or 
in some place of safety outside the earth, if the earth is then 
being consumed, both the Jews and those nations who have not 
partaken in the rebellion. These are not destroyed or injured 
in any way by the fire, and they certainly do not die. These 
are undoubtedly the nations whom we afterwards read of as 
dwelling on the new earth, their kings being with them, and 
it is for their benefit that the tree of life is placed on this new 
earth. 

‘“On this side of the river and on that was the iree of life 

. and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations ’’ (Rev. xxii. 2). 

“And the nations shall walk amidst the light thereof (of the 
New Jerusalem), and the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory into it. And the gates thereof shall in no wise be shut 
by day (for there shall be no night there), and they shall bring 
the glory and honour of the nations into it’’ (Rev. xxi. 24, 25). 

Immediately after the destruction of this final rebellion, four 
great events take place, viz. :— 

1 The final or second resurrection of the dead. 

2) The judgment of the great white throne. 

(3) The destruction of the earth by fire. 

(4) The creation of the new heaven and the new earth. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


THE SECOND RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD. 


THE second resurrection takes place at the end of the 
Millennium. 

““The rest of the dead lived not until the thousand years 
should be finished. . . . And when the thousand years are 
finished. ...I saw a great white throne and Him that sat 
upon it, from Whose Face the earth and the heaven fled away, 
and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, 
the great and the small, standing before the throne; and books 
were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life, and the dead were judged out of the things which were 
written in the books, according to their works ’’ (Rev. xx. 5-12). 

All those dead who did not partake of the first resurrection, 
together with all those who have died since that event, are now 
raised to life again. Hades is completely emptied, and as death 
is shortly to be destroyed, Hades can never be used again, and 
is therefore swept away as obsolete. 
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“And Death and Hades gave up the dead which were in 
them . . . and Death and Hades were cast into the Lake of 
Fire ’’ (Rev. xx. 13, 14). 

“For He must reign, till He hath put all His enemies under 
His Feet. The last enemy that shall be abolished is Death ’’ 
{1 Cor. xv. 25, 26). 

At the first resurrection all believers are raised to life and die 
no more, and as during the Millennium no one dies except as 
the direct punishment of sin, it follows that, at the second 
resurrection, there are none but unbelievers and sinners left to 
rise. 

These unbelievers include all those who, before the Millen- 
nium began, have heard the Gospel and refused to accept it; 
all those who are destroyed by the Lord Jesus at the judgment of 
nations; all those who have died during the Millennium: and 
all those who have been destroyed by fire in the rebellion at 
the close of the Millennium. The remainder of these dead being 
all the heathen who have never heard the Gospel. These all 
stand before the judgment seat of the great white throne. 

“ And they were judged every man according to their works’’ 
{Rev. xx. 13). 


CHAPTER XXX. 
THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT WHITE THRONE. 


Tuis judgment is held immediately after the second resurrection 
of the dead, and it is only those who are raised from the dead at 
that resurrection who are judged, for ali those who had risen 
at the first resurrection have been judged already. 

‘‘And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat upon it, 
from Whose Face the earth and the heaven fled away, and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, the 
great and the small, standing before the throne; and books 
were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life, and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it, and Death and Hades 
gave up the dead which were in them, and they were judged 
every man according to their works. And Death and Hades 
were cast into the Lake of Fire. This is the second death, even 
the Lake of Fire. And if any was not found written in the 
book of life, he was cast into the Lake of Fire’’ (Rev. xx. 
II-I5). 

me fine DEAD only are judged, that is, those who were dead 
and have just been raised to life again, it follows that the living 
nations of the earth—those who were on the Lord’s side, and 
had not been partakers in the great rebellion of the close of the 
Millennium, and who certainly were not destroyed by the fire 
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which came down from God and destroyed the rebels—are not 
judged, although they are undoubtedly present at the judgment 
seat. 

Those now called up for judgment are they who, in any age 
preceding the Millennium, have heard the Gospel and have 
rejected it. 

“‘ And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light, for 
their works are evil ’’ (John ili. 19). 

Also those who, under Antichrist in the Great Tribulation, 
were fighting against God, those who have died during the 
Millennium, and all those who were destroyed in the great 
rebellion at its close, as well as the heathen who have never 
heard the Gospel (for the sea is the symbol of the heathen 


nations). 

“‘And the sea gave up the dead which were in it’’ (Rev. 
re nee) 

This judgment is largely, if not wholly one of condemnation, 
yet, 


“* Shall not the Judge of the earth do right?’’ (Gen. xviii. 25). 

““ For when the Gentiles which have no law do by nature the 
things of the law, these, having no law, are a law unto them- 
selves, in that they show the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience bearing witness therewith, and their 
thoughts one with another accusing or else excusing them, in 
the day when God shall judge the secrets of men according to 
my gospel, by Jesus Christ’’ (Rom. ii. 14-16). 

“* And that servant which knew his Lord’s Will, and made 
not ready, nor did according to His Will, shall be beaten with 
many stripes, but he that knew not, and did things worthy of 
stripes shall be beaten with few stripes. And to whomsoever 
much is given, of him shall much be required, and to whom they 
commit much, of him they will ask the more’’ (Luke xii. 47, 
48). 

The fact that the book of life was opened, and only those 
whose names were not written therein were cast into the Lake 
of Fire, seems to point to some, it may even be many, escaping 
that terrible doom, and finding the salvation of Jesus sufficiently 
large to include even them (this small hope, even if proved to: 
be well founded, should give no excuse for neglecting the 
present means of grace), but their platform of salvation, if such 
it be, will be a vastly different and inferior one, to that of alf 
others, whose judgment has preceded theirs. 

With the full assurance that the punishment, or the reward, 
whatever it may be, will contain the greatest possible amount 
of mercy that is consistent with perfect justice—for these: 
attributes, like all others, are equal in the Godhead—let us. 
leave the matter in the Hand of God, for He doeth well, anda 
time will come when all creation will acknowledge His good- 
ness, for we read: 

“And every created thing which is in the heaven, and on the: 
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earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all things that 
are in them, heard I saying, Unto Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, be the blessing, and the honour, 
ee the glory, and the dominion, for ever and ever’’ (Rev. v. 
73). 


CHAPTER XXXI. 
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE EARTH BY FIRE. 


WE read in many passages of Scripture that the world shall 
be destroyed by fire, in which the earth and all that is in it 
will be consumed. 

“ But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in the which 
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the ele- 
ments shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and 
the works that are therein shall be burned up ”’ (2 Pet. iii. 10). 

“Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation 
of the earth, 

And the heavens are the works of Thy Hands: 

They shall perish, but Thou continuest: 

And they all shall wax old as doth a garment; 

And as a mantle shalt Thou roll them up, 

As a garment, and they shall be changed. 

But Thou art the same, 

And Thy years shall not fail ’’ (Heb. i. 10-12). 

“And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat upon 
it, from Whose Face the earth and the heavens fled away ”’ 
eURev. xx. 11). 

This event, terrible as it must seem to us from our human 
point of view, is really to be desired, and looked forward to 
with pleasure. 

“‘ Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy living and godli- 
ness, looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the day 
of God, by reason of which the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? But, 
according to His promise, we look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness ’’ (2 Peter iii. 11-13); 
for with the destruction of this earth and heaven will come the 
creation of the new earth and heaven, where righteousness shall 
dwell for ever. 

“For, behold, I create new heavens and new earth: and 
the former things shall not be remembered, nor come to mind ”” 
(Isa. Ixv. 17). 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth are passed away; and the sea is no 
more ”’ (Rev. xxi. 1). 
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A parallel has been drawn beween the destruction of the world 
by the flood in the days of Noah, and this destruction by fire 
in the yet future age, and this parallelism holds good to a 
startling degree. 

“ Knowing this first, that in the last days mockers shall come 
with mockery, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where 
is the promise of His Coming, for from the day that the fathers 
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation. For this they wilfully forget, that there were 
heavens from of old, and an earth compacted out of water and 
amidst water, by the word of God; by which means the world 
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished; but the 
heavens that now are, and the earth, by the same word have 
been stored up for fire, being reserved against the day of judg- 
ment and destruction of ungodly men”? (2 Peter iii. 3-7). 

“For if God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast 
them down to hell . . . and spared not the ancient world, but 
preserved Noah with seven others ... when He brought a 
flood upon the world of the ungodly; and turning the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes . . . and delivered righteous 
Lot... the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment unto 
the day of judgment ’’ (2 Peter ii. 4-9). 

When the human race, in the person of Adam was placed on 
the earth by God, He gave them the following command :— 

““And God said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply, and 
replenish the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
hving thing that rioveth upon the earth ’’ (Gen. i. 28). 

We must all admit that this command was really meant to be 
obeyed, and that, if any power prevented it being carried out, 
that power would then triumph over God by thwarting His pur- 
pose; but as with God there is no variableness nor shadow of 
turning, for ‘‘ Hath He said and shall He not fulfil?’’ so we 
must look for the command given to Adam to be literally 
obeyed. 

We know that, at the instigation of Satan, Adam fell, and 
for the time being it became impossible to carry out the com- 
mand, but we can trace the plan of God through the ages until, 
in the fulness of time, by the regeneration of man and the 
re-creation of the earth, all that hinders this fulfilment will be 
removed, and man will again be in the position to carry it out 
as was originally intended. It is very evident that the eternal 
purpose of God, as shown in this command, stood in the way 
of the complete extermination of man at the Flood, and so 
‘Noah found grace in His Sight’’; and together with those 
with him in the Ark, passed over the period of judgment, and, 
being placed again on the earth, became the progenitor of the 
human race and its link with Adam, and the channel by which 
the command was passed down the ages until the time when 
its fulfilment is possible shall arrive. Noah had with him in 
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the Ark all that it seemed good to God to preserve out of that 
which would have been destroyed by being left on the earth. 
After the judgment all this was restored to the earth. 

“And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort 
shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee ’’ 
(Gen. vi. 109). 

“And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his 
sons’ wives with him; every beast, every creeping thing, and 
every fowl, whatsoever moveth upon the earth, after their 
families, went forth out of the ark’’ (Gen. viii. 18, 19). 


Turning our attention to the earth just before its destruction 
by fire, we find a great rebellion has been put down by the 
destruction of the rebels; but the faithful subjects—the Jews 
and the nations siding with them—remain alive, and are still 
human beings, there being no sign of any change taking place 
in their bodies. 

It would appear that, after the judgment of the great white 
throne, and the creation of the new heaven and new earth, 
these, having passed over the judgment, exactly as Noah and 
those with him passed over the judgment of his day, are placed 
on the new earth, and, being still human beings, are able to 
propagate their species, and to fulfil to the uttermost the original 
command of God to Adam, they being in every sense of the 
word, his seed and his descendants. 

“For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 
make, will remain before Me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed 
and your name remain ”’ (Isa. Ixvi. 22); 
and the constantly growing number of these is shewn in :— 

‘Of the increase of His government, and of peace, there 
shall be no end”’ (Isa. ix. 7). 

These are the nations of whom we read in the last chapters 
of Revelation, as dwelling on the new earth. 

““ And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men”’ (Rev. xxi. 3). 

“* And the nations shall walk amidst the light thereof ’’ (Rev. 


xxi. 24). 
“‘ And on this side of the river and on that was the tree of 


life . . . and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations ’’ (Rev. xxii. 2). 


In studying the millennial earth we admired its organisation 
and its beauty. Shali all this be destroyed? Shall the work of 
the many centuries count for nothing? Will nothing be saved 
from the destruction of the earth? We read that the world 
and all that is therein shall be destroyed, but we may be sure 
that nothing shall be left therein which it is worth while taking 
away. As in the days of Noah, that which it was intended to 
preserve was placed in the ark with him and afterwards restored 
to the earth, so shall it be at this judgment and this destruction. 
When the New Jerusalem is placed on the new earth, the kings 
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of the earth bring into it the glory and honour of the nations. 

“And the nations shall walk amidst the light thereof: and 
the kings of the earth do bring their glory into it . . . and they 
shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it’’ (Rev. 
Xxi. 24-26). : 

Therefore, whether it be a custom, or a substance, or know- 
ledge, or any other thing which is worth saving, and is an 
honour and a glory to the nations, it shall not be destroyed, 
but by being placed on the new earth will become eternal, whilst 
all that is not worth saving is left behind, and is consumed in 
the fire. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 
Tue NEw HEAVEN. 


Tue heaven, with the earth, shall be destroyed at the close of 
the Millennium, for we read: 

“The day of the Lord will come as a thief: in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise’’ (2 Pet. iii. 10); 
and 

“From Whose Face the earth and the heavens fled away ”’ 
{Rev. xx. @2). 

Now there are three heavens, for we find St. Paul saying : 

“Such a one caught up even to the third heaven’’ (2 Cor. 
Sil. 2): 

They are (1) the atmosphere of the earth: 

““ And let the fowl fly above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven ’”’ (Gen. i. 20); 

(2) the stellar spaces : 

““ When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy Fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained ”’ 
(Psa. viii. 3); 
and (3) the abode of God: 

“And, behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and One 
sitting upon the throne’’ (Rev. iv. 2). 

Are all these destroyed? If not, then which one is alluded to 
in the passages quoted above? 

Judging from the closeness of the bond between the earth 
and the heaven, both in destruction and in re-creation, we would 
naturally conclude that the lower, or atmospheric heaven is 
alone affected, and that the other two are in no wise involved. 

Astronomers tell us that the earth has an exceedingly dense 
atmosphere, one that is quite unique in the solar system, and 
probably unique in the universe; a remarkable feature being 
the very large quantity of oxygen present as compared with the 
heavenly bodies, very few of which, we are told, have been 
found to contain any oxygen. Whether this is so or not, or 
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being so, is an important factor in the case, cannot now be 
proved. The fact however seems very clear, that for the forms 
of life which shall exist on the new earth, this atmosphere will 
not be required, and it may even be injurious to them. It will, 

therefore, be removed (probably with explosive violence) as 
unsuitable to the higher organisations of the future, and another 
atmosphere will take its place, thus probably bringing us into 
line with the other worlds around us. 

“ But the day of the Lord will come—in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise. . . . The heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved ’’ (2 Peter iii. 10-12). 

With the removal of this atmosphere, the sea will also cease 
to exist : 

“For the first heaven and the first earth are passed away; 
and the sea is no more’’ (Rev. xxi. 1); 
and thus the two great factors of the change and development 
of the vast geological ages (viz., the air and the sea), will be no 
more. Perfection will have been reached, and that which has 
been the cause of change being removed, this perfection will be 
eternal in its duration. The sea, acting through its tides, has 
been the great factor in developing the present relative position 
of the earth and the moon, and by its removal, these changes, 
which have been progressive, and might lead to some startling 
results in distant future ages, even to the destruction of both 
the earth and the moon, are ended, and the relative position of 
the two bodies becomes eternal in duration and stability. 

For an unknown number of years, variously estimated to be 
from a comparatively few hundreds of thousands to even many 
hundreds of millions, the earth has been gradually developed; 
age after age, with their wonderful, and in some cases fearful 
and ungainly beasts, have passed away; giving place to a 
higher and nobler creation, which in its turn, has given way 
to that which is yet higher and nobler. The whole tendency 
of progress has been upwards; so much so, that many 
scientists have pointed out, and that too, without taking one 
word from the Revelation of God, that this present age cannot 
be otherwise than a mere stepping stone to a yet higher one, 
the nature of which, from a study of science, they could not 
even guess at. Where man fails in his attempt to pierce the 
future, God has been pleased so to reveal it, that through His 

. servants the prophets, we have clearly laid before us the perfect 
state towards which all creation has been moving, since the 
foundations of the earth were laid, and all things were brought 
into being by His Word. 

' We have, therefore, in the new heaven and the new earth, 
_the end of this long series of development and change; _per- 
fection in every sense of the word will be reached, and from 
this time onward, for all eternity, nothing remains to be done 
but to expand this perfect state, until it spreads to the utmost 
bounds of creation, uniting it in a glorious compact whole, to 
the glory of God and of His Son Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 
Tue New EartTuH. 


Tue Book of the Revelation closes with a glorious description 
of the new earth: 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth are passed away, and the sea was no 
more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for 
her husband. And I heard a great voice out of the throne, 
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
shall dwell with them, and they shall be His peoples, and God 
Himself shall be with them, and be their God, and He shall 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, 
any more; for the first things are passed away”’ (Rev. xxi. 1-4); 
and in so doing, supports and enlarges the testimony of both 
Isaiah and Peter :— 

“For, behold, I create:a new heaven and a new earth, and 
the former things shall not be remembered, nor come into mind’’ 
(Isa. ‘Ixv: 17). 

“For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will 
make, shall remain before Me, saith the Lord, so shall your 
seed and your name remain ”’’ (Isa. lxvi. 22). 

““ But, according to His promise, we look for new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness ’’ (2 Peter 
Mito 3): 


On carefully studying St. John’s description of the new 
earth, we are struck with the large number of items shown 
there which we have already seen existing on the millennial 
earth; such as, Jerusalem is still the Holy City; it is still 
square in plan; and the names of the twelve Tribes of Israel 
still survive and are placed on the twelve gates of the city; a 
river still flows from it; the trees on the bank of the river are 
still for the healing of the nations; the fruit of the trees on the 
bank of the river is still given every month; Jerusalem is still 
lit up by the glory of God; and the nations of the earth, with 
their kings, still have an entrance into the city. Each of these 
items, however, being in greater fulness than before, as though 
the millennial earth was but an intermediate stage to the new 
earth. 

Let us very carefully study the city. The new earth being 
first formed, the holy city is placed on it, but it is not co- 
extensive with the earth, for many things outside the city are 
still on the earth. 

Its remarkable shape arrests attention, for it lieth foursquare, 
the length, breadth, and height being all equal; therefore it is a 
perfect cube. Now, but one scriptural building was of that 
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shape, viz., the Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle and Temple; 
and closer inquiry shows that the similarity does not end with 
its shape, for both are designed by God; both are most 
beautiful and most costly; the same precious stones on which 
were the names of the tribes of Israel, borne by the high priest 
as a breast-plate, are now used as foundation stones of the 
city; gold enters largely into the construction of both; both 
are lit by the glory of God, and by that alone; into neither can 
anything enter that defileth; each in turn contains the throne 
of God on earth; both might be entered by the perfectly pure 
(under certain conditions); both are the abode of redeemed 
mankind (in the Tabernacle the cherubim showed this, for they 
were symbols, and not an order of angels, and in the new 
Jerusalem there will dwell the Bride); both are the very centre 
of the worship of Jehovah. 


We must here halt for a brief study of the structure and use 
of the Tabernacle, in the hope that it will throw light on that 
which is yet future. In the first place, it should be noted that 
God designed it as a copy and shadow of heavenly things, and 
strictly forbade Moses to depart from that design. 

““ Seeing there are those who offer the gifts according to the 
law: who serve that which is a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
things, even as Moses is warned of God when he is about to 
make the Tabernacle; for See, saith He, that thou make all 
things according to the pattern that was shewed thee in the 
mount ’’ (Heb. viii. 4, 5). 

“And see that thou make them after their pattern, which 
hath been showed thee in the mount ”’ (Ex. xxv. 40). 

“And thou shalt rear up the tabernacle according to the 
fashion thereof which hath been showed thee in the mount’’ 
(Ex. xxvi. 30). 

“Hollow with planks shalt thou make it; as it hath been 
showed thee in the mount, so shalt thou make it’? (Ex. xxvii. 8). 

“‘ According unto the pattern which the Lord had showed 
Moses, so he made the candlestick ’’ (Num. viii. 4). 

(In common with all God’s work, the Tabernacle will amply 
repay the most minute examination, for every detail shows 
something of God’s plan of salvation. The works of man, on 
the contrary, are best seen from a distance.) 


Now, was the Tabernacle designed simply as a tent of meet- 
ing for Israel, or was it designed to be a symbol of something 
not yet revealed? 

The epistle to the Hebrews gives the answer; it was made 
as ‘‘a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.’’ 

The Holy of Holies certainly seems to prefigure the New 
Jerusalem in every particular, but the symbol fails entirely 
unless each of the three parts of the Tabernacle is shown in its 
proper place relative to the city. We must therefore find the 
Holy Place, and the Outer Court, each in the same relative 
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position before finally committing ourselves to the view that 
the Tabernacle was designed to be a symbol of the new earth. 

The Holy Place of the Tabernacle was the portion set apart 
for the Priests and Levites, and was immediately outside the 
Holy of Holies. We have already seen that on the millennial 
earth, the land immediately outside Jerusalem was called the 
holy portion, and was set apart for the Priests and Levites of 
that age. We also read that of the Jews are those who shall 
be Priests and Levites for ever on the new earth. 

“‘ And they shall bring all your brethren out of all the nations 
for an offering unto the Lord. . .. And of them also will I 
take for priests and for Levites, saith the Lord. For as the 
mew heaven and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain 
before Me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name 
remain ’’ (Isa. lxvi. 20-22). 

We have already shown that the Jews shall never be rooted 
out of their land for ever; and that the Jews and the nations 
who are saved are again placed on the earth after the judgment 
of the great white throne. 

It therefore seems quite clear, both from analogy and com- 
parison with the millennial earth, that the portion of the new 
earth allotted to the Jews in general, and to the Priests and 
Levites in particular, will be the land immediately outside the 
New Jerusalem, and it is therefore their land which the court of 
the priests (i.e., the Holy Place) in the Tabernacle typified. If 
this is so, it is not difficult to find the outer court, which in 
process of time, came to be called the Court of the Gentiles; 
for the remainder of the earth, occupied as it will be by the 
mations who are saved, agrees with it in every particular. 

The new earth, then, seems to be wholly foreshadowed by 
the Tabernacle, and shall be, in reality, that which the Taber- 
nacle was in type. 


The Tabernacle in the wilderness was the central meeting 
place for all Israel, and thither they came at stated times to 
worship Jehovah the King. When the Temple replaced the 
‘Tabernacle, that became the central meeting place for worship 
for the much larger area of all Palestine; people travelling 
many miles to visit it at the set feasts. On the millennial earth, 
as we have already seen, the Temple will be the central meeting 
place for the whole earth, and thither all nations shall go and 
worship the Lord at the set feasts. 

Progressive expansion is very evident here, but has that 
expansion reached its limit at this stage? The whole earth will 
become the Temple of God (which explains why there is no 
temple in the New Jerusalem, for the whole city is but the 
highest court of a greater temple), but where are the worshippers 
to come from? — 

Scripture seems silent; but around us is the boundless realm 
of space, with its countless worlds; and on the earth at that 
time will be the human race, free from sin, sorrow, and death, 


THE New Eartu. 117 


and all such things, but still capable of propagating its species. 
Very soon the earth will be too small for it, and the cry will be 
for more room. 

Who shall say that the vast distances between the worlds. 
shall not be bridged over, and other worlds colonized by 
mankind ? 

Knowledge is increasing. Forces quite unknown even a. 
generation ago are now in daily use. Radium has shown the 
immense power even one atom contains, and physics has. 
demonstrated that matter may be transported with the speed 
of light. Progress is a certain condition in all God’s plans, 
and the time we speak of is at least one thousand years hence, 
and that thousand years are years of unexampled peace, unity, 
and development, with man as a fellow-worker with God. If 
this is not a dream, but a glorious reality, then Herschel’s dis- 
covery that the sun (and therefore the earth) occupies practically 
the very centre of the known universe, is of great importance. 

it would therefore seem that this earth is destined to become 
the seat of the throne of God, and the abode of the Bride the 
wife of the Lamb, and the Temple of the Universe; the Jewish 
race to be the Priests and Levites of the Temple; the worlds 
around us to become the colonies of the earth, and united to 
it by the closest bond of relationship; and to which, as feast 
after feast comes round, separated probably by millenniums 
instead of years, throughout the endless ages of eternity, the 
whole of God’s creation will return and worship Him, by 
Whom, and of Whom, and for Whom all things exist, and 
thus the wonderful word of Isaiah becomes a grand reality in 
its fullest sense, 

““ Of the increase of His government and of peace there shall. 
be no end”’ (Isa. ix. 7); 
as also do the yet grander words of Revelation, 

“ Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall 
dwell with them, and they shall be His peoples, and God Him- 
self shall be with them, and be their God, and He shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more; 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more ; 
for the first things are passed away ’”’ (Rev. xxi. 3, 4). 

““ And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, 
and on this side of the river and on that was the tree of life 

. and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
And there shall be no curse any more, and the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be therein, and His servants shall do Him 
service; and they shail see His Face, and His Name shall be 
on their foreheads. And there shall be night no more, and 
they need no light of lamp, neither light of sun; for the Lord 
God shall give them light, and they shall reign for ever and 
ever ”’ (Rev. xxii. 1-5). 


THE END. 
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CHAPTER. 


MOMENTOUS 
EVENTS 


THE SOLEMN REALIZATION OF 
SCRIPTURE PROPHECY— 
ALL INTER-RELATED AND CONVERGING 
ON THE COMING TIME. 


By Francis Fair 


*“Man is everywhere abusing the temporal blessings that 
God has bestowed upon him; and instead of using them for 
God’s glory, he seeks to turn them to the promotion of his own 
pleasures, and vanity, and ambition. How solemn are the words 
in Dan. xii. 1o—‘ None of the wicked shall understand, but the 
wise shall understand.’ The restless ambitions that are even 
now building up the throne of Antichrist, and the departures 
from the truth of God that presage his coming—all these are 
being enacted before the eyes of men, and yet they refuse to see. 
“To you, O men, I call, and My Voice is to the sons of men.’ 
“To-day, if ye will hear His Voice, harden not your hearts.’ 

But even christian believers shut their eyes to the solemn 
realities of the present and of the coming time. They want 
something pleasant to look upon. They like to dream of a time 
of peace and universal righteousness, without the work. of 
judgment which the Scriptures tell us must surely come to pass; 
without the Coming of the Lord from heaven to punish the 
transgressors and to reign in equity over the earth, restoring to 
their destined place His chosen people Israel, and reigning at 
Mount Zion ‘before His ancients gloriously.’ I trust that 
Momentous Events may enable many such to see how full the 
Scriptures are of all these solemn verities, and that they may be 
the means of leading their minds and hearts to turn from the 
vague and unfounded spiritualizings which they have so long 
and so fondly cherished.”—From the Author’s concluding 
paragraphs. 
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Concerning £6 MOMENTOUS EVENTS.” 


The Prophetic News says :— 


This is indeed a book for the days in which we live. Mr. Fair 
throws much new light upon the prophecies of Daniel through 
his painstaking study of the history of the countries dealt with 
in these prophecies. Much light is thus thrown upon some 
hitherto obscure passages. And the whole book is of absorbing in- 
terest in its opening-up of Daniel in its relation to the Apocalypse 
. . . The author’s exposition of Daniel xi. exceeds in character 
and convincing force anything we have hitherto met with. 


Major E. E. Liebenrood, writing in The Morning Siar of 
July ist, 1915, under date June 2nd, said :— 

Dear Sir,—I have just finished reading Momentous Events, 
by Mr. Fair. The book was written BEFORE THE WAR, but seems 
to give us a wonderful picture of what is happening before our 
eyes to-day, viz., the rise of the last great world-power, the 
Beast of Daniel vil. and Rev. xiii. And the curious thing is 
that the author himself does not recognize the possible fulfilment 
of his own picture (gathered from Scripture), in the awful satanic 
power of Germany, now engaged in her terrible struggle against 
the whole world, under her Kaiser. 

Mr. Fair clearly shows that in Dan. ii. the Media Persians 
were not a separate kingdom, but took over the Chaldean king- 
dom; and were not an inferior power, but really added to its 
glory by bringing to it more territory and riches. In Ezra v. 
Cyrus is called ‘‘ King of Babylon,’’ etc., etc. Consequently, 
Greece is the second kingdom, Rome the third, and the fourth 
great and terrible power is the Beast, from which comes Anti- 
christ, and which destroys and conquers the whole world after 
a terrible war with the other great beasts in the Mediterranean. 
Mr. Fair shows that these THREE Beasts—the Lion, the Bear, 
and the Leopard—are contemporaneous, and Nor the same as 
in Dan. ii., who fight against the fourth Beast, who is the same 
in both Dan. ii. and Dan. vii. In Rev. xiii. we see this victorious 
power, fully developed, and with a superhuman head, the 
Antichrist, etc., etc. 

Most students of prophecy believe we are in the last days of 
the age, and that the Lord’s Coming must be near. If that be 
so, where is this great Beast? If not Germany, where in all the 
world is there a power so cruel, so cunning, so wicked, or so 
mighty? Are we indeed witnessing the rise of the curtain on the 
tremendous panorama of the great events foretold so long ago? 
One does not dare to dogmatise, or to go against the view of so 
many of our great teachers on prophecy, but it might be well 
and helpful if some of the Lord’s wise ones would write their 
views on this subject, after reading the book in question. In 
any case, we should watcu the development of the great events 
unfolding in prayerful waiting on God. . . . 


Mrs. Michael Baxter, writing under date May 7, 1915, said: 
“¢¢Miomentous Events’ is splendid—a God-given book.” 
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wait for their Lord from heaven. 
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of the Lord’s Return.” — Trusting and Toiling. 
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se - Lam glad the Lord gave you the idea of compiling vo selections, and pray that they may 


be greatly used for the encouragement of His saints. . . .’—Phzlip Mauro. 
“. . . The bringing together from so many independent quarters of testimony directed to the one 
great Object should, I think, have much weight in forming a sound opinion. . + Ithas occurred to 


me that the word chosen for your title would be excellent for a book upon the subject.”—R, W. B. 
Moore, M.A., Bath. 
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Mr, J. WiLBuR CHAPMAN read the book in MS. form, and wrote to the Author :—‘‘I am so glad you 
gave me this privilege. The book has been most suggestive to me, and I am sure I have greatly profited 
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the wilderness; after the Birth and Ascension of the Man-child (Rev. xii. 6-14), to 
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The thoughts are fresh; so much so, that quite a new light is thrown upon many 
Scriptures which have been generally otherwise interpreted. Whether we may 
agree with the writer or not, it is well worth while to obtain the book, and to read 
and re-read this opening up of the Word of God. We heartily endorse the intro- 
duction by A.W.F.M. in saying that ‘Mr. Dunbar’s book will be welcomed warmly 
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when events are hastening upon events, big with portent; when alike in the Church 
of God, among the Jews, and among the Geutiles, simultaneous movements of the 
greatest import are progressing rapidly to an appointed end.”—(Mrs.) M. BAXTER. 


“This well printed book deals with the events that are to transpire at_the close of this age. .. . It 
is evidently the product of a believing and independent study ot prophetic Scripture .. . there is much of 
valuable suggestion . . .’—TZ rusting & Toiling. 


‘“‘T have read Mr. Dunbar’s book, ‘What Shall be Done in the Dry?’ more 
than once. The first time I felt the prejudice which is often entertained against a 
theory which is startling and new. My subsequent reading, however, has convinced 
me that although in some matters I am not able to agree with the author, the 
book is well worth a careful and—shall I say—prayerful perusal, and Mr. Dunbar 
is entitled to the thanks of every student of Scripture. I like the book, and think 
that it throws much light on many Scriptures.” —JNo. A. D. ApDams, Author of 
The Voice of God Unheard and the Reason Why, God's Ifs, etc., etc. 
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